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CHARLOTTE. 


LETTER XXV. 
OU wonder, Madam, at my ſi- 
lence ; but the continual perſecution 
of a number of viſitors, has, for 


1 ſome time paſt, deprived me of every oppor- 
tunity of retirement: ſo that, unleſs I could 
have found in my heart, to have ſent you a let- 

ter, with only Madam, at the top, I am mar- 

ried, a little lower, and your humble ſervant, at 
the bottom, I was, ie obliged, to 
ä A 2 


de- 


Ta. 


* id 


ture of the higheſt degree of conjugal felici- 

8 charming? Tis true, my buſband -O the 
my newly acquired fiation ; but this is an ho- 
nour, that I can freely reſign to you, without 
te leaſt degree of envy; nor will your lady- 


ver, in my life, had an ambition of this kind. 
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| defer writing, till I could find leiſure. to be 


more particular. 

My ſtory, Madam, is now finiſh'd ; I have 
been married theſe three weeks; and, from 
the ſerene tranquil ſtate Jam in at preſent, 


you have no reaſon to expect any more ro- 

mantic adventures. I have nothing now to 
do, with the affecting ſcenes of fond diſtreſs, 
the pangs of jealouſy, or the fears of incurring 


a father's diſpleaſure. My life begins to move 
on in an even ſtream, my paſſions are all 
huſh'd into a ſweet ſerenity: regularity and 
order, peace and tranquility, have taken up 
their reſidence in our happy dwelling. Can [ 


give you, my dear friend, a more perfect pic- 


ty, or repreſent a happineſs more intenſely 


aukward name !—has no right honourable ti- 
tles to grace my ſtory, and give a. dignity to 


ſhip think me ſtupid, tho I tell you, that I ne- 


© Theſe all- potent words, theſe raviſhing ſounds 


ol dignity, theſa pompous ſyllables, ſo full o 


_ nameleſs. charms, after which ſo many fighſ ady; 
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and Janguiſh in vain, appear of no moment: 
and Tam as content, with the homely title of 
Mrs. Manh, as any other perſon can be, wi:h 


the more diſtinguiſhed epithet of my lady. But 


whither am, I rambling? Don't you think 
matrimony has turned my brain ? I have been 
preaching ſo long upon my humility, that I 
had almoſt forgot, I was to give you an ac- 
count of my affairs. To return, then, at laſt, 
to my ſtory, 

Tux day beſore I was united to my dear 
Lucius, by thoſe indiſſoluble bonds, which 
render our happineſs as ſecure as our lives, 
his father came to pay us a viſit. We receive 
ed him with that deference, which is due to 
ſo near à relation; while his reformation 
greatly | heightened the reſpect my father 
thought himſelf obliged to pay him. And 
Indeed, whatever follics he had formerly been 
guilty of, he did not, at this time, want any 
qualification, to recommend him to the eſteem 
of a good man; for his ſentiments. now ſhew- 


ed that he deſerved it. He is really a gentle- 


man of fine ſenſe, of an eaſy agreeable ad- 
dreſs, and one that perfectly knows the world; 
nor does he ſeem to have wanted any natural 
advantage, for making a ſhining figure in it. 
4 * my father's prejudices were now re- 
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moved, they wen grew intimate; and Mr. 
Manly expreſs'd his acknowledgments, for 
my father's generofity to his ſon, with all the 
gratitude that could be inſpired by the tender 
overflowings of paternal affection; while my 
father returned his compliments, with an air 
of the utmoſt complacency and ſatisfaction: 
How much does a man of fine. ſenſe loſe by 
| his vices! His abilities, which raiſe him above 
his neighbours, are either entirely ſuſpended, 
or render him more ingeniouſly infamous, 
more generally hated and deſpiſed ; but he is 
no fooner reformed, than, if his reaſon is not 
zNpaired, by brutal indulgence, and a conti- 
-ued debauch, (which, alas ! is too often the 
aſc) his new- recovered virtues, poliſhed by 


{ 
repentance, blaze out with a double luſtre, „ 
and receive unutterable graces, from the ſud- v 
den ſublimity of his conceptions. di 


Mr. ManLy's acknowledgments were, how- #| re 
ever, too grave for the preſent ſituation of our” 2 
affairs, and affected us, as well as himſelf, too m. 
much, for us to ſuffer him to proceed. We, gre 
therefore, as ſoon as poſſible, gave a turn te | O 
this part of the converſation, and Lucius, Mel- ple. 
lifont, and Amelia, entering the room im- | dep 
mediately after, prevented its being reſumed, | nan 


and, at the ſame time, recovered that chears | the 
fulneſs, 
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fulneſs, which had been interrupted by this 
too tender ſubject. The countenances of all our 
friends had an air of gaity, which broke out 
into. decent mirth ; while Amelia, and I, were 
by far, the dulleſt part of the company. T hey 
at laſt retired ; when my good friend, at- 
tending me to my chamber, and ſeating her- 
ſelf by me, How is it with you, Felicia ? 
ſaid the ſmiling ; I muſt confeſs my ſelf a ſad 
fool; for tho* no converſation could poſlib'y 
be more engaging, than that in which we have 


ſpent the day, I have wiſhed a thouſand times 


for an opportunity of being alone. Me- 
thought, I wanted to indulge, at leiſure, my 
own thoughts; though, I can aſſure you, they 
were none of the moſt agreeable. My fpi- 


. Tits have been ſtrangely oppreſſed, and, not- 


withſtanding my endeavouring to join in the 


diſcourſe, 1 have been every moment at church 


repeating after the parſon, and thinking what 
a filly aukward figure I ſhall make there to- 


morrow. - Blefs me | what a coward am 1 


grown! I ſhall certainly behave like a natural. 
O never mind it, reply'd I, with a malicious 
pleaſure, at finding her as weak as myſelf; 


depend upon it, I ſhall keep you in counte- 
nance. I am ſo terrified, at the ſolemnity of 


the ceremo, ny that I heartily wiſh it was o- 
A4 ver. 
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ver. I dread it as ſomething mighty formi- 
dable, and can hardly think of it without 
trembling. But ſuppoſe now, added I, we 


| ſhould take the pains to read it over together. 


Agreed, reply'd ſhe, running into my cloſet 
and returning immediately with my prayer- 
Look ; come, let us begin, added ſhe, it 


will be more familiar to us to-morrow. Here 


we began, making our remarks as we pro- 
ceeded. In ſhort, we read over the whole ce- 
remonial, with the utmoſt attention; which 
as we lengthened it out, with abundance of 


comments, and little diſputes upon ſome par- 


ticulars, which we did not underſtand, took up 
a conſiderable time. 
| Having now gratified our curioſity, we 


wiſhed each other a good night, and Amelia 


left me; but ſhe was hardly out of my room, 
when returning with a ſmile on her counte- 
nance, I am come, ſajd ſhe, to aſk your con- 


ſent. to let me lie with you. I am perſuadeds ** 
that we are neither of us in a diſpoſition to give | 


way to ſleep. The hours would paſs on, ve- 


ry heavily, were we alone; let us, then, divert 


ourſelves as agreeable as we can. With all my 


heart, my dear, ſaid I, extremely pleas'd with 


her propoſal : we will indulge our reflections, 
with the greateſt freedom. 


* 


Uron 


por 
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Uros this, we undreſs'd, and went to bed 
—But I will not trouble your ladyſhip, with 
the various topics of our diſcourſe; it is ſuſh” 
cient to ſay, that we talked till morning, 
when, ſhaking off the drowſineſs, that then 
began inſenſibly to ſteal upon us, we aroſe 3 
but had hardly finiſhed the agreeable taſk of 
frefling each other, when ſomebody, rapping 
ſoftly at the door, Amelia opened it, and our 
two lovers appeared. They ſaluted us, with 
an air of tranſport, telling-us, that as they 
had ſeen us .at the window, they could not 


forbear coming to wiſh us joy, on the arrival 


of this happy morning. This, my dear, ſaid 
Lucius, is the day, from whence I ſhall date 
the completion of my happineſs ; a day, that, 
1 hope, we ſhall neither of us ever think of 
without delight. O my Felicia! how happy 
are vou going to make me! Here he gently 
 prels'd.my hand, and gave me a look ſo ex* 

©tremely tender, that I could not help baniſh- 


ing cvery impertinent thought, to ſhare in his 


tranſport ; I even returned the charming preſ- 
ſue, and ſqueez'd his hand, with a freed: m © 
I had never- indulged before. Sure, ſaid I, 
this muſt be a happy union, where both fo 
ardently wiſh to promote each others felicity ! 
8 my dear! cry'd he, in an extaſy, how 

| A 5 mall 
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mall 1 merit this ſweet exceſs of goodneſs f 


MEeLL1ronrT, I ſuppoſe, was entertaining 
Amelia, in the ſame paſſionate ftrain ; but I 
was not at leifure to attend, either to their 
words, or behaviour : however, I remember 
that they both looked extremely pleaſed. We 
went down to breakfaſt, when Mr. Manly, 
and my father, join'd, with my aunt, in the 
moſt affectionate wiſhes, for the continuance 
of our happineſs ; at the ſame time, letting us 
know, that a coach was ready to carry us, as 
ſoon as we had drank our chocolate, to a 
ſmall village, at a few miles diſtance, where a 
Clergyman waited to join our hands, 

Ar the mention of the coach and clergy- 
man, my uneaſineſs return'd, I trembled, 
as if afraid of the awful ceremony ; while 
Mellifont, drawing the common prayer out 
of his pocket, which he had found in my 
room, and taken up unobſerved, increaſed my 
diſorder, by ſhewing my father, in what place 
he found it open upon the table. This was 
a circumſtance, which created a great deal of 


mirth amongſt the old people; who, howe- 


ver, unanimouſly agreed, that we could not 
have ſpent our time better, than in thus ſtudy- 
ing the nature of thoſe engagments, we were 
going to enter into; to which my aunt ad. 
: | ded; 
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ded, Indeed, I think my niece, and my daugh- 
ter, ought to be commended, inſtead of be. 
ing laugh'd at; for, as marriage is one of the 
moſt important ſteps we can take in life, ſince 
our happineſs, both in this, arid a future ſtate,, 
in a great meaſure, depends upon it; they 
could not, at this time, have employed their 
thoughts, on a more intereſting ſubject, than 


the folemn promiſes, by which they are going 
to bind themſelves. 


SEVERAL other things wereſaid upon the ſame 
ſubject, which took up good part of the time- 
we were at breakfaſt; and we were juſt ready 
to ſtep into the coach, when Mellifont, to my 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, propoſed our ſending for 
the clergyman to perform the ceremony here, 
Lucius; caſting a glance at me, to ſee if J ap- 
proved the motion, immediately ſeconded his 
friend, and, tho' my aunt diſapproved of it, 
as a thing uncuſtomary in this part of the 
country, we had the happineſs to carry it a. 
gainſt her, by my father's joining on our fide. 
We, therefore, took our ſeats again, and one 
of the coaches was ſent away for the reverend. 
gentleman. 

I ſhall not attempt, my dear friend, to re- 
peat the chat that filled up this interval. 1 
was in a very odd ſituation; but in leſs than 
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tc : 8 1 
wo hours time, we were informed that the 


coach was return'd, and, ſoon after, ſaw the 
divine enter the room, accompanied by So- 
phronia and Marilla, who had waited for us 
at church. The glaſs having gone once rounds 
we aroſe, and went into a back parlour facing 
the garden; I trembling with fear, held by 
my father's arm, and Amelia by my aunt's , 
when cuſhions being brought in, the ſolemn 
ſervice began. But it would be imperti- 
' nent for me, minutely, to deſcribe my beha- 
viour on this occaſion, which however, was 
not altogether fo ridiculous as I expeted.;.0n-. 
ly this I muſt. ſay, that I repeated the words, 
honour and obey, as diſtinctly as the reſt: nor 
did Amelia, any more than I, ſeruple to pro- 
nounce thoſe formidable ſounds. My heart 
readily aſſented to every thing: my whole 
foul was laſt in devotion, and every faculty of- 
it employed in the ſervice. | 
You find, Madam, I am now entered i into 
the venerable ſtate of wedlock ; but, whatever 
change I have undergone in my manner of life, 
I do myſelf the honour to aflure you, that 1 
was never more, than I am at preſent, 
| Your Lapysnie's 
ſincereſt friend, 
FzTIcIA Man Tv. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XVI. > 


— Mw; | 

O UR congratulations on our marriage 
are ſo very obliging, that I can't defer 
my acknowledgments, without deſerving the 
imputation of ingratitude, a crime that my 
ſoul moſt abhors; and, therefore, as I am as 
ſenſible, as poſſible, 'of-your goodneſs, I em- 
brace this firſt opportunity of telling you ſo. 
O my friend-! what a ſweet addition do your 
praiſes give, to the ſecret applauſe, with which 
I regard my happy choice! Lucius is, indeed, 
worthy of all you have ſaid in his favour ; his 
mind is truly noble, and all his foul as much 


the object of my admiration, as my love. 


In my laſt, Madam, I broke off a little ab- 
ruptly, at the concluſion of that ſolemn cere- 
mony, which initiated me into a different 
claſs of mortals: but, as I have ſeveral things 
to relate, which, I flatter myſelf, may ſerve 
to amuſe and entertain you, I will now reſume 
the thread of my ſtory, | 

Wu all was over, my heart, which bad 
hitherto been extremely oppreſſed, began to 
beat more freely. Lucius embraced me, and; 


with eyes fill d with a melting ſoftneſs, 7% ; 
2 N 


T3 
. 
it 
| 
Vi 
41 
'F 
—_—_— 
4! 
114 
753 
- 
i" 
: 
1 
ö 
: 
=_  . 


14 FELICIA To CHARTOT TE. 


Now, my dear, I may be ſo happy as to call 
you my wife. Dear name! may yon never 
think of it, without pleaſure ! The reſt of 
the company embraced us in their turn ; and 
paid us the grateful compliments, which burſt 
from hearts, ſtruggling under an exceſs of af- 
tection, and tender joy. Nor did Lucius's fa- 
ther, who had given away Amelia, appear leſs 
affected with our common happineſs, than 
mine. In ſhort, every face glow'd with ſa- 
tisfaction, while they ſtrove to outdo each o- 
ther, in their careſſes and teſtimonies of regard. 

- Ws now adjourned to another room, where 


2 ſide- board was ſet with wines and fruit, when 


my aunt inſiſted upon my drinking a glaſs to 
raiſe my ſpirits, which Amelia, after my ex- 
ample, complied with. The clergyman, who 


is one of the moſt facetious gentlemen upon 
earth, told us abundance of agreeable ſtories, 


with ſo much humour, that he, frequently, ſet 
the whole company in a laugh ; nor could 
Amelia, and I, forbear joining in the gemaral 
mirth. We inſenſibly returned to ourſelves, 
and, before dinner, were able to bear a part 
in the converſation. The. reverend divine 
filled his pipe, had a tankard of old october to 
himſelf, and, by his wit and good temper, let 
us ſee, that he did not think an innocent 

4 þ 1 muth, 
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mirth, at all inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 
piety. And it is worthy of obſervation, that, 
notwithſtanding the extraordinary gaity of the 
gentlemen, not the leaſt word eſcaped them, 
on this occaſion, that could offend the chaſt- 
eſt ear, Lucius and Mellifont were in high 
ſpirits ; but our fathers appeared tranſported 
above themſelves; they had a peculiar ſatiſ- 
faction in their looks, while every geſture 
and every glance, expreſſed the glad heart of 
a fond parent. But theſe are things, too de- 
licate to be deſcribed. Sophronia and my 
aunt had much the ſame elevated j joy, which, 
whenever they endeavoured to expreſs it, 
ſeemed too big for utterance. What a de- 
Jightful circumſtance, to think that our hap- 
pineſs is diffuſed, in ſo charming a manner, 
to thoſe who are moſt dear to us 

Dixx ER being over, and the ſervants or- 
dered to withdraw, my father preſented Luci- 
us, with the writings belonging to the greater 
part of his eſtate. As I have given you the 


perſon of my daughter, and intruſted her fu- 


ture felicity in your hands, ſaid he, with an 
air of open confidence, I make no ſeruple of 


givigg you the unlimited poſleffion of what is 


leſs dear to me, It would be an injury to you 
py ſon, (for now I may have the pleaſure of 


2 \ * em 
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calling you by this affectionate name) and 


ſhew me too little moved by your noble and 
generous ſentiments, ſhould I make you de- 


pend on my daughter, for the enjoyment of 


any of the elegancies of life. I, therefore 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction, rely on your vir- 
tue and prudence, to manage the eſtate, which, 
as the huſband of my Felicia, you have a right 


to partake of, in ſuch a manner, as to promote 


your mutual happineſs. Dear Sir, ſaid Lucius 
intercupting him, you are pleaſed to oppreſs 
me with your goodneſs ; but, while I would 


5 expreſs my grateful acknowledgments, I muſt 


beg you not to ſtreighten yourſelf, to add 
No, no, interrupted my father, in his turn, 
you need not give yourſelf. any pain on my ac- 
count. I have reſerved, to myſelf, an eaſy 
competence, ſufficient to ſupport the character 
I have always boxge in lite, and to ſupply 
all the exigencies, incident to the decline of it · 
A parent, in my opinion, added he, piling, 
ſhould neyer be ſo profuſe of his wealth, 28 to 


deprive himſelf of the capacity of living, as be 
pleaſes without the aſſiſtance of his children; 


and, indeed, none, that'deſerve this Bens oleh | 


can be pleaſed with ſeeing ſuch a prepoſtergus, 


ſuch an unnatural dependence, I conſider You | 
both as my Urn, your intereſts are now. 
| l 
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become inſeparable ; and, therefore, I have 
made no reſerve for my daughter : the convin- 
eing proofs I have received, of the greatneſs of 
your mind, make all ſuch precautions unne- 
ceſſary. Nor will Felicia, I am perſuaded, be 
diſpleaſed that I have given all to you. Why 
ſo, Sir, interpoſed I? do you really think it no . 
mortification, to refuſe me the pleaſure of do- 
ing juſtice to Mr Manly's merit, by giving: 
him ſo conſiderable a proof of my regard, as it 
would be, to make him a preſent of a fine join- 
ture, as ſoon as I had it in my poſſeſſion? How 
many, agreeable things might I have heard him 
ſay to me, on this occaſion ! But, ſeriouſly 
added I, I am altogether as well pleaſed as it 
is ; and I aſſure you, you could not have given 
me greater pleaſure, than you have now done. 

Tu unexpected vivacity of this reply cauſed, 
a general ſmile; Lucius bowed his head, and 
ſeemed particularly pleaſed with it ; indeed he 
had reaſon to be ſo. His looks ſhewed that he 
was charmed with my father's behaviour; for, 
tho' he had been ſenſible, that he really gain- 
ed nothing, by this inſtance of his confidences 
in his integrity and affection to me; yet, as it 
was an agreeable proof, of the great ſhare he 
had FF his eſteem, it could not fail of giving 
him the bigheſt ſatisfaction. We now joined 
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in the warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude to this 
indulgent parent; whilſt I, much leſs embar- 
raſſed on this occaſion, than this dear man, 
endeavoured to find terms, capable of expreſs- 
ing, in ſome meaſure, the fulneſs of his 
heart. x 

My father put an end to our acknowledg- 
ments, by turning to my father-in-law, and 
making him a preſent, anſwerable to the good- 
neſs of his own diſpoſition. It was a little e- 
{tate of about two hundred a year, which is to 


return to us, after his and Sophronia's deceaſed 


and which they did not receive, without 


- thanking him, with tears of gratitude ; but 


in the moment, when they ſeemed labouring 
under a ſurpriſe, which ſtruck them dumb» 
and rendered them incapable of expreſſing 
themſelves, Mellifont, who had left us a few 
minutes before, return'd, and,- defiring to 


know if we had done with buſineſs, introdu- 


ced a band of muſic ; and, by this means, pre- 
vented thoſe affecting acknowledgments? 
which, however agreeable, are always attend” 
ed with ſome pain. The day was ſpent. in 
innocent gaity and mirth, and with that pe- 
culiar ſatisfaction, which the happy ocggſion 
was adapted to inſpire, among the moſt inti- 
mate and cordlal friends, © of 

Tur 
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Tu next morning, while we were at 
breakfaſt, my aunt told us, that ſhe expected 
a viſit from ſome of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen and ladies, to congratulate us on this 
happy union, Some of them, added ſhe laugh- 
ing, as they affect to appear men of wit, will, 
I don't, doubt, be fond of diſplaying it in a 
manner, that will not be very agreeable to the 
modeſty of, either my niece, or daughter 3 
and, therefore, to ſave their bluſhes for the 
preſent, ſuppoſe they ſhould take an airing till - 
dinner, I was juſt going to make the ſame 
propoſal, ſaid my father, tho' from a different 
reaſon. The day is exceeding fine, and I 


ſhould be glad of the pleaſure of Mr. Manly's 


company, without the fear of having our con- 
verſation interrupted. Lucius thanked him 
for the honour he did him, and the coach be- 


ing ſoon ready, we ſtepped in, leaving Melli- 


font with Amelia, who promiſed to follow 


us; we having, before, let them know the 
road we propoſed to take. My father, began 
the converſation, by the moſt tender expreſſi- 
ons of his affection, My dear Felicia,”faid 
he, how great is my joy, to ſee you ſo hap- 

py You are married to a man of ſenſe and 
* to a man, whom I fhallilove as a ſon» 


8 8 as a worthy friend. I with you 


_ 
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- could both know, how happy a father you 
have made me. Dear Sir, ſaid Lucius, I have 
not words to expreſs. the leaſt part of that 
gratitude, I feel for your goodneſs, Your 
happineſs, as it ariſes from ours, ought to en- 
creaſe it too, I love you, as the tender father 
who gave me being. You are more than a fa- 
ther, you give me happineſs. Here he took 
hold of my hand, and then Iooking again at 
my father; O, Sir, continued he, with a full 
heart, let me thank you for this, the deareſt 
of all your gifts! 

You are very welcome, reply'd my father, 
with a ſmile, I hope my daughter will prove 
herſelf worthy of ſuch a huſband, May God 


bleſs you both. Y ou are now entered into a new 


ſcene of life, the very different cares, the diffe- 
rent duties of which, cequire the exerciſe of ve- 
ry different abilities, My dear Lucius, I ap- 
prove your humanity, that beneyolence, which 
will naturally prompt you, to pity and relieve 
the diſtreſs'd ; but, even this affection, amiable 
as it is, is one of the moſt dangerous of all that 
the mind of man is ſenſible to. There are 
faults, which ariſe, even from goodneſs o 


heart, faults attended with worſe conſequen- 


ces, than thoſe of cruelty and brutal ill na- 
ture. Pity has ruined thouſands, men, of the 
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moſt refined ſenſe, and of the greateſt abilities; 
and, when theſe are ruined, the ignorant and 
the ill-natured, proud of an' opportunity 
of revenging the ſuperiority of their ac- 
quired endowments, are ſure to treat them 
with double contempt. And, indeed, men of 
great humanity, though of the beſt ſenſe, fre- 
quently err in the plaineſt caſes; even, where 
one; but a degree above a natural, would not 
be deceiv d. This appears ſtrange, yet it is an 
obſervation, confirmed by daily experience. 
Theſe are, frequently, not only the worſt oeco- 
nomiſts ; but they are drawn into the weakeſt | 
, and moſt childiſh engagements, where inevi- 1 
table ruin is almoſt the natural conſequence. 
Vet the reaſon of this is, perhaps, not hard to 
diſcover. Thoſe perſons, whoſe thoughts are 
e- taken up with refined ſpeculations, commonly 
know but little of the world ; they may be 
verſed, indeed, in prudential maxims; but 
there will always be a vaſt difference be- 
tween theſe, and truths founded on experi. 
ence. A man, of an open benevolent diſpo- 
ſition, while conſcious of the integrity of his 
own heart, is leſs inclined to ſuſpicion, than 
others of more contraſted views: he loves 
to think well of mankind, and frequently 
thinks better of individuals than they deſerve. 


But, 


fixed on my father, in the utmoſt attention; 
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But, when pity has taken poſſeſſion of the 
heart; pity, a paſſion ſo nearly allied to love, 


that, like it, it baniſhes from the mind every 


injurious idea, it is almoſt incapable of ſuſpi- 
cion ; it reflects not on poſſible conſequences ; 
or, if theſe do ariſe in the mind, they paſs 2 
way unregarded, and make too ſlight an im- 


preſſion, to prove effectual. The man of hu- | 


manity finds it much eaſier to act from paſſi- 
on, than from reaſon ; he 1s preſs'd forwards, 
by the impulſe of a lively imagination, filled 
with the advantages that will attend the diſ- 
treſſed perſon, on his compliance with his de- 
fires; and, therefore, when he is ſollicited 
from without, and, at the ſame time, prompt- 


ed from within, by the impulſes of a gene- 


rous and affected heart, there is no wonder if 
he finds a difficulty in ſaying . There are 
circumſtances, in which a young man will find 
it extremely hard, to pronounce this little 
monoſyllable; and, in order to do it, when 


neceſſary, he will be obliged to practice a great 


deal of ſelf-denial: but it is a mortification 
ſometimes abſolutely neceſſary, We have a 


kind of proverb, which adviſes us“ to think 


all men rogues, till we find them honeſt,” 
Lucavs fate, all this while, with his eyes 


but, 
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but, being now unable to contain himſelf any 
| longer, he cry'd out, I dare ſay, Sir, the firſt 


perſon, who made uſe of this proverb, was a 
- diſhoneſt man himſelf. What a life of ſuſpici- 
z on, and diſtruſt ! Can he be a friend to man- 


kind? Can he have any complacency in his 
fellow=creatures, who looks upon them as a 


* neſt of vipers, as villains, who only wait for 
i an opportunity to rob, or impoſe upon 
15 him? 

ed No, cry'd my father, interrupting him in 
iſ- nis turn; I did not mention this proverb, by 
de- way of approbation, as you would ſoon have 
ted 


found, had you ſuffered me to proceed. For, 
though it is a ſure way to prevent being im- 
poſed upon, yet it is unjuſt, and conſequent- 
ly, criminal. It is a much more chriſtian 
diſpoſition, at leaſt, to believe every man ho- 
neſt, till we have reaſon to think hini a vil. 
lain: but, nevertheleſs, if we know the 
world, we ſhall ſee the neceſſity of riſing e” 
very proper precaution to ſecure ourſelyes, 
Your benevolence, I allow, ought to ſhew 
itſelf, in real acts of kindneſs; but it ſhould 
be in ſuch acts, as reaſon and prudence will 
warrant; a beneftcence, generous and diffu- 
ſive, and, at the ſame time, conſiſtent with 
prudence, and the xules of a juſt oeconomy. 


Let 
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Let me perſuade you, to be cautious of ſign- 
ing your name ; learn, boldly, to refuſe» 
what would be improper for you to grant 
and, having once refuſed, let no importunity 
prevail upon you, to act contrary to your 
Judgment. Never let your ſteward's accounts 
paſs unexamined, nor ever ſuffer him to diſ- 
treſs a tenant, without ſeeing the poor man 
yourſelf. 

Hanz my father pauſed ; when Lacks. 
thanking him for his advice, and the other 
coach with Mellifont and Amelia, driving þ 
up to the ſide of ours, the converſation turn- 
ed on indifferent ſubjects. It is now time to 
conclude this long letter, But, I muſt firſt 
do myſelf the honour to aſſure your ladyſhip, 
that nothing, but the pleaſure of your com- 10 
pany, can add to the felicity of fo, 


Your moſt affectionate friend, 
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; Felicia MANLY. 
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+ you, that my aunt propoſed our taking an 


iſ. airing before dinner, to avoid the impertinence 

0 of ſome country gentlemen, whom, it ſeems, 

an If ſhe bad reaſon to expect ʒ as they had, early 

* in the morning, ſent her word, that they would 
3 


her I Gt „to congratulate Amelia and me, on ont 


<q lia and her mother had ſeen them before, yet; 
as they had no-atquaintance in the family, we we 
all look'd: upon this as an - unwelcome intru- 
hon ; which hon account of their birth, and 
fortune, we were obliged to overlook : and 


they, doubtleſs, imagined us very much ho- 


nour'd by a viſit, which we would very gladly 

4 haye diſpenſed with, For my part, the very 
NUT: iges, of being obliged to bear With their im- 
pertinence, gave a damp to my ſatisfaction; 
and, upon my Mturn, I could not help with- 
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do themſelves the honour of paying her a vi- 


8 Their perſons, tho not their cha- | 
raters, were unknown to me; and tho Agne- . 


ing, very heartily, that my aunt might be 
miſlaben zu with that I the more readily in- 9 
dulged, * en eee reaſon for 
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expecting them, But this was both vain and 
fruitleſs: for, at ſome diſtance, we could ob- 
ſerve a number of ſpruce ſervants, in yery rich 
liveriesz and, upon our entering the court, * 
our ears were ſaluted, or, rather, ſtunn'd, with 2 
. d confus d noiſe;. which iſſued from the win - 4 
dow of a room adjoining to the hall. One i 
Was ſinging. with a loud, harſh, and diſagrea2 80 
ble voice; while two or three others, all talk - wi 
ing at the ſame time, were engaged in a warm ſto 
diſpute, each ſeeming deſitous to gain a victo- apf 
ry, rather by the ſtrength of his lungs, than of 
his arguments, and to ſtruggle to out- vie the 
reſtin noiſe... What a jargon was here] Had 
our ears been entertain d with the diſmal thru 
of the bladder and ſtring, or, had we been wel- 
 comd home, by a concert of catcalls, I could 
not have formed an idea of a more diſguſting 
entertainment, than I now expected to receive, 
from the company af theſe country ſquires. 
My father frown'd, and Lucius ſeem'd 
e vex d but neither of chem. ſpoke a 
word. However, the coach no ſooner drove 
up to the door, than the revel rout ceas d: and 
the coach · door being open'd, Hucius leap'd out, 
and, preſenting his hand, help'd me to alight, 
in ſpite of half a dozen {young rakes, whe 
ne me by _— before him; and 
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all of whom ſeemed deſirous of doing me this 
honour. I was next obliged to ſuffer a diſa- 
greable ſalute from each, which the laſt, be- 
ing already half drunk, render d, if poſiibles 
more diſtaſteful, by belching in my ſace: but it 
was a ceremony I was. forced to ſubmit to, and 
good manners made me diſguiſe my reluctance: 
while my father, being entirely unknown, 

ſtood by, with Lucius, and my aunt, with the "6 
appearance of unconcern d ſpectators. | 


. 

| 

e 

2 

2 

N 

5 

of Tuts being perſorm'd, with as ill a grace ag 

ne poſſible, and a wretched compliment beſtow 

ad upon me from each, they all ran, with the 

n anne familiar air, to the other -coach ; af 

el Mellifont, having et his foot on the ground, 4 

uld to my no ſmall ſurprize, was lurrognded by 

two or three of the moſt forward, one of 

which ſhaking him by the hand, cried, Damn + © 

ye, ye ſtrong back'd dog, 1 with you oy: | 

Nor were'the compliments of tho others ih. 4 
ore polite ; they wonder'd Where * * 

e had been, but could never dre „ he We 

had been poaching. Amelia having, ads my 3 


xam ple, gone thro” the nauſeous ceremonial gy 
e all went in together ; but as we were ga- 


LR 
__ 
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4 p 
ing thro” the hall, I obſerved one of moſt Pg 
lapreable wretches 1 ever beheld, @ 2 W 
* . lank, ugly fellow, with a long face 

Eb 


4 
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* 
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and hollow eyes, dreſod in a green frock and 
laced waiftcoat, who, Twinging his arms, ran 
e Mellifont, and, e him a luſty blow on 
title ſhoulder; and at the time ſeizing faſt 
hold of à button, cry'd GT; that grave, ſon of 

a bitch he? nodding at Lucius; and then ad- 
ned; Zoons ! I have a good mind to make him 

— ,- cuckold Damm me if I have not. Tho' 
he ſpoke - pretty: low, Lucius overheard him; 
and, letting go my handÞftept up to him, and 
immediately ſeizing hold f his noſe; which 
' © vas none of the ſhorteſt, led him to me; and 
_ +anfiſted-updn. his aſking my pardon, Which he 
did, without heſitation ;” whilſt I, trembling 
With fear, readily gave him abſolution; when, 
beſtowipg a hearty curſe upon Lucius, and 
writhing his face into ſeveral ugly contor- 
tions, IL. ſuppoſe to bring his noſe into due 
form, he turn'd, with a filly grin, to his-com- 
panions, and, with à ſheepiſh air of affected 
1 try, endeavoured to laugh it off as. a 
: this” he ſaid it was a curſed queer joke, 
# "ad he hardly new whether it was injeſt, or 

earneſt. 

* You can hardly Gn Madam, the 
I was in; for I immediately dreaded, 
. reſentment of all his companions would 
— = " "whom I, N appre- 
* + hended 
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1131388 but I was in a mo- 
ment relieved from my fears; for, to my no | 
ſmall M prize and ſatisfackion, they all ſet up 982 „ 
loud laugh, and , "clapping their hands, caper'd 
about the hall with an air of triumphant ſatis- 

faction; and my father, who had, at firſt, put | * 
his hand to his ſword, drew it back with a "2 
ſmile, 
Norninc now was z heard but applauſes on 
Lucius, yh o was regarded as a'hero, and the 
repetition of I—-,I-,1-, from two or three 
running about, and mimicking the Jook, gel- 
ture, and ſnuffle of their companion, while Lu- 1 
cius led him by the noſe; a kind of Wit, which, 
as it was perfectly agreable to their talents, 
ſeem to giye them the higheſt delight. 
As ſoon as they were conducted to another 
room, weftepp'd into the parlour, which they * 
had left upon our return home, the floor of 
which was pretty well ſtrew'd with broken 
glaſſes ; when my father obſerwd” to Lucius, 
that, if theſe were his friend's companiohs, he 
could not help forming a very bad; opininn, 
both'of his taſte and morals. Whether Lu- 
cius would have vindicated Mellifont, or not, 
I can't tell; for my father had no ſooner made 
this remark, than he himſelf enter d the room, 
and, Den Amelia, who had * with, 
of + I 
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* us, 1 haye left, ſaid he this ſtupid rabble 1 
baronets and 'ſquires to thenſelves ö A areel 
of familiar puppies who, begauſe 1 „ ſome 
time ago, the misfortune to blunder into their 
company, muſt pretend to rank me in the 
mumber of their acquaintance, and, as ſuch, 
to pay me this viſit. Pray, who are they! ? 
What are they? cry'd my father, with a peeviſh 

1 haſtineſs, that ſtrongly expreſs'd his diſſike, 

They are, Sir, {aid he, gentlemen ii different 

2 united together, only, by a com- 

1 taſte for a favourite diverſion. Some e 

em are fond of the cockpit ; others are fox- 

4 _—_ ; but all of chem keep eniag horſes ; 
and, poſitively, by the ruſticity of their heha- 

viour, one would imagine that they«had-their 
education in the ſtable, and, indeed, for aught 

# + know, the groom may be the better gentle- 
man. But, as they have moſt of them very 
conſiderable eſtates, they imagine, that they 
have a licence, to trouble whom they pleaſe 
wich their impertinence. The ladies, Lex- 
pes will have 4 terrible « entertainment at din. 

+ ner. I am afraid fo, ſaid Amelia, and 1 

Heartily wiſh them. gone. If we could but 

Thut our cars, as eaſily as our. eyes, erydL II cha 

2 ſhould eſteem it now an happineſs. Gentle- .; 

. (quires, Gen ſaid my father, with 

| - aſneer 
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by - BY foals, bleckheads, inorank ſtupid 


| 7 a they know no higher ſatisfaction than 


e. Well, well, return' d Melli- 
ont, very gravely, but you muſt not form an 
idea of our country gentlemen from theſe; 
many of whom would be aſhamed of being 
ſeen in their company, as 1 aſſure you, I am. 
There are, amongſt us, men of ſenſe,  agree- 
able companions, and, here and there, is (cat- 


tered a man of ha * 
T's converſation Was U by our 


| being informed, that dinner was ready; on 


which we went to the d.ning-room, and, after 
opt making an apology for our abſence, : wok | 
our ſeats at the table. ag wh: 

' Hoggrs were, the ſubject we, bound fs 
ug when, Te enjer'd. the room ; n and this 
top ic lafted all the time we were at dinner. 
N, ſo ſtrictly did they adhere to it, that their 
yery j jeſts had a ſmack of the grooms mingled 
with an indecency the molt, ſhocking, and diſ- 
talteful, and too coarſe and indelicate, even 
to deſerve the name of a double  entendre,; An 
meſia, and I were waſted under .the ame 
pretty „Which no ſooner went rounds, 
than one drank health to .the riders, and We 
produced a loud laugh 16555 e and, Bs 
the courſe of going 1 up an ps 
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tional piece of obſcenity from. every. one of 
theſe gentlemen, who, emulous of exceeding in 
this way, conftantly produced a freſh © laughs 
and a ſtare in our faces; Amelia and I wer 
in a ſituation worthy of pity; we bluſh'd, 
hung down our heads, and, I ſpeak for my- 
ſelf, © I was ready to fink with ſhame. At laſt 
ſomebody aſk d Lucius if I was a good pacer- 
Ay, damm'e, and needs neither whip nor ſpur, 
cried another, All eyes were again fix'd on 
me; and thus the ſuppos'd wit was bandied 45 
bout, collecting freſh mire from every kick. 
But whenever the man, who had given us the 
affront in the hall, began to ſpeak; for he 
| feem'd very deſirous of adding his quota Mel- 
lifont ſtoppꝰd him ſhort, by ſnuffling out I- 
I-,I—, and giving him a hint, that if he had 
not yet enough, he would lead him another 
turn. This kept him ſilent, and ths us 
ſome ſmall relief. 

Arx laſt ſomething was ſaid, which l had 
the happineſs not to underſtand”; it was ad- 
dress d to Mellifont, and was ſomething about 
jumping no, leaping, was the word; but, it 
, it was very groſs; for Lucius, who had 
Sen times before began to ſpeak , but way 

interrupted and borne down by ſome ſtupid 
an, ſeem d ow reſolved Ly biegk a] 
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all oppoſition ; and, therefofe, raiſing his voice 
Tloud® chan common, Pray, gentlemen, ſaid © 
he, what have theſe ladies done, that they 
ſhould be ſhocked with ſuch poor, wretched 
obſcenity ? Is there any merit in putting a lady 
to the bluſh ?—It is cowardly, mean, and ſcan- 
dalous; below the dignity of a gentleman. — 


A gentleman ! did I fay ?—below the. dignity 
of a man. —Cowardly ery'd one of the moſt 
forward, interrupting him with a haughty air, 


and\owning Ready look; pray who do you 


call coward ? Faith, 1 won't be led by thes 


"noſe; Ves, cowardly, cry 'd Lucius, raiſing 
his voice ſtill higher, and ſpeaking with eval 


ſternneſs, ay, cowardly.—Cowardly, echo'd 


my father, and Mellifont, at the ſame time. 
I repeat it again, continued Lucius, with a firm 
neſs and refolution that charm'd me, it is cow- 


ardly, an inſult on "decency : it is affronting 


the ladies in the tendereſt part; and, however 
- authoriſed by brutal cuſtom, on theſe occaſi- 
ons, it is an infült on nature the moſt bar- 


barous inſult, thus to diſcolour the cheek of 
conſcious innocence. Pox ! ery*d a youth 
of about eighteen, who ſeem'd, by bis igno- 
rance and his diale&, never to have been twen- 
ty miles from home; he weant let us be witty: 


FY be curſt, wen was ſo witty in aw my 
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gelle 
7 5 The women uld no he Meant di it 
is time chat was O e, or the devil's in't. 1 
ba? faid more behauf before my own mother 


at wom, and ſhu loff d as thof ſhu would ha” 


* 7 - 


wo”  be———Witty ! cry'd my father, interrupting 


him With a ſneer; let us ſee. that you haye 
common ſenſe, young man, before you affect 
to be witty. Common ſenſe! ſaid Mellifont 
with a ſatirical laugh: Common ſenſe. is a la- 
dp, that very few here are acquainted qith, I 
_ , can tell you that: why, common. ſenle is no 
common woman; and, therefore, ſhe. is as 
much ſhunn' d, by theſe, as a common woman 
by a man, who has any ſenſe at all.— And, as 
to my lady Decency, they don't even know 
her, when they ſee her. Iſ they did, it might 
de poſſible to make them bluſh, Melliſont 
had laid down his knife and fork at the begin- 
ning of this ſpeech, and now, leaning back in 
his chair, and holding up his hands ina ſup- 
plicating poſture, he immediately added, with 
an arch look, that had a . the 1 


and comical, 

Heil, Decenqy daha! mad, 
Deſtemd from beav*n to Beat wid, 
eq hoy om ot wean that's not afraid © (1) 
| - To affront thee, © N 


vi Tat — manner of his neee 
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the dhe kult liges from Swift; and his adding 

the Taft, Without the leaſt Heſitation, gave us 

aft Arekble ſurpriſe, and made my father and 

Lucius ſmile; for the firſt time fince they had 

been at table. And, indeed, "their obſtinately * 5", 

refulihg to drink all "the foaſts, propoſed by 

theſe rakes, and their vindicating our refuſal, 

Mild kept them-in-a-conftant-ſquabble,-whith 

Mellifont was ſure to regulato himſelf accord- 

ing to their motions. Theſe gentlemen, in⸗ 

timidated, affronted, or, ſtrucł with ſome ſenſe 

of ſhame, continued pretty ſilent ſor ſome 

time; and tllen, reſuming their favourite ſub- 

ject of race · horſes, to #00717 RNS 

dranł to each other, and let us alone. 

Arx laſt this hateful meal was over r i | 

proteſt; I would not go thro! the ſame mortiſi- — 

cations, for any conſiderations. My . mind 7 

was then in a very tender ſituation, eakly | 
ſhock'd,' and extremely ſuſceptible of pain. 

How barbarous, how cruel, how inhumans - 

then, was it, thus to blaſt the joy of innocence l 

rudely to tear the veil, that hides thoſe ritess 

that modeſt decency would conceal; but which 

neither God, nor reaſon, condemn l with bru- 

tal inſole noe to trample on the ſnowy robes offt 

baſhful chaſtity Wy impudent to ſtare us 


mto 


4 
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into eonſuſion, and to add a brd to the 
affront, by a ridiculous laugh! I am ſhock d 
at the recollection of this ſcene; and, therefore 
» ou conclude, with aſhiring you, that Tam [ 
Jar en, snm's moſt ſincere, 
and affectionate friend, 


"Fo . FRETICIA Manx x. 
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FT ER fb long a filence, Madam, 
you may juſtly wonder, that I have the 


aſſurance to confeſs that I am ſtill aliyg: but 
however aſhamed I am of my negligence, I 

have neither the complaiſance, nor the reſolu” 
tion, to leave the work out of a punctilio of 
good breeding, eſpecially as I am in gerfe&t 
health, and ſo happy in my preſent ſituation» 
: that I can, without the leaſt pain, think of de- 
ferring, for many years n viſit to the 
the affection: I owe to the friend, and I will 

not deny your having, in appearance, ſome 

reaſon for this heavy charge; but as I hate apo- 
” AJogies, I will not take the trouble to juſtify 
myſeif, tho I would have you think my neg- 
ene Wen 4 
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| of our marriage; ; and I haveltiow to add, that, 


 vilits, which at laſt by 
fati ing, we found ourſelve 
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Fairs to my jndoſency, Rupility, er whaterer. 
elle, You. pleaſes. rather than to a want of that a. 
afteQion,. which 1 ſhall ever feel for you. | 


Thazz months go, 1 gave you an account 


in order to put an end to. thoſe ceremonioug 
grow extremely 
s under a nepeſſity 
ofeavinganyaunt's , ſooner than ye had intend- 
= Mr Manly, therefore, bought. an cltatgy = 
at ſome miles diſtance, with a manſion houſe, * 
Which, by his direction, Was repaired ; and fur- | 
Aided wich all poflible diligence, We remoy= 
ed hither, about two months after I ent vou mx 
laſt; and, at the ſame time, Mellifont carried 
tis bride to his own eſtate, We frequently - 
ſee each other, and enjoy all that ſatisfaction 
from theſe viſits, which the moſt intimate 
friendſhip can afford us. Not theleaſt reſexye 
ſubſifts between us; A perfect ſympathy, in ch 
others happineſs, makes us ſuch ſtrangers:t0 
ceremony, that we have nothing, to do, but to 
confult our own inclinations , to renfler us a 
greeable to each other. Our houſe is. a very 

neat building, yet. o plain a one, that, it would - © 


be trifling too much with your patience, to 


give a deſcription of it.. The Fitustion is * . 5 
ted * bring ſucrounded with woods 8 
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and gröres, which an the end fide muſt, in 
the ſummer feaſon, appear extre mely delight- 


— dt of frolt and ſnow. 
i triumph of nat ; here is the boaſt of art: 


| | ſigtt, charming 
me eas 


* here all the orfiaments that art, in d 
"Sight of natuf@ Can beſtow. WO 


| other opening, büt a large ar 1 and a viſto, 
which carries th eye from th 

building to a conſiderable diſtance... e the 
intermingled branches muſt, I fancy, . in the 


| theydegrees"of light, from che bright, ſun- 
| glittering, through the boughs, to to the 
duſky gloom. of ſober twilight, . 4 
BEI o the main building i is 2 garden, of 
M8 conſiderable extent; which, eyen in this 
| ſeaſon of the year, has its beauties. 'To Wa 
no notice of the parterre, which lies next 
houſe z the hedges, | which are on each fide. he 
principal Walks, are formed of ever greg 
— «teſembliog walls, adorned, at proper W 
pas Wit 


ſul; as the other does 10 How, tho in the 
re will be the 


There dit ünciltbated wilaneſs; which pleaſes 


4iſorder, "render art "ſuperffubus, "Ad be: 


Ix the front is a tall and h moody a com- | 
poſed of oaks, venerable with age, with o 


centre of -the 


ſummer ſeaſon, caſt a ſhade, varied with all 
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branch into. all the decorations of architecture. 
In the midſt of each walk, along an open- 
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with, pilaters, os with eternal — a 


ing, on either hand, the eye is carried through 


A number of triumphal arches compoſed 


the ſame leafy materials, and which, leading 


to the extremity. of the garden, are bounded 
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obſtructed light, ſpreads 2 loom 2 ö 
ſoothing ; while the cluſters of ſhining -betfies 


half covered with 
glafs, with froſted ſaves of intermingled - 
ver and green, ſeem to give the lyg to the ſeßl- 
fon, and to join in one view Chriſtmas and © 
Autumn. At the entrance is a guard, of pi- 


by ſeveral fine alcoves, the paintings of which, 
tho' injured by time, have avery agreable ef- 


fett. In ſome of the ſquares, compoſed by 


theſe walks, are fiſh-ponds, in others, groves 
of fruit trees, and in others, knots of flowers 
of various forms, which, in the ſeaſon for 
theſe fragrant; 
vaſtly delightful; 


ents, muſſ fancy, be 
In the adle of the gar- 
den, where al the principal avenues meet, 


upon a pretty high aſcent, is a ſummer houſe, 
the windows of which, as well as the walls» 


are ſo covered with ever-greens, that the faint 


ow, hanging againſt the 


ants, with their maſſy clubs reſting on the 
pound; harmleſs monſters! that I can Vi 
with 


40 Ferrelg To naar. * 


n 
Fithoutthe leaſt trembling.” istrue, they them. 
ſelves appear in ſome diſorder, for want of pru- 
ning: their heads and bodies are covered with 
à number of luxuriant branches, and, even 
their fingers are grown, near half a yard, be. 
Fond the Juſt proportion, that, ad to be al- 
lowed dem. d e e 
"AUTUMN was far ſpent,'before Lucia * 
1. attended by my father, went to take a view 
of gur new habitation. ' I fancied myſelf i in 
fairy land, and could not help exprefling my 
ſurprize, that while the winds, on one ſide the 
' houſe, ſcattered * in wavy | curls the ruſſet 
leabes, which, wirn every blaſt,” fell from the 
Bal nakedgroves ; ; on che her, they were 
cloathed with Yſely verdure, and ſtill ap- 
pested imiling i in their payeſtJiverics. ” 
+- Ts true, there is ſomething diſagreably 
' formal, in the ſtudied regularity that reigns here: 
nes, Obeliſks, and triumphal arches, arebu, 
atdly mimicked in box and yeugh: but Ml! 
*Yiey find work för ſoine labGuring hatids, who 
© might otherwiſe want thaymeans of ſubſiſtance; 
and, for this reaſon, Lucius may poſſibly . 
ne them in their preſent ſituation, with oh- 
I a few alterations, in order to render the 
f Whole more ealy, free, and natural. "Belides 
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wood, this ſpot, even in che ſuminer ſeaſons. 


will agreeably ſet off the, wildn@s of che pro- 
ſped, and, by a een ee, 
variegated ſcene. = bf 0504S 
Ix this peaceful ie Madam, ws 

enjoy a tranquillity unknown to courts. | Our 
paſſions, which, before this union, were high- 
raiſed, and too tenderly ardent to be unmixed 
with pain, now: gently .ſoothed, fink into a 
delightful repoſe. The; diffidence, the flutter 
of heart is gone, and exchanged for the « calm- 
er ſweets of an endearing friendihip. We 
have now the ſatisfaction of paſſing our. time 
in the proper employment of reaſonable and 


immortal beings, . No wayward. humour in- 


terrupt our peace; no little Jars fret the ten · 
der cord of . ſweet content and mutual com- 
placency, which, when. once broken, * ſo 
difficult to join Mk. | 
RRTIGiou, which, ts ethers. te a ſource of 
the moſt gloomy gellections, is to us an i 
hauſtible ſpring Gf rational and ſublime e 
lighe. We daily addreſs the ſupreme and fo- 
vereign good, as our father, | our friend, and, 
behefaQtor ;\ we admire the wiſdom, "5488 
wonderous fill that ſhines in all Is, 5 
3 fag his goodneſs, and forth our 
humble praiſeꝶ 1250 7 
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2 chat of gy dude! what delight be 661m 
" pitable; ts Mat of a thankful heart! "If {you 
Call this: an n, it is, atleaſt; an enthuſi- 
1 aſm, the moſt noble and reſmied, juſtified by 
de csoleß dictates of reaſon, EX Oy 
: = to render human happineſs complete. 
_ -. Don minds have hitherto been calm and 
3 | | My ſiſter Marilla is my conſtant 
n T have prevailed with. her to 
_ Hay with us'4 4 fortnight, and We ſpend a et 
of the day together, either in reading i in the 
ſummer houſe,” which Lycius has Furniſhed 
with the moſt valuable ornament, a fine col- 
i $18 % ledtion of books; or-in paying or . receivin 
——_— vil, amo a fewfdedt fribhds. Vither 5 
_ ſometimes : all three 1 agd with interminge 
Ted chat and readin Tubjedts ever. 
|} 78 \  Indnifertaii 8. W f my ime. Es 
r taken up with the m__ of my family, 
111 ll Or in Working at my needle. : Your ladyſhip 
fe Whats Jomeſtic anime I am grown ; 
7 while th c eke went, give an Alacrity, to 
1 y Ipicits, "by diverſify ing my favisfaRtions, 1 
i! 1 ä 1 have th the . tobe pleaſed with 
11 * em ; 10 for thoug] Mg you mile, "At. the mean- 
des & my Pi 2 x real happineſs ari 
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Buty Hillgive a greater reliſh .o mne ſupe> . 
nor pleaſures. of which Lam ſenſible, When. 
unbenqing my mind, I enjoy the conyerſati- 
on of my friends. As to the vapours, Mar 
dam, it is 16 long ſince I have felt. thoſe mo- 
diſh diſorders, that I ſcarcely khiow what they 
mean; ſo that not the roſy milkmaid, happy in 
her humblg, obſcurity, that ſings, or laughs, © 
bm morn till evening, can be an 3 

with'the ſpleen man z Win 2:1 13.2288 - 
Cd, 5 dies: more 3 dase 
Lam, Vous, & 

3%, N Manu, 
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receive. an i Ghbiene tomy laſt, you hay- | 
hy yy: eee 64 ve 
you ſee that Ican commit, upon occaſion 

at of ſupererogation. Add this to. . 5 


mer neglect, and try if it wan ant, N 
9 make the balance even. KY $ 
Io of three days our arrival here 
my, father returned to Löhden. We we ; 


now pretty cal thoſe 2 


FP Frrica To Case TE. 


who had been employed, in making the neceſ- 
repairs, being diſcharged, every thing 

was ſoon reduced into proper order.  Melli- 
font, Amelia, and my ſiſter Marilla, were 
preſent, hen my father, in the moſt tender 
manner, took his leave. We had all reſolved 
_to accompany®him ſome miles on the road 3 
but he poſitively refuſed to ſuffer it, alledging 
that this would only prolong the uneaſineſs of 
parting: we were, therefore, obliged to-ſub- 
mit, and he being mounted on horſeback, (for 
he had befof®made us à preſent of his coach) 
attended by a ſervant, was ſoon out of ſight. 
We returned into the hall, and ſtood for ſome 
mo time, in a thoughtful poſture, without ſpeak- 
| ing a Werd; when at laſt Mellifont, aſſuming 
an air of chearfulneſs, cry d out, Come, come, 
what do we ſtand here for? Me muſt divert 
this petfive humour; ſoppoſs de take a turn 
in che garden. This motion was immediately 
comply'd with, and the uneaſy gloom, inſen- 
y diſperſed ; but the weather being pretty 
ordered 2 fire to be made in the ſum- 
me houſe, to which we retired, Having taken 
rr places, Marilla ſaid with a ſmile, I was one 
| "Gay laſt week to viſit Mitſs Pogers,, an elderly 

- maiden wed at of great prudence, and the 


a decea 10 N * . 


4 * a 8 
= 


9 aaa © a wot A » mn «5s. awe © om. tos. 


wat, | ts 6 


D 2» © © 


* 


* 


, . * | 0 * * 4 
— aF* Fi” | 4 1 % FR 


FaLicua 70 Chantorre. 'N | 


; ſhe bags ſmall fortums.. Finds the means, 

. by help of the greateſt oeconomy, to make a 

4 pretty genteel appearance. When I knocked 

r the door, I was told ſhe was not at home; 

a but as ſhe was expected every moment, I was 

| ; defired to walk in, and, indeed, I had: hardly 

x fat down when ſhe entered the room, with her 

8 hands covered with dirt, and one of then 

of Rained with blood. I aroſe, and, with a goo 

00 dear of concern, enquired what was the mat- 
ter. O nothing, cry'd ſhe. I have fallen 

b) down ; but I have only hurt my hand, it was 

nt. a mercy I did not daub my new gown. It was 

on impoffible for me, to ſorbear ſmiling at this an · 


ſwer ; I defired ſhe would explain herſelf, and 
ng BF aſked her, if ſhe thought the Almighty#coul 
be ſuppoſed to concern himſelf in an affair 


fuch a trifling moment, as a few yards of ſilk, 
urn I which, though jt had been ſoiled, would till 
tely anſwer all the ends of dreſs, though not of 
vanity. She was very much diſpleaſed at this 
ety anſwer, and, therefore, all the while ſhe way 


| cleaning herſelf,” and preparing a. plaiſter for 
her hand, warmly juſtified the propriety of 


mean'to fall under the ron, of the ſu⸗ 
Foun governor of the word. 


- Thor * gave File to a ve very ag” 


the expreſſion; alledging, that nothing was tog 3 


perſons ook upon an inconſiderable pain as a 
triſle, When compared to the loſs of what can 


4 
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Siverfiton, 7 bonne. with obſerving, 
that particular circuttiſtances will make ſome 


only ſerve to flatter the imagination, and the 
mote ſo, in proportion to the difficulty of pro- 
curing theſe gratifications. This, ſaid he, is 
2 common caſe z but if it be proper to call the 
ſerving gown unſullied, a mercy, or a 
r from heaven, it muſt be equally fo te 


make this a petition in prayer: yet, if a la- 


dy was to be over heard at her devotions, cry- 
ing, Lord preſerve 1 my beſt gown. and petti- 
coat from Rains and dirt, the abſurdity would 
be ſo glaring, at nobody could avoid taking 
hotice of it. Who has a competency, 
prays Tor wealth, "another, that he may obtain 


the honour for which he is ſoliciting ; but 


whar is cis, abftradted fam abe moral uſe of 
wealth and honour, which few ſeem to re- 
gard, more than praying for a new head- drefs 


or a new gown ? Or what are the petitions for 
the continuance of theſe, when none but 


themſelves receive the leaſt beneft from them, 


but praying that the gown, or petticoat 


may remain unſullied? A gentleman, who 


| nas a coach and pair, is ambitious of 9 — 
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(allicits for a; place, to enable him to accom. 
pliſn iti no. Where is the difference between 
pray ing, that he may obtain this place, and 
praying, that, inſtead of a coach and tiro, he 
may ride in a coach and fix? If à pretty 
milkmaid ſhould pray for money to buy anew 
GONG ba ber erg 1 more fidi- 
culotis ? Ot 212 * 

Men are 0 saß by fall tg 
and enamoured wich the dazling thew 6f 
„ ſome glittering trifle. Providence, they Aat- 
y- er themſelves, is employed on their behalf, 
and the God of nature engaged in procuring 
the empty, the pernicious bauble. The m 15 
ſer unjuſtly {ſeizes che laſt femains of an unfor- 
tindte helpleſs Tamily, expoſes them to want 
and beggary, and adds the fruits of extortion 
to his uſeleſs ſtore, and cries, with his hollow 
eyes lifted up to heaven, It is a. mercy that 
was nat too Tate to fave his money ! Migh t 
not this lets guilty debauchee go to the fiewy,, 
and, with equa] proptiety, ſay, Itis'a me 
that He found his favourite girl. at home] Vet 
what horrid profanation ! Can ahy thing be 
more ſuperſtitions, more ſhocking and abſurd} * 
Unconſcious of the final reſult of things, 
while Heaven is affronted, they are delighted 
* the. * of their favourite asg 


* ; but 


18 Frei T CAA rr 
but how vain, how deluſive the joy! They 
miſtook, for happineſs, what was really the 
_ cauſe of the ſharpeſt? anguiſh, The miſer, as 
he carries home bis gold, is robbed of all his dear 
recovered treaſure ;z while the debauchee is ex- 
piring with a loathſome diſeaſe, 177 
Bur do you infer from this; brother, ſaid 
Marilla, that the Deity is entirely unconcetn- 
ed about the temporal happineſs or miſery of 
individuals? For my en een 
be going a little too far. 
Loucrvs pauſed a moment, * Son ſaid 
| he had hitherto-only endeavoyged to; expoſe a 
falſe notion of -providence, and thats kind of 
ſuperſtition, | which: makes ſome men, who 
deem themſelves the peculiar fayourites. of 
heaven, reſolve events the moſt trivial, - in 
compariſon with thei important concerns of hu- 
man life, into ſignal bleſſings and deliverances- 
A man, of this turn, knows that gratitude i is a 
duty, and affects to diſcharge it very winute- 
but, | nevervefleSting, that the ſuperintend- 
| ing. care of t providence | 1s exerciſed over a whole 
univerſe, ande wich regard to him, only AS 2 
part of that whole ; 5 his . gratitude, Which 
Mould be always warm and lively, lies dor- 
2 gill ſamg.circuraſtance of his .own life, 
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powerfully ftrikes his paſſions, calls it forth 
exerciſe, He can then prove to. you, how 
much above his neighbours he is the object 
of the divine favour, and how juſtly his pi- 
ous acknowledgments render him ſo. 

THatgy then entered, more largely, into 
the conſideration of a particular providence; 
and, as J have recited their obſervations hi- 
herto, I think, I may as well endeavour to 
vive you the ſubſtance of the reft. But, 
dear Madam, you muſt excuſe me, if I fail in 
he performance. It is à taſk ſomewhat above 
my abilities, and, as I ſhall be forced to a- 
5 idge a very long diſpute, which met with 
arious interruptions; I am ſenſible, it will 
ant all thoſe” natural graces in the repeti- 
ion which gave life and ſpirit to the conyer- 
ation, 

Ms1.11ronm obſerved: As the world is a 
great machine, governed by fixed mechanicat 
aws, it is moſt' reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
an, as a free agent, is entirely left to the free 
xerciſe of his natural abilities, and to all the 
onſequences reſulting from it: for it is abſurd 
Wo imagine, that a being of infinite ſagacity 
hould form a world in ſo bungling a- Manner, 
to make any inte rpoſitib at all neceſſary af. 
rwards ; much more to —_ it ſo imer 
Vor; II. at ect e 8 
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fect, as to ſtand in need of continual botch- 

ing and mending. A man makes a watch, 

by which I would illuſtrate my idea of 
"this grand piece of mechaniſm; but this 
watch, though it may be perfect in its kind, 

yet, as it wants frequent winding up, and, e- 
ſpecially, as it calls for repeated repairs, is a 
piece of workmanſhip unworthy the {kill of 
an almighty artificer. 

ExcusE me, Mellifont, reply'd 8 you 
are going on with a ſuppoſition that will never 
be granted. I readily allow, that the ſtupen- 
dous fabrick of this earth, and all the unnum- 
bered worlds that fill the vaſt immenſity of 
Tpace, move, in their ſeveral orbits, by the 
mot perfect laws: but, does it follow from 
Hence, that the whole is only a grand piece of 
clockwork, which, being ſet a going, wil 
move ſeveral thouſand years, before it be run 
down? Gravitation, by which all bodie 
have a tendency to each other, accord- 
ing to the ſtricteſt enquiry, is one of thoſe 
qualities, which do not eſſentially reſide in 
matter, conſequently it can be no part of the 
machine. Your watch then has not only loſ 
its ſpring, but the pivots are dropp'd from e- 
very wheel, and the whole become a heap © 
GG ; nay the yery wheels themſelve 

ba 


0 
1 
ſ 
t 
t 
T 
c 
* 
f 
t 
f 


FELICIA To CHARLOTTE. 51 


| have loſt their form; and the metal, of which 


they are compoſed, is crumbled into infinite- 
ly minute particles. 

Tris gravitation, which evades the ſearch 
of the moſt curious enquiries,. can be reſolved 
into nothing, but the immediate hand of om- 
nipotence, which locks together the infinitely 
ſmall particles of ſolids, impels and gives mo- 
tion to the heavenly bodies, adds freſh fuel te 
the ſun, and whirls round it this ponderous 
maſs of earth and ſea, in a conſtant rotation of 
days and ſeaſons, Hence ariſes a general pro- 
vidence, which, preſiding over all nature, gives 
fertility to the ſoil, raiſes the ſap in vegetables, 
bloſſoms in the trees, and FERN in every 
flower. 

Ir is very apparent, that Wander and 4 light- 
ning, ſunſhine and rain, and, in ſome -mea- 
ſure, the various degrees of heat and cold, 
are net under the ſame regulations, as the di- 
urnal and annual changes; ſince ſome of them 
are ſo far from being periodical, that they have 
no relation to time and place; but are, with 


reſpect to us, abſolutely uncertain and preca- 
rious. Vet, on ſome of theſe depend the ſub- 
ſiſtence, the ſupport, and very beings of the 
whole animal and vegetable worlds ; 
Hex is another inſtance, and in this there 
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is room for the exertion, both of a general and 
particular providence: an inſtance, which 

you, Sir, would have found ſome difficulty 

in reducing to a ſcheme, wholly mechanical. 

I "The earth is patched up with drought, the air 
s more and morerarified, and, conſequently, 
_— : by its tenuity, more unfit to raiſe to adue height, 
And ſupport thoſe miſts from the ſea and rivers, 
which are neceſſary to form the refreſhing rain. 
Wo zs it that directs the clouds to thicken in 
£ © / the heavens, to fall in cool refreſhing ſhowers, 
_ = ©” And before it be too late, at once to rejoice 
che earth, and bleſs mankind? If this dry 
_ * , "feafon laſted one month, why might it 

not have laſted two, fix, or twelve, till man 
and beaſt had been quite deſtroy'd, and whole 
regions laid in ruins? Again, the rain falls, 
muee moiſt and ſpungy air ſtill collects, and till 
pours in a ſettled ſtream, and there is greater 
ppeaſon to believe, that it will rain to-morrow, 
=: thawthere' was yeſterday that it will rain to 
day; and while it continues, the probability 

i till on the ſide of its longer continuance, 

Did not the parent of mankind interpoſe, the 
 _ --Alkenlivening ſun might for ever hide his 
cheating beams, and we might be curſt with a 
- , cloudyiſky,,while joy would be for ever ba- 
n niſhed- 
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niſhed, and ſeed time and harveſt be no 
more. 
In theſe inflances, we daily. ſee the moſt | 
convincing-praofs of the friendly care of the 
univerſal parent, Hence, he bleſſes one nati- 
on, and depreſſes another; and, even in the 
ſame country, humbles and exalts whomſoe- 
ver he pleaſes. | 
But to be more particular, is there the 
leaſt ſhadow of a probability, if we may judge 
from analogy, that is the ſtupendous being, who 
with ſuch. infinite care and ſkill, preſerves the 
material, the vegetable, the animal world. 
ſhould be entirely regardleS of the intellectual 
and moral? That the being, who knows the 
moſt- ſecret ſpritigs that move the human 
heart, ſhould not, upon occaſion, influ * 
ence theſe, and, by affecting an individual, 
give happineſs, to millions? That he ſhould 
inſpire with wiſdom, or perplex and con- 
found, ſo as beſt to ariſwer the wiſe deſigns 
of his government? That the God. of truth 
ſhould, by difuſing a little light over a dark be- 
nighted -mind, - promote the cauſe of truth 
and ſpread the influence of pure religion, a 
free.enquiry, and liberty of conſcience, thro 
a whole nation? That the moſt benevolent 
. ere grant the petiti- 
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ons of the man, whoſe heart is prepared, by 
humble prayer, to receive the bleſlings he aſks ? 
That the friend of mankind, the moſt-virtu- 
ous, the moſt amiable being, | ſhould look, 


with complacency, on virtue in diſtreſs, and 


relieve the pious ſupplicant, wbo confides in his 
goodneſs? That he ſhould curb the pride of the 
ſucceſsful villain, and ſhield the honeſt heart, 
from the ly attacks of the fraudulent knave ? 
Is there any thing irrational in this ? any 
thing beneath a God? If it be more noble 
to change the ſwelling anguiſh of diſtreſs, in- 
to the gladſome raptures of gratitude and joy, 
than to form the moſt curious machine; this 
muſt be an employment more worthy of a 
God, than to create a world of lifeleſs mat- 
ter, or all the glories of what Milton calls 
the © golden pavement of "heaven, or 
ce the bright ſex of Jaſper, or of liquid 
e pearl.“ 

MEL LION looked very grave, and, for 
ſome time, continued ſilent, as if loſt in 
thought, when ſeeming to recollect himſelf, 
Well, well, reply'd he, you may, for ought 
I know, bein the right. We giddy-headed fel- 
lows don't think ſo deeply. But, after all, 
yours is an opinion that, now I think of it, 
we may reaſonably wiſh to be true, Howe- 
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ver let us change the ſubjeft.—— Thus, Ma- 

dam, with indefatigable labour, have I blun- 

dered through this long converſation, and am 

now ſo heartily tired, that I am abſolutely un- 

able to add any thing more, than that I am, 
moit affectionately, yours, 

FELICIA MANLY. 


P. S. When I had finiſhed the above letter, 
inſtead of ſending it away immediately, as I 
at firſt intended, I reſolved to ſhew it Lucius, 
and this delay retarded my ſending it, till the 
end of the week. I have juſt now received 
„ an anſwer to my laſt ; but with what ſurpriſe 
s do J find myſelf fo unmercifully treated, a- 
a bout one poor paragraph *, which, though 
t- vou had diſliked, your good- nature might have 
Is made you overtook! I am really half angry; 
or but you throw away ſo much wit and humour 
id on my pious rant, as you are pleaſed to call it, 

that I am almoſt afraid and aſhamed to con- 
or feſs it. However, I can't help being perſua- 
in ded, that all this mirth is at the expence of 
It, ¶ your more ſober judgment. But the bottom of 
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ht | my paper puts me in mind, that it is time * 
el- to conclude this long poſtſcript; I, therefore, 
ill, « 23 * 4 : refer TY 


it, fl * Letter XXVIII, Page 41. We daily addreſs .' 


e- the ſupreme, c. from which paſſage Charlotte takes 
occaſion to ridicule prayer. 
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the preſant, the down my pen 
Pa es 45, ib+/aft line but one, after would, the rea- 
der is defortd te add, I thought this argument ſo con- 
clufive, that I was quite at a loſs for a. reply, and. 
therefore, introduced a different ſubject. But I have 
fincerecolleedan obſervation of yours, brother, that 
amongfuperficialthinkers it is no uncommon thing to 


And an injudicious application of the moſt important 
truths, when it is made to ſupport their own” weak 
prejudices, to caſes in themſel ves of no importance. 


LETTER XXX. 

DAR Mapan, % | 
SHALL take no notice of the ridiculous 
light, in which you place my manner of 
life. Your repreſenting me as a recluſe, and 
the companion of the- young Druid Lucius, 
and your invocation to the rural gods and 
goddeſſes, on their receiving me to theſe ſe- 
queſter'd ever verdant ſhades, have ſuch > 
mixture of pleaſantry and humour, that with 
all that ſolemn fanctity, which you lay to 
my charge, I could not help laughing very 
heartily : but the caſe is a little different, with 
regard to what yau call the puritanical ſcheme, 
and the pious whim; for your ridicule here 
has a levity, in my opinion, bordering a lit. 
tle upon the propha ne. "Yet, for all this, it 
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took to make me comply with it, and inſiſt 
upon my ſending you .the particulars. Can 
any thing be more extraordinary? However, 
to let you ſee how much I am Yours, I obey 
and proceed, 

Arzw days after our marriage, Lucius de- 
fired me to take a turn with him in the garden. 
I readily complied, and as I peceived an unuſu- 
al thoughtfulneſs in his look, I endeavoured 
to divert him; when, taking hold of my hand, 
My dear Felicia, ſaid he, I am going to make 
myſelf appear to you in a very ridiculous light; 
and to make à propoſal, that I fear, will ex- 
poſe me to be laughed at: but, perhaps, I in- 
jure you l am perſuaded I do — Cuſtom 
makes us aſtiamed: of our duty; we are aſha- 
med of uttering ſolemn important truths, tho 
of the greateſt moment: for however free- 
ly we talk of the ſocial duties, it is with re- 
luctance we mention thoſe to our maker. 

How you raiſe, my curioſity! cry'd I; out 
with it, dear Sir, I beſeech you, and don't 
keep me any longer in ſuſpenſe. - 

You-know; my dear, continued he, with 
a tender warmth, the bleſſings I am loaded 
with. I imagine myſek raiſed from almoſt 
nothing; I ſee my father relieyed from thoſe - 
keel, eee me down; ; and, while 
1 Cs fur- 
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ſurrounded with plenty, I enjoy one bleſſing 
more, dearer than all the affluence of life— 
Ah! what is life compared to this! Can Tz 
O can I, ſmother the gratitude of my heart ? 
Can I confine it within the narrow limits of 
my own breaſt? Will not you join with me, 
- In adoring the kind ſovereign of the world ? 
Shall we not, with united hearts, at once ex- 
preſs the full ſentiments of our ſouls, and keep 
alive the pious ardor, that longs for utterance ? 
Shall we not, by petitioning the continuance 
ef his mercy, implant and cheriſh thoſe diſpo- 
Stions, that will me us more W of 
that mercy? 
As IL am equally — in the bleſſings 
you mention, ſaid I, Fought, perhaps, to re- 
proach myſelf with a want of that ſenſibility, 
which you expreſs with a warmth that, I muſt 
own, is very affecting. I have heard prayer ri- 
diculed, and you muſt excuſe me if J ſay, 1 
am afraid T ſhould tbok upon it, as a few 
minutes paſſed in a. very irkfome- manner, 
There is ſomething fo ſolemn and: gloomy, in 
the very idea of theſe ſet devotions, that they 
almoſt fright me. 
Lier us baniſh, faid he, with a ſmile, the 
_ gloom of ſuperſtition, and religion will then 
appear all over amiable ; her beauties wil 


bright: 
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brighten upon the review, and the more we 


are acquainted with her, the more we ſhall be 
charmed with her graces. Prayer is one of 
the firſt duties, dictated by natural reli- 


gion, the elder ſiſter of Chriſtianity: a duty, 


naturally ariſing ſrom our obligations to, and 


dependance on, the univerſal parent, the 


friend of mankind, the patron of virtue, the 


moſt amiable, the moſt kind, and benevolent 
being in the univerſe: a duty, enjoined by 


Chriſtianity, and enforced by the example of . 


our great law-giver himſelf. Did we, my dear, 
addreſs a ftern and rigorous tyrant, a gloomy . 


terror and awful dread might juſtly hang 


upon our ſpicits : but how great is the differ- 


ence, when inſpired by gratitude, and prompt- 


ed by the glow of filial. love, we addreſs a 
being, whoſe all-commanding goodneſs de- 
mands our utmoſt eſteem, our higheſt com- 


placency | ! Surely, it muſt then be accompani- ' 


ed with a moſt ſublime and rational delight! 


I Know it is objected, that, as we can in- 


form the deity of nothing, but what he knew, 


before, and can aſk him for nothing, but what 


his original goodneſs will prompt him to- . 
grant, without our petitioning for it; prayen 


muſt be, in its own nature, abſurd and imper- 


tpent. 
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Ir is true, that this duty makes no change 
in God; it is true, he will grant, without our 
petitions, what it is fit for infinite benificence 
to give, and us to receive : but, it is as true, 
that the exerciſe of this duty, by changing the 
diſpoſitions of the mind, changes that fitneſs ; 
as the humble ſupplicant 3 is an object, more 
worthy of the divine bleffing and protection, 
than che man, whioni no ſenſe of duty can fix, | 
and no obligations bind. Does it not exalt, 
refine, and elevate the mind, by leading it to 
the contemplation of the moſt ſublime 
and important truths? Does it not call a- 
way the heart, from the purſuit of folly and 
madneſs? Does it not raiſe the ſoul to the 
god of virtue, and, conſequently, to virtue it- 
ſe}f? Does it not check the growth of pride 
ſelf-ſufficiency, and malice ? Does it not keep 
awake the tender ſentiments of humanity, our 
gratitude to our maker, our affection to our 
friends ? 
Exo, my dear Lucius, here I cry'd, 
enough, I own myſelf conquered, My 1 
luctance i is vaniſhed. 
' Y60 miſt know, Madam, Jt was at * 
cloſe of the day, when Lucius deſired me to 
walk out, and, as the ſun was then ſetting, it 
began to grow dark; we, therefore, went 
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into the thickeſt part of a tuft of trees, where. 
we might ſafely remain unobſerved, when 
lice the firſt happy pair, we preſented our e- 
vening oriſons, which, for the future, were 
commonly performed | in my chamber. When 
we came to remove, it was reſolved, that this 
duty ſhoiild be performed, A day, in the 
family; and, on this acco we choſe the 
moſt ſober young people we cduld find for 

our ſervants. I dare ſay, we have more order 
and decency obſerved in bur family, than in 
any other Within ten miles round us. We 
ſeldom omit going to church | twice every_ 
ſunday z not ſo much to gain any new acqui- 
ſition of knowledge, as to keep alive a ſenſe 
of our duty, and, at the ſame time, to ſet 
an example to the reſt of the pariſh; the 
lower ſort of which are greatly influenced by, 
what they ſee us great folks, as they call us, 
do: for here, with reſpect to example, one 
vr two, thouſand pounds a year has a 8 


ſind times more efficacy, than all the advanta- 
ges of ſuperior ſenſe and reaſon. 


"You have'now two letters, ſince I receiv=. 
cd your laſt, and, if they don't give your 

ady{hiip the vapours, I may be in hopes, that 
you Will, "iti time, be good for ſomething 
Ie, beſides giving ſelicity to one man, plea_ | 
dure - 
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fure to a few friends, and happineſs to a num- 
ber of dependants : you may in that caſe, I ſay, 
become ridiculous enough to exerciſe the wits 
and exhauſt the ſpirits of your gay compani- 
ons; but you will never have the honour, like 
me, to find a friend, who will, with ſuch ſpark- 
ling wit, and fine addreſs, endeavour to laugh. 
you out of yourTeligion. 
I HAVE the honour to be 
K Your Lapysnie's 
very humble ſervant, 
Felicia MANLY, 


LETTER XXXI. 

N order to introduce this Letter, Madam, 

it is neceſſary for me to inform you, that 
my father, before he took his leave of us, had 
ſeveral times hinted to Lucius, that it would 
be no diſadvantageous employment for him, to 
learn the characters, and manners, of his te- 
nants, and even of the poor reſiding on his 
eſtate: that he ought, particularly, to enquire 
into their circumſtances, and that, as his i 
tereſt was cloſely connected with theirs, to en 
deavour to ſerve them to the utmoſt of hi 
power. As ſaon as my father was gone, 
* » * 
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Lucius reſolved to pay them a viſit, and yeſ- 
terday begun to put his deſign in execution, 
imagining that, as he was yet quite unknown, 
he might be the better able to inform himſelf 
to his ſatisfaction. Laſt night, after his return, 
I learnt his ſucceſs, and as he happened upon 
ſome adventures, in this expedition, worth re- 
lating, I. ſnall give them to you, while they are 
yet freſh in my memory, 

He ſet out ſoon after it was light, dreſſed 
but meanly, and with only one ſervant out of 
livery, and rode to a farm houſe, at about twe 


miles diſtance ; where entering the yard, he 


diſmounted, knocked at the door, and aſked 
for the maſter, who came running from the 
ſtable, and; in a ſurly manner, demanded what 
he wanted. Lucius deſired to be informed, 
if he knew any body that could ſupply him 
with a load of hay. This queſtion at once 
eivilized the farmer, who before ſeemed reſol- 
ved to behave in a very brutal manner; but the 
bargain being ſoon made, Lucius went in to 
pay, and the farmer to receive his money, when 
a mug of ale being brought, the latter, 


after: a good hearty draught, became, 


in an inſtant, one of the moſt ſociable fel- 


lovs in the univerſe: he ſhook Lucius twenty 


times by the hand, with a freedom, as great 75 
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if it had been authorized by a long acquaint- 
ance: Having entertained him, for half an hour 


together, with the price of corn and cattle at 


the market, Lucius, with the air of a ſtranger, 
enquired about: his farm, and aſk d him, who 
was his landlord; when he 1 in the follow - 
ing manner. 

Vo mun know, * that I ha- gota new 


| lonlord; I doant know who he is, but the) 


ſay he has married one of your Lonon laidies, 
who, they ſay, has a mort o money; beſides, 


they ſay, he is one 0'thoſe good natured foo's 


Jook'e, that wull do ony mon a ſervice that 
axes him, thof he never ſead him aw his born 
days; and beſides, I believe the grey mare is the 
better horſe, far he is meety fond of his lady, 
never ſtirs from whome, and never gets drunk. 
Now my dame ſays, that ſuch a lonlord asthis'n 
is fit to beimpoſed upon; butIdoant mind what 
mha ſays, for I am meſter in my own houſe, and 


tant be contradicted by the beſt woman that 


* 


wears à hecad. No, no, let Tummus Clod 


aloan for that, rn like ind lonlord- 


Pd hong myſelf. 

Vo are in the W replied 

Lucius laughing, always take care to be maſter 

in your own houſe. Ey, Ey, rejoined the cou- 

e eee mon, I can tell ye 
that, 
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that, and a {collard too, far 1 can yeead and 
write, and! was one whoale month in my ac- 
cidaney; and larn'd ſomething about parts of 
ſpeeach, and neauns and prunams, and I hardly 
xnow what my ſelf, T believe it, cry d Lucius, 
you are a great man, and may be as great a 
man as your landlord yet, for ought I know. 
- Odzookers, gi me yo'r hond again, cried 
the farmer, delighted with the compliment; 
yo'r an honeſt felley, I'll be ſworn; but here's 
to ye heartily: but as I Was a ſaying, my lon. 
lord is a {oft fort of a mon, and ſo, as I oπw-e 
bauf a year's rent to my old lonlord, IJ have a 
mind my new lonlord ſhould pey it, but yo“ 
munno ſay one thing of it. O no, replied Lu- 
eius, 1 won t ſay any thing of it, without you 
tell your new landlord of it yourſelf, No, no, 
who would be foo then? rejoined the farmer 3 
I ontyfell a few trees that were ſtonding on the 
londz time out o*mind, and which I ſhould no 
do by reet, a cauſe they were mentioned in my 
leaſe. Well, but as to the honeſty of the thing, 
friend Thomas, cried Lucius, how do you recon- 
eile that? Honeſty | reply'd Clod, why as to 
that, meſter, you know we mun live, It is 
true Tam pretty well to paſs; but a mon ſhould 
take care o his family, and ye know What the 
Fe GWes'ni? fee, the heart does n fue, as the 
proverb 
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proverb goes; and a little out of a mickle is 
no! miſs d. But pray, {aid Lucius, how much 
may. the trees you have cut down be worth ? 
Why look'e, my lad, reply'd the farmer, a hun- 
dred pound; and ſo I ſhall ha' ten paund in my 
pocket, for my trouble; that yo know is but 
fair, For your trouble! cried Lucius, that 
is very extraordinary, Why yo know, re- 
Joined the booby, a mon ſhould be paid for his 
labour, and beſides ſuch a hen-peck'd— 

Here his wife entered, who it ſeems had o- 
verheard ſome part of this fine diſcourſe ; and 
giving him a look of contempt, You are a 
wiſe felley, cried ſhe, to tell aw ye'r affairs to 
a ſtreanger ! Ah l ye oud foo?, if I had no more 
wit than yo, ye might have been hang'd be” 
fore now, Nay daam, cried he, doent ſcold, 
ye know that you adviſed me to it. I had no- 
fell'd the trees, if ye had no' made me. I made 
ye, cried ſhe, colouring, and coming a ſtep or 
two nearer ; I made ye | I made ye tell of it too, 
did I? Anſwer me that, do dunce, do; this mon, 
for ouwt yo know, may tell ſquire Monly. No» 
no, cried he trembling, he looks like an honeſt 
felley. An honeſt felley' Vie raſcal ; an Ab- 
neſt felley is a very proper perſon to tell that yo 
ate a rogue. O chat ever I ſhould be yoake to 
a foo'! I am no more a foo than other folks» 
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eried he, juſt loud enough to be heard. Than o- 
ther folks, ye blockhead ! ſhe rejoined, as loud 
as ſhe could baul, I ſuppoſe yo mean me.—I a 
fool, ye dog! There take that; and here ſhe. 
ſeized the mug, and throwing it at her huſbands 
ile w over his head, whilſt the liquor was pretty 
equally divided between all the three. She now 
burſt into tears, ſobbing out, Caw me a foo? 
ye barbers mon yo ; I doant deſerve to be 
treeatedathis'n, I doant, ye wicked munſter yo. 

Lucius here ſlipp'd out, and calling his ſer- 


vant, the honeſt courageous farmer followed 
him to the door, ſcratching his head ; but look- 
ing behind him, and ſeeing his wife ſeated in a 
chair, atthe other end of the room, he whiſper- 
ed, It is well you were here, meaſter, or I be- 
lieve I ſhould ha? murdered her. Lucius made 
no anſwer ; but, mounting and riding off, told 
him he would ſend a waggon for his hay; and 
immediatly went to take a view of the de- 
vaſtation made among his trees, when he 
found eighteen or twenty of the largeſt oaks 
yg ready to beg 
" AGREABLE N 
Lucius was under fome perplexity, on thinking 
how he oughts proceed with the farmer. He 
now vifited ſeyeral of his other tenants, from 


whom he learnt nothing worth. mentioning · 
They 
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they were in general honeſt plain men, blunt, 


and extremely Ignorant: and. afterwards paid 
a viſit to the miniſter of the pariſh, with whom 


he dined. On his return home, he obſerved, 
at a ſmall diſtance from the road, a farm-houſe 
belonging to the ſame manor ; hither he went, 
and entering without ceremony, thought he 
obſerved a wildneſs in the looks of the people, 
that ſeem'd to expreſs a good deal of fear and 
apprehenſion. At firſt; he fancied he might be 
known; but he was ſoon of a different opinion, 
for the woman riſingfrom her ſeat, with atrem- 


bling voice, aſked what he wanted; and, in the 


ſame inſtant, the husband ſlippꝰ d out at the back 


door. Lucius reply'd, that he was very ſorry, 


If his being there gave them any uneaſineſs ; 
and fo far from doing them any hurt, he would 
ſerye them to the utmoſt of his power. The 


woman eyed him very attentively, and ſtood, 


for ſome time, ſilent, which only ſerved to en- 
creaſe his curioſity; at laſt ſhe thanked: him, 
and aſk'd again what he wanted. Want! 


| ſaid he, why you behave ſo odly, that I want 
to know what is the ma 


| Vou look like 
god ſort of woman, a he, and I ſhould 


be glad to drink a diſh of tea with you; which 


Thad ratherhave here; than at a publick houſe. 


* . " . , 0 
Lack- a-day ſaid ſhe, we never drink tay but 
4 1 ' N s | g : *. PA "1 | L 3 - 
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Yo ſhall be welcome, if yol ſend for it, and 
cook it yo'r ſelf; for I doant well know how 
to go about it. On this Lucius gave her 2 
guinea; the tea and ſugar were bought, and a 
teapot, and two earthen cups and ſaucers bor- 
row d but when the change was brought to Lu- 
cius, he gave it amongſt the children. This en- 
tirely won the good woman's heart; ſnhe now 
loſt all her fears, and at his requeſt, readi- 
ly ran to call her husband; who was no ſooner 
ſeated, than Lucius informed him that he was 
a gentleman whohad a pretty eſtate in that part 


of the country; but as he was upon a frolic, 
he did not chuſe to tell his name. He then ur- 


ged the farmer, to let him know the cauſe of 
that diſorder; which, on his entering the houſe, 
was viſible in all their countenances, 
You great folks, cried the honeft man, have 
no notion of the misfortunes and cares, that 
ſometimesfall upon us, who are forced to ſtrug- 
ole hard to get an honeſt living. One bad 
ſeaſon puts us back ſo far, that ſeveral 
good ones can hardly repair our loſſes. This, 
meſter, is my caſe. About four year ago I 
had a rot among my ſheep, which kill'd above 
hauf, and thoſe the beſt o my flock; and as 
my corn-proved bad, I could no pay my rent: 
this put me dehind hond; ; _ my lonlord 
a” - MY +> excuſed, 
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is 


excuſed, and promiſed not to diſtreſs me: but 
as he is dead, and the lond ſold to one Squire 
Monley, his executors, as they conno? ſeize my 
ſtock, threaten to throw me into jail, for th, 
hauf year that is ſtill due. This makes me o 
moſt diſtracted. There is near a quarter due 
to my new lonlord, and if they ſhould let me 
alone, Pknow no' when I ſhall be able to pey 
him. But,*werriday,  T ha' no hopes that they 
will forbear any longer, 'Tho' my fears keep 
me awake, I every morning dread the leet, and 
when I riſe, I tremble to think that, perhaps 
the next neet I may lig in a priſon ; and when 
it grows dark, I am glad that, once more, | 
ſhall ſleep in mine own bed, and be ſecure til 
morning. Sunday is, indeed, a happy dey 
1 then enjoy my ſecurity, but as the nee! 
comes on my fears return, —O meſter, it breaks 
my beart to think what will become of my 
poor family, which you ſee is none of the ſmall. 
eſt! I am a feard to go about my work. 
tremble at the feet of a ſtroanger. I hardly 
know what to do. In An, J am o' mol 
mad. | 
Lucius was fo extremely affected a at he mov. 
ing expreſſive tone, andthe artleſs {umplicity, 
with which the poor man told his diſtreſs, thy 
| N 
d ard of eat te ume meaningaa wake. 


ſooner dee than do it. 
freely to ſuch a rich mon. I am not uſed to 
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he ay ſcarcely refrain from tears, and it was 


with much difficulty that he concealed his con- 


cern. 

WELL but ſuppoſe, you ſhould tell your caſe 
to your new landlord, ſaid Lucius; if you can 
give him proof that you are an honeſt man, 
he may, perhaps, take the debt upon himſelf, 
and rather than loſe a good tenant give you 
time for payment. I know him, he is a good- 
natur'd man, and I dare ſay he will not be s i 
upon you. 

No, no, replied the unhappy man; I cou 4 
I cou'd never ſpeeak 


ſuch company. Beſides, it would ſignify no- 
thing. It is a miſerable life to be all'as in feat 

Now I have thought of ſomething, cried 
Lucius, with a forced ſmile, that I am ſure 


will do. Have you not ſome timber growing 


on your land? Yes, returned the farmer ; but 

what then? Why T1! tell you, reply'd Lucius, 
ſuppoſe you cut it down, and ſell it, and pay 
your debt with the money; Mr Manly will 
never mils it. 

Tus farmer here held up his hands, and his 
wife examined him more narrowly, and, if poſ- 
ſible, with greater terror than before. At laſt, 
1 3 man, ſtarting up, as if affronted) - 

ſhoek*d» 
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ſhock d, and inſulted; cry'd, Get out o my 
Houſe, ye villain; do ye tak me for a rogue ? 
And, here he ſeiz'd a large oak ſapling, that 
| Rood in the , chimney corner. Lucius got 
up, and was beginning to ſpeak in- his own 
defence; but he had hardly opened his lips, 
when he was interrupted. Yoa gentleman | 
70 the devil! Ay, cry d the wife, it is the de- 
vil, ſure enough, for all he has hid his cloven 
foot. Here, gi me the money, cried ſhe to 
her children; there, tak yo'r curſt money, ad- 
ded ſhe, throwing it at him; every geſture ex- 
preſſing the fright and agitation of her mind, 
Lucius endeavoured, in vain, to ſpeak; Get 
out, was ſtill repeated, and the huſband, hold- 
ing up his ſapling, advancing, cry d, ll fee if 
he be the devil or no. On this poor Lucius, 
retreating backwards, tumbled over the threſh- 
old into the yard, and the door was immedi- 
ately clapp'd to, and lock d. He received, 
however, not the leaſt damage by the fall, ex- 
cept what his coat and wig ſuſtained; for a heap 
of friemily dung, that had been kindly raiſed 
by ſome cows and horſes, received the fallen, 
tho formidable Lucius. But, though his bed 
vas ſoft; it was nat a fit place to reſt in; he 
aroſe, therefore, immediately, when he over- 


' heard the poor honeſt man cry n 
Lt od 
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God forbid that I ſhould be ſuch a villain, as 
this felley would ha me be. I'd go to a jail 
firſt,” If Lam miſerable, I am honeſt at leaſt, 
and, after aw, that is ſome comfort. Mean 
while the ſervant, who was walking in the 
yard, ſeeing Lucius in this diſorder, ran to his 
aſſiſtance; but, finding him already upon his 
legs, without ſpeaking a word, in a moment 
broke the door, which, it ſeems, was a very 
light one, to pieces. The woman was, un- 
happily, fainted away in a chair, and the good 
man was aſſiſting her: him he ſeized by the 
collar, and, in an inftant, threw up his heels, 
and was preparing to revenge the abuſe done 
to his maſter, when Lucius put aſide the blow, 
and, with difficulty, dragged him away, for 
he quitted his hold with much reluctance. Bus 
they had hardly mounted their horſes, when 
the farmer's ſon, and a ſervantman and maid, 
who had heard the buſtle, the two firſt from the 
ſtable, and the laſt from the dairy," came run- 
ning to the field” of battle. A ſpeedy retreat 


was abſolutely neceſſary, for this wi*now 8 


an improper time to hold a patly; they, Mete- 
fore, having gained the gate of the yardſ get 
ſpurs to their horſes, and were ooh our ck 
icht. po ah +9990 
nds, Madam, I have 1300 the hiſto” 
01. II. D * 
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ry of one day's ramble, and, if nothing pre. 4 

vents, I ſhall, very ſpeedily, ſend you the I m 

ſequel of the ſtory of theſe two tarmers with 

. ſuch oppoſite characters. Mean time I am * 

very much | 
Vox Lapysmie's, Ce. 


FELIcIA MANLY: 


LETTER XXXIL 


OU think it ſtrange, Madam, that tho 
Lucius ſhould relate the diſcourſe of 
© Econ in the dialect of the county, I 
ſhould have memory ſufficient to retain the 
pronunciation; and, from this remark, you 
infer, that I have had more regard to your di- 
verſion, than to the veracity of an hiſtorian. 
But here you are greatly miſtaken ; you ought 
w conſider the difficulty of living in the coun- 
try, without catching: the peculiarities of the 
language, This I have ſufficiently obtained, 
So that I have nothing more to do, than. to 
remember the words: the pronunciation 
babe already. I have a good deal of the country 
accent, in my ordinary converſation, and, when- 
Ex am 1 6, can. in the true 
dia- 


— 


* 
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diateft, almoſt, as fluently as the ſprightly 


milkmaid, ot the wife of the plowman. 
Tax day after the adventure of the two 
farmers, I was no ſooner ſtirring, than I heard 
an unuſual buſtle below ſtairs, and ſeveral per- 
ſons talking very loud, with ſome ſounds, 
which, though I could not perfectly under- 
ſtand, ſeemed to expreſs great amazement. 
My woman could give me no ſatisfaction, I, 
therefore deſired her to ring the bell; when 
a ſervant entered the room, with as much ter- 
ror in her looks, as if ſhe had juſt ſeen a 


20 ghoſt. What is the matter, Mary ? fad Tz 
of you look frighted. O law, Madam, cried 
* ſhe, wud“ you think it! Did you ever hear 
_ the like? The devil has appeared to mytneam 


di. and my naunt Saunders, and teld them, that 
a8 how—as how—As how what? returned I. 


ohe | _D2 Why 


un- Vn, in this county, carries, with it, ſome 
the thing of the idea of a compliment, as W 
ned. more reſpecq than 7 3 and, for this reaſon, h 
nad wives, in particular, who, on common occaſions, 
to politely, as they think, make uſe of the word Tos, 
n whenever they quarrel conſtantly contract it into 
ntry Hp. This is an n recom- 
mended to the conſideration of that ingenious gen- 
tleman, the compiler of the Engliſh dictionary, now 
true W in the preſs. 699 
u + My neam, and my naunt ; other counties ſay 
gaſſer and gammer- © a | 


* 
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Why as how, continued ſhe, he wud ha 
him cut down aw the ſquire's trees, and he 
wud gi' him a power o' money for them; 
and he gived them ſome money, which was, 
I ſuppoſe, for arneſt; but they wud no tak 
it. Indeed, Madam, it is true; for, I verily 
believe, we ſhall ha the Woll ſtory in print. 
Pho, Pho, is that all? cried I; it is an idle 
tale, take my word for it. Pray what ſort of 
Aa devil was it? O? he was a meety civil de- 
vil at firſt, ſaid ſhe, and as like a honſome 
man as ever you ſeed ; but, at laſt, he vaniſh- 
ed out o the door, as one may ſay, in a flaſh 
fire; and then they“ made the door after 
him, when an ugly devil came pop through the 
' Key hole, and wud fean ha* murdered the 
good man ; but the hondſome devil poo'd him 
away, and wud no“ let him; wait they 
went out, they had like to ha' takken the ſide 
o the houſe wi' em; for the doore was bro. 
Teh aw to pieces, and to be ſure there was a 
great ſmell of brimſtone. I mar'l whether 
che handſome devil had no' great ſaucer een, 


goody Simple fays, ſha thinks ſha heard ſay a5 
much, But the ugly devil had two great plat- 
vom like balls of fire, and turned into the 


ter- 
* Shat the door, y 


when my neam was going to ſtrike him; for 
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terribleſt creature that ever was ſeen. There 
is nothing in it, Mary, ſaid I, am ſure of it. 
Nay, Madam, faid ſhe, to be ſure you know 
beſt, and Iam a'moſt o your mind, for tho 
they ſay, old Nick can dizen himſelf like 
an angel of leet, yet yo know as how he can 
never go without his cloven foot ; and Betty: 
Saunders look'd wi” aw the een in her head, 
but cou'd na ſee it. But, methinks, it is a 
pitty ſuch a fine ſtory ſhud no? be true. For- 
of aw things, T like to hear about ghoſts, and 
q haunted houfin, and ſuch like. Our Robin, 
4 Madam, loff d at goody Simple, and ſaid ſhu 
was a lying awd witch, and talk'd as thof he 
* would kick her out o' the houſe; but we wud 
he vo let him; and then he flew into a paſſion, _ 
and faid his een were no more like platters, 
nor balls of fire, than hern, and if ſhu ſaid it 
de again, he wud kick her ar—, breech, I mean, 
o. | fving your preſence. Here ſhe dropped 

. a | courteſy, But, continued ſhe, we cou'd no 
ner ! tell what to mak of that, for the ſquire came 
en, in, and ſaid, Huſh, not a word, Robin; and 
for then ſtaid to hear the woman himſelf, while 
a5 ſhe eat the meat I giv'd her quietly, and * 
at: me fetch her a mug of ale. 

the War, ſaid I, I have enough of this i | 
. Quff; tell John he muſt go and bring Mrs, 
D 3 Saun- 
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Sen to me. Here Lucius ind, and 
added, And her huſband too, and bid him be 
- ſure to tell him he muſt not be frighted ; for 
I have ſome good news, for him. And then 
coming to me, as Mary left the room, Well, 
my Dear, ſaid he, you find I am mounted on 


te wings of ſame; Mary, I ſuppoſe, has 


given you a full account. O yes, ſaid I, they 
are reſolved to make a devil of you; they 
| have already collected ſome diabolical circum - 
ftances, and I don't doubt but before night 
they will have dreſſed up you, and your man 
with all the terrors that the moſt wild imagi- 
na ion can invent. No matter, ſaid Lucius 
though they paint me in the charaQer of a 
| devil, the portrait they give of me is fo unlike 
the original, that I ſhall never be known by 
it. If poor Robin is already ſuch a monſter, 
what muſt he be by to-morrow morning; when 


the ſtory will be ſpread thro? the whole coun- 


ty; and every one has added ſome dreadful cir- 
cumſtance to the fiction? Horns and hoofs 
will be the leaſt of his deformities, Had the 
old woman ſtay d till then, before the brought 
us the news, poor Robin would have gaped, 
and ftared, and wondered, wi the reſt. 
However, I am glad the honeſt farmer is ſent 
for, The poor man's diſtreſſes have touched 
Rs - me 
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me very nearly, and ſomething muſt be done for 
him. I intended to ſend to him this after- 
noon, but I am better pleaſed that I ſhall fee 
him this morning, fince he will now have a 
few hours taken from his. anxiety, and added 
to his happineſs, A valuable conſideration, 
ſaid I, that ought not to be forgot, when» 
ever we intend to confer an obligation. 

In about two hours time, the honeſt far- 
mer made his appearance on horſeback, with 
his wife behind him, freſh ſhaved, and both 
dreſſed out in their Sunday's garb. All the 
ſervants, in an inſtant, ran out to ſee them; 
except my woman, and Robin, who was, 
purpoſely, ſent out of the way, on a meſ- 
ſage to Nottingham ; for they had been in- 
formed of their coming, by John, who re- 
turned near an hour before. They diſmount - 


ed at the door, when a volley of queſtions- 


were, in a moment, diſcharged from every 
mouth, to which it was impoſſible for either 
of them to anſwer. This Lucius, and I, ob- 
ſerved from the dining room window. I im- 
mediately went down, and found that the 
men had now ſarrounded the farmer, and the 
maids his wife, whom they all viewed wit 
looks of aſtoniſhment, all deſirous of being 
anſwered firſt, as thinking their own queſ- 

74 tion 
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tion of the moſt conſequence. I ſtood, in the 
hall, near a minute, to obſerve this ridiculows 
ſcene; but, whatever anſwer they had receiv- 
ed, I-obſerved a general air of diſſatisfaction 
almoſt as great as that which appeared imme- 
diately after; when, in order to draw the 
good couple from the clamour of this tor- 
' -menting perſecution, I ordered them to be 
conducted into a back parlour, facing the: gar- 
den, and I could hear diſtinctly, as they ſepa- 
rated, one cry, No een of fire | another, 
No cloven foot ! and, from different voices, 
No horns ! No tail! Ns nothing, I think; 

It's a pity! Ah! mn 
to nought | 

Tune had been in the parlour ke two 
minutes, when I went to them. Ifound them 
ſtanding ; but taking a chair myſelf, inſiſted 
upon their being ſeated, which, aſter ſome 
clumſey ſcrapes from the one, and as awk- 

ward curteſies from the other, they, at laſt, 
complied with ; but ſat together, cloſe up to 
the wall, in the moſt diſtant corner of the 
room. As ſoon as this ceremonial was over» 
which laſted ſome time, for theſe country peo- 
ple certainly think good manners. conſiſts in 
being troubleſome, Mrs. Saunders, ſai 05 
they tell very ſtrange things of you. 
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have been dealing with the devil, it ſeems ; 


at leaſt, he has been paying you a viſit. 
Who, I deal with the devil ? ery'd the good 
woman, in a fright; Lord help me, I hope 
I ha' nothing to do wi” him. I hope fo too, 
faid I ; but, pray what foundation is there for 
this ſtrange tory? Here, ſhe related it, in: 
much the ſame manner that Lucius had done, 
only omitting her huſband's account of his 
misfortunes, and making uſe of the terms, 


' handſome devil, and ugly devil, to make a 


diſtinction between them: but ſhe miſtook: 
one circumſtance ; which, indeed, had, as: 
ſhe underſtood it, a very diabolical appearance; 
for ſhe aſſerted, that the laſt time Lucius and: 
Robin entered the houſe, came in thro” 
the key-hole, and broke the door to pieces, as- 
they went out; but, here the huſband inter- 

poſed, and ſet her right; when ſhe apologi- 


'zed for her miſtake, by ſaying, that ſhe ſaw” 


the door locked; before ſhe fainted away, and? 
when ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe found it broke 


to pieces; and as ſhe was before pretty ſure- 


it was the devil, ſhe thought it moſt natural 
for him to come in at the key-hole,. and to 


take the fide of the houſe; or the door, at: 


feaft, away with him, when he” went out z; 


for this ſhe remembered to have heard, when 


D's A 


F . 
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_ © child, was his common cuſtom. And ſhe 
concluded, with aſſuring me, that ſhe would 
not tell a lye about it. I believe ſo, ſaid I, 
and J am very well pleaſed with your finceri- 
ty; for, as I know the ftory better than you, 
. you could not have deceived me. That is 
very ſtrange, cry'd the honeſt man, with a 
look of amazement; Know it better than 
we! Why, Madam, you was no in my houſe 
too! If it be ſtrange, ſaid I, it is true; but! 
heard a very different ſtory this morning. 
Why as to the matter of that, Madam, cry'd 
the wife, folks tell ſo many lyes about it, that 
I am aſheamed to hear them: and, wud you 
_ think it? they are angry at me, a cauſe I weant 
ſey as they ſey, and wull ha it their own 
wey, whether I wull or no. 
WII, that is not your fault, ſaid I; but 
you ſhould not have ſo readily imagined it to 
de an.evil.ſpirit, Nor ſhould you, Mr..Saun- 
ders, have been ſo ready to conclude him a 
rogue. You ought, at leaft, to have heard 
What he had to fay in. his own defence, for 
it was not without reaſon, that he made the 
propoſal of your cutting down. Mr. Manly's 
trees. You may take my word for it, that 
Fou are bath miſtaken. I know. every parti- 
| a of che ſtory. You, Mr. Saunders, gave 
a very 
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ſhe 2 very moving account of your misfortunes to 
uld a very worthy gentleman, the perſon you call 
I, the handſome devil, He heartily pitied you : | 
Ti- he reſolved to ſerve you: and, I aſſure you, 
u, that you may now ſleep ſecurely, and awake 
is without dread: for he has pleaded your cauſe 
2 ſo effectually to Mr. Manly, that he has pro- 
ban miſed to take the debt upon himſelf, and to 
uſe wait till you can, conveniently, pay him. 
t! The farmer lifted up his eyes, and, in- an 
ng. ecſtaſy, cried out, God bleſs in] and then 
y'd ſeemed endeavouring. to ſay more, but ſtop- 
nat ped, as if the ſtruggle in his breaſt, between 
au joy and gratitude, choaked up his voice; 
ant however, ſome tears, at leaſt, as expreſſive 
wn as words, ſtood ready to fall from his eyes, 
which, with once or twice turning aſide his 
ut head, he wip'd. away with the back of his 
to hand. Mean while, the good woman cried: 
m- out, in a ſhrill key: A hondſome devil! A 
| 2 hondſome angel] God reward him, and the 
rd ſquire to boot. But what made the elevation 


for of her voice more remarkable, was the low 
the trembling diffidence with which. ſhe ſpoke be- 
y's fore. There was now a-filence of, at leaſt, 


at half a minute, which ended in the old wo- 
ti man's burſting out a crying, which ſhe dick 
moſt heartily, repeating ſeveral times, withe 
xy 10 D 6 bes 
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her hand on her huſband's knee, and her eyes 
fixed very affectionately on his, Well, I was 
never ſo glad in aw my life.— No never in aw 
my life. At laſt, the farmer cried, lifting up 
his eyes, and looking at me, An angel | ay, 
an angel indeed! or, after aw the ufage I ha 
gin him Well, God's bleſſing leet upon 
you aw | I thank you, Mr. Saunders, ſaid I, 
if you reckon me among the number. But 
here comes either your landlord, or your 
riend 1 

| Lucius, who had been walking in the 
garden, in order to give me time to prepare 
them to ſee him, was now coming up an ave- 
nue facing the door; but, at the mention of 
the word landlord, I obſerved, that the poor 
man's diffidence and reſerve, which began to 
wear off, immediately returned, and his fea- 
tures, in a moment, became contracted ; per- 
baps his joy was damped by the very idea of a- 
| perſon, whom he had before confideredonly as 
an object of fear. Bnt, however this be, not 
the leaſt alteration appeared in the wife, ex- 
cept a little female ambition, or rather, that 
regard for decency, and decorum of character, 
which is as viſible in the ſpruce dairy maid, as 
in the dutcheſs. She, therefore, took her eyes 
from her huſband, and her hand from his knee, 

5 laid 
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laid ſm6oth” her clean, though coarſe white 
apron, pulled down, lower, à pair of old-fa- 
ſhioned ruffles, and ffroak'd her hair under her 
cap : and this was done with that natural mo- 
tion, and compoſed look, which ſometimes. 
makes all the diſtinction between theſe actions, 
when performed by a country houſewife, and 
the more affected airs of ſome lady of diſtinc- 
tion. 

Lucius now opened the door, when I cri. 
ed, O Sir, is it you? I have prepared them to 
ſee you, and you may ſafely come in, without 
being taken for a devil. And then addreſſing 
myſelf to the farmer, Here is your friend, ſaid 
I, do you know him, now he has changed 
his dreſs? Lucius returned my compliment ; 
and then running to the farmer, who was. 
ſanding biting his hat, by the ſide of his wife, 
My honeft friend, ſaid he, I am glad to ſee 
you. Well, are you diſpoſed to knock me 
down now? The farmer ſcraped, the wife 
curteſied, and both- begged his pardon, Well, 
replied he, you find I don't reſent your treat- 
ment of me. But, Madam, won't you fa- 
vour me with a glaſs of wine, to drink to my 
new friends? added he, turning to me. To 
be ſure, ſaid I, and rung the bell, on which, 

a ſervant coming, the wine was called for, 
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and being brought, the man was ordered to re- 
tire. Lucius filled, and taking the farmer by 


tlemen, by the name of the handſome devil; 
- title, which would be inevitably given him, 


expect to ſee him, in the ſame manner, and, be- 


— on ——— 
g 
; 
; 
. 


manners, and circumſtances, Theſe motives 


"en" 


the hand, wiſhed him happier days; and hav- 
ing, each of them, drank their glaſs, he deſi- 
red. the honeſt man to take a turn or two with 
him in the garden; and, at the ſame time, begg d 
the favour of me to go with them, alledging, 
that I. might leave my woman to keep Mrs. 
Saunders company. 

As this ſtory of the appearance of the de- 
vil, had fpread, with wonderful ſwiftneſs, 
thro' the country, Lucius was unwilling it 
ſhould be known, that he had any hand in it. 
And, indeed, he had not the leaſt ambition of 
being diſtinguiſhed, among the country gen- 


was he known. to be the principal. actor. 
And, beſides, as. he had more tenants to viſit, 
he would not have it mentioned, that he had. 
ever vilited any of them; fince the reſt might 


ing put upon their guard, might fruſtrate his 
deſign, of penetrating into their characters, 


were the riſe of this preconcerted plot, of mak- 
ing him appear rather as the friend of Luci- 

us, chan as Luciug himſelf, before the farmer's 
wife; 
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wife; whom, tho a very good fort of a wo- 


man, he was- unwilling to truſt with a der 
of ſuch conſequence. _ 

Ws were no ſooner in the a FLY 
the farmer, addrefling himſelf to Lucius, ſaid, 
You mun excuſe me, I conno? thank you 


s Iwud, If you could read my thowts,, 


there wud. be no need of words: to tell you 
my joy, my ſurprize, my gratitude. But ye- 
mun forgi me, if I ſay, I love you, for it is 


no my fault, I conno help it: and this lady 


mun forg? me too: our ladies are ſo proud 


they weant ſpeak to a poor mon; but ſhu is 


ſo good, ſo free, and the meſſenger of ſuch 
good news, that I conno' help loving her; 
and my heart will ſay, in ſpight o me, God: 
bleſs her, and my kind freend : and een let it 
ſey ſo and it wull : for, if I did no' gi! my 


heart this vent, I verily believe it wud burſt.. 
1 never preyd ſo heartily, in aw my bom days, 


and never ſaid. prayers wr hauf the pleaſure I 
ſay theſe two or three words. You have made 
a new moon o me; I verily believe, I cou d 


o moſt. pray for you. as. well as a parſon.; 


ay, as well as thof. I read in a book. Thank 


you, thank you, God bleſs you too, we both 


reply d, at the ſame time, with a ſatisfaction, 
though leſs tumultous, as delightful, at leaſt, 
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and being brought, the man was ordered to re- 

tire. Lucius filled, and taking the farmer by 

the hand, wiſhed him happier days; and hav- 

ing, each of them, drank their glaſs, he deſi 

red. the honeſt man to take a turn or two with 

him.in the garden; and, attheſame time, begg'd 

the favour of me to go with them, alledging, 

that I. might leave my woman to keep Mrs. 
Saunders company. 

As this ſtory 1 of the 75 

vil, had ſpread, with wonderful ſwiftneſs, 

thro' the country, Lucius was unwilling it 

ſhould be known, that. he had any hand in it. 

And, indeed, he had not the leaſt ambition of 

being diſtinguiſhed,” among the country gen- 

| tlemen, by the name of the handſome devil; 

a title, which would be inevitably given him, 

was he known to be the principal. actor. 

And, beſides, as, he had more tenants to viſit, 

® He would not have it mentioned, that he had 

ever viſited any of them; fince the reſt might 

expect to ſee him, in the ſame manner, and, be- 

ing put upon their guard, might fruſtrate his 

deſign, of penetrating into their characters, 

manners, and circumſtances, Theſe motives 

were the riſe of this preconcerted plot, of mak- 

ing him appear rather as the friend.of Luci- 

us, than as Luciug — before the farmer's 

wife; 
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man, he was unwilling to truſt with 2ſt | 
of ſuch conſequence. _ 

Wa were no ſooner in the garden, than 
the farmer, addrefling himſelf to Lucius, ſaid, 
You mun excuſe me, I conno? thank you 


18 Iwud, If you could read my thowts,, 


there wud. be no. need of words to tell you 


my joy, my ſurprize, my gratitude. But ye- 
mun forgi me, if I ſay, I love you, for it is. 


no my fault, I conno help it: and this lady 
mun forg? me too: our ladies are ſo proud 
they weant ſpeak to a poor mon; but ſhu is 


ſo good, ſo free, and the meſſenger. of ſuch 
good news, that I conno' help loving her; 
and my heart will ſay, in ſpight o' me, God: 
bleſs her, and my kind freend : and e en let it 
ſey ſo and it wull : for, if I did no' gi my 


heart this vent, I verily believe it wud burſt. 
T never preyd ſo heartily, in aw. my born days, 


and never ſaid. prayers wr hauf the pleaſure I: 
ſay theſe two or three words. You have made 
a new moon o me; I verily believe, I cou d 


© moſt. pray for you. as. well as a parſon; 
ax, as well as thof I read in a book. Thank 
you, thank you, God bleſs you too, we both 


reply d, at the ſame time, with a ſatisfaction, 


though-lefs tumultous, as delightful, at leaſh, 
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re 
bie : and, indeed, the poor man appeared ſi bu 
- Faifed above himſelf; the tranſports of his joy, BI not 
by getting a vent in words, ſeemed to be- my 

come more exquiſite, He talked with a great- BW geit 
er volubility of ſpeech, to which a half pint BY ha. 
' glaſs of wine, which he had lately drank, ha. 
might, perhaps, contribute, His eyes ſpark- 4 
led with affectionate gratitude, and a kind of * 

delightful rapture ſeemed hovering over every BY I. 

lineament of. his countenance. for 

Tu good man was now filent, but, after * 


a ſhort pauſe, reſumed, Is this the mon I turn- 
ed out © my houſe? Is this he, that I was 
| yeaſterday going to ſtrike ? Well, no matter, 
= Had I uſed him kindly, I ſhud no' ha 
'Enow'd him fo weel. I wud. ha' done ony 
honeſt thing for him, for ſaving me from a 
jeyl, I wud ba look'd upon him, as my 
beſt freend. Te wad ha” been a kind acti- 
en, and I ſhud ha remembered it as long as 
I lived; but, methinks, I ſhud no? ha' lov- 
ed him ſo weel as I do now. But, good Sir, 
are you ſure ſquire Monly weant be hard up- 
on me? Never fear it, replied I, I will an- 


wer for your landlord. He thanked me, and 
then looking at Lucius, cry'd, My generous 
friend, mun not I know to whom Fam ob- 
'liged !? Mun not I know your neame?” O yes, 


* 
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reply'd Lucius, this you ſhall ſoon know; 
but I muſt defire you to keep it a ſecret, and 
not to let, even your wife or ſon, know that 
my name is Manly. What my lonlord him- 
ſelf ! cried he, in a rapture : then, indeed, I 
ba' nothing to fear! My lonlord that I 
have abuſed! My lonlord that is fo gene- 
rous-! I can only wonder. What ſhall 1 
do for you? How mun I mak you amends ? 
Leave that to me, Lucius reply'd, here are 
forty guineas, that I have put in my pocket 


« for you, to pay the executors of your late 

landlord, which you muſt do this evening, 
Y before you go; you may give me a note for 
+ the money, and I will contrive a way for you 


to pay it again. I then took my turn, and tel- 
ung him, that as he had been ſo diſtreſſed, he, 
and his family, might want ſome of the eom- 
non neceſſaries of life, to ſupply which, 1 de- 
ſired his acceptance of five guineas, which he 


"5 I received, bowing low, with a ſubmiſlive kind 
1 of joy and rapture, Lucius, now, gave him 
7 


an account of his going to Thomas Clod's, and 
of his telling him, that he had cut down his 
trees; but, as he was yet undetermined how 
to proceed with him, deſired him to keep a 
ſtrict watch, that none of them were remov- 
ed, and no more cut down, n 
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him immediate notice; adding, that he would 
pay him handſomely for his trouble: and din- 
ner being now ready, the farmer went in, and 
rejoined his wife, They both dined at our 
table, and, after Lucius had again privately 
enjoined the good man to ſeerecy, they, with, 
many warm, though homely teſtimonies of 
Minit took their leave, 
- Iam, Madam, 
your LapysalP's 
moſt affectionate friend, 
Fzsiicta MANLY, 
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Dale Maran, | 
UCIUS- has been again anatis/ ks 
' tenants, and has now finiſhed his ram- 
ble. The laſt time he was out upon this ex- 
pedition, he obſerved a man with white locks, 
and a venerable aſpe& ; but want and care, ra- 
ther than extreme old age, ſeemed to have ſil- 


vered his hair; his eyes were hollow, his per- ate 
ſon tall and meagre, and he had a placid ſe- me 
renity in his countenance, that beſpoke a kind ſm 
of joyful compoſure of mind. His coat was vo 
of broadcloath, and, though worn * 
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and well patched, was perfectly clean, He 
was coming out of a houſe, with a bag in 
his hand, which he ſeemed deſirous to con- 
ceal. The oddneſs of his appearance, in a 
country village, joined'to an air, that ſeemed 
to command reſpect, engaged the attention of 
Lucius, who became curious enough to form 
a reſolution to know, if poſſible, who he was 
and what that could be, which he endeavour- 
ed to coneeal: and, therefore, diſmounting, 
he led his horſe by the bridle, and followed, 
at ſome diſtance, till he ſaw him enter a ſmall 
thatched houſe, and ſhut the door after him. 
Thither Lucius directed his ſteps, and, on his 
arrival, was going to knock at the door, when, 
turning his head to the window, he obſerved 
the ſame perſon. ſtanding before a table, and, 
with his eyes lift up to heaven, with a look 
of thankfulneſs, utter a ſeemingly devout eja- 
culation, and then fit down by the ſide of an 
elderly woman. He now gave a rap at the 
door, with the butt end of his whip, on which, 
as it happened not to be latched, it immedi- 
ately flew open, when, to his great aſtoniſh- 


ment, he ſaw an earthen plate of grains, 


ſmoaking on the table, which they endea- 
vouted to nol; NT 
"Tag 


* 


d and to rejoice over 2 meal, that would make 
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Tagged damaſk napkin, which ſerved for a ta- 
ble cloth, over it; and immediately roſe up. 

Lucꝛus's ſurpriſe was hardly to be expreſl- 
ed. Is this, ſaid he, what occaſioned fuch 
marks of devotion, ſuch thankfulneſs and gra- 
titude? Was it this that you were ſo deſi- 
Tous to conceal? Yes, replied the old man; 
but, why ſhould you rudely preſs to diſcover, 
what I was unwilling to have known? Why 
ſhould you thus mortify the little pride that is 
left me? I beg pardon, ſaid Lucius, for an 
intruſion, which I cannot juſtify : but ſatis- 
f my curiofity, and let me know by what 
terrible diſaſter you are drove to this dread- 
ful extremity, Yet ftay—let me, firſt, pre- 
vail upon you to provide ſome proviſions 
| more fit for human creatures. You muſt have 
a great mind to be able to ſupport ſuch want, 


others, of leſs piety, repine at providence, 
Though, in the midſt of affluenceh I could 
almoſt envy your reſignation, that'\beſpeaks 
you more than human. Accept of this, Sir, 
continued Lucius, throwing down five gui- 
neas upon the table, and provide ſomething 
more proper for your refreſhment. - The old 
man, firſt lifting up his eyes ta heaven, took 
up the money, with an air of extreme thank- 

fulneſſ, 
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fulneſs, accompanied with very polite expreſ- 
ſions of gratitude; and immediately gave one 
f the pieces to his wife, who preſently return- 
d with ſome beef-ſteaks, and a loaf; however, 
in this interval, they took their ſeats, and the 
oid man began in the following manner... 
I don'T wonder at your being ſurpriſed at 

a meal, which, when I was of your age, 
would have given me equal aſtoniſhment ; but 
want will make us reliſh the coarſeſt fair, and 

in hunger ſweeten the moſt diſagreeable morſel. 
„-a born a gentleman, but ſpent a good 
lat] fortune in the ſervice of an ungrateful fami- 
4. ly, and, as I am now perſuaded, in a very 
bad cauſe. I am a native of Scotland, and was 
educated in the national religion ; -but carried 
away by the heat of youth, and a ſet of ridi- 
culous principles, which I imbibed from ſome 
ke of my companions, I ſold my eſtate, and 
went over into Ireland, and entered, as a vo- 
114 luntser, in king James' s army, where I fought 
in defence of a religion, the moſt oppoſite to 
my own. But, I muſt do myſelf the juſtice 
to ſay, that ambition was not my motive. I 
x was preſent at the battle of the Boyne, and 
"5 in almoſt every battle afterwards, in which 
my maſter diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a ſuperior 


ernte — Be I-will not tire you, * 
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a repetition of what every body knows alrea. 
dy. At the battle of Aghrim, when our ar. 
my was entirely routed, it was with difficul. 
ty I made my eſcape; and, as I loſt all my 
baggage, my fortune, which, before, was al. 
moſt-exhauſted, was, by this event, entirely 
ruined. I returned into Scotland, with a wife 
and two young children : and pleaſed with the 
hopes of ſeeing my relations, particularly, a 
tender father, and a brother, with whom J 
had been brought up from my infancy, I 
arrived at Kirkaldy, the place of my birth, 
where I found that my father died at Lon- 
don, ſome time before. Here, I ſoon experi- 
enced, that my wants, inſtead of entitling 
me to relief, only ſerved as a pretence for treat- 
ing me with contempt. Nay, my neareſt re- 
lations hardly knew. me. It was with diff- 
culty, that I got acceſs, even to my brother, 
though of the ſame political principles with 
myſelf. 1 was ſuffered to wait in the hall, like 
à common ſervant. I was choaked with in- 
dignation, yet I ſmothered my reſentment : in 
Mort, after only lying a night or two in his 
Houſe, with a barbarity, unknawn to ſavages, 
I, with my wife and children, after many af- 
fronts, were civilly turned out of doors, and 
obliged to ſhift for ourſelves, Strange effed 
* i f of 
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of immoderate ſelf-love ! ſaid Lucius; in its 

extremes, the moſt odious of all the paſſions, 

and the moſt fruitful of miſchief ! | How ſtrong 
muſt it be, when it can thus cancel the ſacred 
bond of nature, and diſſolve the holy tye of 
brotherhood ! Ay, ay, reply'd the old man, 

whoever is in want, let him apply to a ſtran- 

ger, and he will have no gall poured over the 
he Bl friendly morſel. If he is in diſtreſs, let him 
1 BE fly to his friend, and he will not be hum- 
bled with the contumely of a proud relation, 
I was now a ſtranger in the very town where 
I was born, and where I had ſpent the great- 
eſt part of my life. Stung to the quick with 
this indignity, and enraged beyond all poffi. 
ing bility of bearing the place, my native country 
became hateful to me. I reſolved to ſet out 
for England, and had it not been for the hu- 


iff manity of ſome perſons, with whom I had a 
hen very ſlender acquaintance, and, particularly, 


a a friend of my father's, who, 
with a chearful benevolence, that doubled the 
obligation, ſupplied me with what was neceſ- 
fary to bear the expence of my journey z 1 
might, perhaps, have been driven to the ny 
tremity of begging my bread, 
You ſee, Sir, continued he, that, amid 
the greateſt misfortunes, the contempt of my 
f , re- 


— 
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relations ſtill ſticks neareſt my heart; not that 
it now gives me any great uneaſineſs, for my 
affeQion for them is converted into a calm and 
ſettled contempt. Yet, were cur circumſtan- 
ces changed, I would ſtill ſerve them to the 
utmoſt of my power. I would not, indeed, give 
them my eſteem: this I reſerve for the deſerv- 
ing. But I tire you with my reflections. 
Wr arrived in London, and, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of a friend, I entered into trade; but 
by ridiculouſly lending my note to an acquain- 
tance, the moſt pernicious and deſtructive 
cuſtom, that ever was introdueed amongſt 
tradeſmen, I was reduced to very great extre- 
mities. However, theſe were, at laſt, ſur- 
mounted, and, with a mixture of ſucceſs and 
misfortune, I continued in the ſame ſtation for 
upwards of twenty years: and, believe me, 
Sir, abject as my condition now ſeems, it ap- 
pears to me, even preferable to the anxiety 1 
then frequently felt, from the fear of duns, 
the dread of a jail, and the uneaſy apprebenſi- 
on, left ſome honeſt man ſhould-lole by my 
misfortunes: the laſt, in particular, was a 
conftant ſhock to my humanity, and where 
the perſon was in low circumſtances, and had 
a family that, by my means, would be ſuffe 
PR, * gave 
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ea pe ariguiſh.”” Add to“ 
Wikis, the many mottifications I received from” 
the purſe- proud tradeſman, whoſe common 
maxim is, that, Every man may be lieb Liked 
willy: and chat frequent breach of veracity/wit 
reſpect to times of payment vhich the necef· 
[uy vf my afmirs Iometimes vendered wor 
able. This laſt; a love of juſtice; and a fbred 
and ſteady regard for trut rendered moſt 
nkſome and painful: irt one wordt it was 
- vound feſtering in my conſeienee. 2g 
e Ax laſt, I fold my ſtock, ae 
& and retired to chis place, with my wife and 
. a boy of ten years old. I chearfully main- 
c- duined my family, by my labour, While my 
d frengthi laſted, and enjoyed a ſerenity that I 
„r Cannot remember to have taſted; in the midſt 
e, of my early affluence. Wan amen 
- undiſturbed, and a mind free from care, I ap- 
Iphed myſelf to reflection, and ſoſtened the fa“. 
„ Niue ef labour, with large draüghts of khom 
i- edge, with an improvement in ptety, and the 
57 ſtudy of virtue and religion. 1 bad before 
a ent he ways of men, 1 note took 4 re. 
re New of my W. Thad hong fince imbibed 
d Ie philoſophy of che ſchobls : IL now ee 
e- Need dt to practice, and laying by my Seneca 
E Epirus; applied 8 
e 265 
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the ſcriptures, and to open my heart for the 
reception of thoſe divine truths, which lead 
the mind to God. Wrapp'd up in a happy 
ſolitude, I conſider every thing, here below, 
enly as it tends to my eternal welfare, and, 
While I graſp at an immortality of joy, find 
but little inconvenience from the coarſeneſs, 
and indelicacy of my poor repaſt. I have no 
other aſſiſtance, but what I receive from my 
dear boy, who is now above twenty. With 
a filial affection, he forces me to receive a 
good part of the fruits of his labour; but, a- 
las I that is much too little to find him in 
cloaths, and us in the means of ſubſiſtence; 
nnd I am loth to have my wants known, leſt 
this ſhould again ſubje& me to contempt, and 
more particularly as it might prejudice his 
hopes; for he is exceflively fond of a farmer's 
daughter, Who, though her father is a weak, 
and no very , honeſt man, is very, worthy of 
His affeftion. We have lived, for ſome time, 
on thoſe ſallads, which the fields afford; but 
they are not now to be had: young, net:le 
tops, boiled, were next our daily food; of theſe 
being tired, I ſume days ago, taſted ſome 
"freſh. grains; I was hungry, and found them 
palatable, for hat will not hunger make fo? 


. 
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« ing, 55 which 1, Bac gaip A delicious 
d repaſt, T am not ſuf Qed of wanting them 
* for my own nouriſhment.” This titcumitance 
3 affords me no ſmall pleaſure, for all temporal 
. happineſs conſiſts more in the opinion of 1155 hs 


Gul on what we eat and drink.” 20999 
's "I'#Aave juſt mentioned my on to you, he 
is a lad * of probity and integrity, and, if . 
7 may judge, from the preſent you haye. juſt 
made me, you are in circumſtances, that will 
allow you to be of ſervice to him: let me re · 
commend him'to your protection. r 
Pirv, Lucius ſays, was the leaſt of all the 
Fi faſting which ſeized him, upon bearing this 
1 ſtory 3 bis compaſſion gave way to. Hurpriſe 
ud admiration: : and the graceful manner, wi 
Y which this truly 7 venerable man expreſſed him- 
k, . ſelf, 5 9 that eſteem, which, was 


of juſtly raiſed, by ſuch exalted piety, ſuch con- 
tentment and reſignation. clus, there- 


fore, very frankly replied, that he judged 
right, as to his grcumſtance z ; but. that he 
fo had not leſs inclination, than ability, to ſerve 
them all,” He deſired his friendſhip. He took 


4 


m him by the hand, and, with the ſtrongeſt er. 
TY | prefions of IS aſſured him, that he would 


* de hum au the ſervige in his power. "The 
85 * were how ready, and the, good. man 
5 E a aſked 


= 


„ 0 go Pauken be Ses 
aſked hig, 3f he would-nat 90 him the bor 
"our to part ich ef a meal, whighyhe himlel 
had enabled them to Moide. As Lucius had 
not dined, he, ver readily, accepted. the i inv i- 

_ +, tation, on condition, that be, and his ſon, 
- Thould dine with him che next day, when 
Sey would 23897775 what. ee: done for 
the young man. This was imme ate 
to, ee were 8 Lee 
m to explain ſeveral paſſages in his 
ſtory, which he did not perfectly underſtand, 
and, *particulafly, what he meant by lending 

of notes. This being done, the diſcourſe a- 

Ban n turned upon the hardſhips he ſuffered, 

with reſpect to his way of liying ; hafdſhips, 

which Lucius faid, were unknown to the teſt 
of mankind, and which he could not think 
of, without” exprefling, the moſt livgly marks 

+ aſtoniſhment. The good man {miled, 

. At firſt, ſaid he, this gave me fome. uneaſy 

1 ts; but I ſoon learnt 0 conquer them, 

od to be thankful for the coarſeſt morfel. 

1 repreſented to myſelf the excruciating tor- 

tures, which rack. numbers of mankind; and 

_ aſked "myſell, w what compariſon could be made 

| Wie: exquiſite pain, and a mouthful of un- 
ible proviſions : I acknowledge d the dif- 

rende, and bleſſed che dein thr m le: our 
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caſe preferable to theirs The hardſhips endu- 


red in ſigges are much greaterthan ours, for, 
at the ſiege of Derry, a plate bf grains would 
have been delicious. fare. They would have 


pine at what would haye filled them with joy * 


which my aberſian to tte coenpt, Aer 


always attends poverty, and myegard for my 


ſon has prevenged, we might have lived in a 
much better manner ; for whey, and but- 
ter- milk, would not have been refuſed me. 
My wife and I are both fatisſied, and tho- 
rgughly convinced, that trum Happineſs does 
not conſiſt in ſuch triſles d theſe? for, where- 
ever there is in ward odmplacency, humanity 
ef heart, and devout: thaiikfubtieſs, there is 
content, there is the nobbeſt ſelitit . 
» Tis very ſtrange, ſaid Lpeius; but, who-- 
ever calls ſor aſſiſtance, is ſure to meet with 
contempt and ſcorn, ſrom every ignorant 
blockbead. Vet, there is 4 chain, which 
runs through all nature, by which every ſpe- 
cies of beings have a dependence upon each 


being, that, in ſpite of all the cleareſt dictates 


of reaſon, and all the laws and impulſes of 
311 LY E 3 4 ſtands: 


© . 
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himſelf up :in-/ felfTufficiency; and refuſes to 
confer; on another, what, he imagines, he 
does not want himſelf. The infant no ſooner 
breathes,” than, with à puling cry, he pro- 
claims his Wants, which the fond mother is, 
at firſt, - but little able to relieve;. he is, there- 

committed to ſtrangers, and receives his 
ſuſt obligations from them. Ile grows up, 
and daily demands help from his parents; and, 
as his years increaſe, hig dependance, and ob- 
ligations, become more general, even for the 
means of life, the ſupport of his very being, 
and the cultivation of his mind; till, at laſt, 
he becomes a debtot to thouſands. If he is 
aſhamed of this dependance, for the ſans rea- 
ſon he muſt be aſhamed that he is a man. 
But if, after this; he refuſes his aſſiſtance, or 
cant emns him that ſtands in n it, he 4 is 
no longer a man, but a monſter. 

Fix g reaſons l ſine reaſons - eden old 
man, ſmiling; but you will never be able to 
perſuade / a miſer; that avarice is a greater 
crime chan povete) ; or any body eile, that to 
be poor is not to be contemptible. There is 
no man ſo ſtupid, ſaid Lucius, as to believe 
that poverty is really criminal, or even con · 
tempiible: it is, r in their opinion, a 


« 55M 


ebb _ Y% - thing. 
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thing to be dreaded, not that they think it in- 
fectious, but for fear they ſhould be aſked for 
what they cannot give, conſiſtently with their 


p notions of ſelf-love, nor refuſe, without ſome 
inward commotions, on the ſide of humani- 
; ty. And, for this reaſon, thoſe, who, from 
an immoderate and falſe ſelf- love, ſtudy to 
; keep their humanity under, always take care, 


j for their own ſakes, to repreſent poverty to 
themſelves, as ſomething ridiculous, mean, 

and contemptible. They are ſenſible of the 
ö. amiableneſs of the friendly diſpoſitions; and a 
; fear of being ſuſpected to want, either them, 
or the abilities neceſſary for the exerciſe of 
0 them, may, poſſibly, be the principal reaſons, 
n why the rich are aſhamed of their poor rela- 
J tions; as it may be thought, that they them · 


ſelves are either not ſo wealthy as is imagined, 


and, therefore, that they cannot, or that they 


have nothing really amiable in them, and, 
| therefore will: not, relieve them. A kind of 
| pride, the moſt wicked in itſelf, and the os 


| pernicious to ſociety. 
Tnuus we may derive all the calumny that 


falls upon the unfortunate, from the ſame ſelf- 
: "WU intereſted views; a ſtruggle againſt the ſtrong 
impreſſions of nature, an endeavour to ſup- 


N 70 the more generous ſentiments of huma · 
| *" oy 


nity. 
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nity. From my little experience, I have 
found, that, whenever a man fails, let his pro- 
bity have been ever ſo conſpicuous, it then, * 

domes neceſſary, that his conduct ſho! 

| arraigned, and more particularly ſo. by . 
relations, and the ſelf - intereſted amongſt his 
friends; 3 for where 29 act of humanity is ex- 
pected, the man may ſtill remain eſteemed. 
His virtues, ſuch as induſtry, care, and appli- 
cation, are not What they look for ; theſe, 
therefore, are thrown aſide as uſeleſs lumber ; f 
but, if an act of humanity be found, though he 


bras then in a capacity to be gengrous, it is im- = 
giediately thrown into the heap of follies ; nor | 

| is there an indiſcretion in his whole life, that — 
can be thought of, but it is mentioned, to en- * 

i Ereaſe the load, No wonder, then, that it be- 7 
comes enormous. Thus want of ſucceſs, which F 
Ao mortal can ſecure, is charged as guilt, and . 

| the unhappy honeſt man is treated, with a hun- . 
Fred times more contempt afl obloquy, than F 

| 


= 1 ſucceſsful Villain. And ſelf- love, ſhifting 
3 5 e difprace further from itſelf, the relations of 
a huſband throw. the. greateſt load ofyhlamc | 
On. his wife, whillt thoſe, oh bes ſide, cat it 
back gn. the. huſband, | 
Wir the never kate done 7 — 1 
13 T hear you . F 
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we ur you bu tt remeber, "ths at x þ Kan 53 
* deen piving”) u the" hiſtory if A herd In pa- 

„ee, n- foul put Four Ladymmip in 
be mind, that it does not become” you: to er 
preſs much U Unteaflneſs at ſuch a trifle; as the 
tenth of a a Jetter; for T have nothing more 
to inform yb, but that Eutin, having dined- 
heartily,” took” His" Yeave,” and, with” the 
bopes of fering the good mn find his ſon, 


the next day; jogged home. And, there- 
fore, I am at Iiberty" es break. off, 1 ſub- 
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FELL, Madam, 9 now loch 
venerable old man, whoſe wg 
12 you, in my laſt; and, L can aſſure you + 
perfectly anſwers the deſcription Lucius | 
ave me of kim; His Ton is a wel! made 3 
greable young fellow, and, though he fin 
A his education in a country village, 5 it.{e 
las 6 of Tearning; bur this zee 
eds + | 
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106 FELICIA T0 CHARLOTTE. 
at all ſurpriſing, as his father was bis tutor. 
His behaviour has too much of the gentleman, 


for him ever to make a good clown; and he 
has too much baſhfulneſs to paſs for a gentle- 


man, It was eaſy to fee that he had never 
been in ſuch company before; for he bluſh- 
ed, whenever be was ſpoke to, and, when he 
unſwered, it was with as much dimdence, and 
precaution in placing his words, as if he had 
been before a magiſtrate. In ſhort, if his ſen- 
timents are at all anſwerable to the ingenuity 
of his look, he, with his fair Daphne, or A- 
1 | might make a good figure in a paſto- 
ral ec 

Artis dinner, . the pretence of tak - 
Wig a walk in the garden, Lucius conducted us 
to a neat houſe, juſt on the outſide of the back 


. goor; leading into the fields. He aſked the 


good man-how he liked it, and he, as he ex- 
peed, admiring the fituation, Lucius, in 
very polite terms, deſired his acceptance of it 
fr life. Our venerable gueſt received this 


favour, with all imagitlable teſtimonies of gra- 


GTtude ; while his ſon, by his looks, ſeemed in 
a rapture of joy: and, indeed, as it has only 


© Four rooms, that is, two on a floor, it is a man- 


Kb proper enough for an anchorite. Be- 
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am to make him a preſent of as many books, 
as he ſhall have occaſion for. A catalogue of 
ſome. of which, I have engaged our hermit 
himſelf to write out for me. 

War they were taking a view of this, 
ſmall building, a ſervant came to inform, 
us, that the farmer, who had been here, 
ſome days before, deſired to ſpeak with his, 


maſter, Lucius, immediately, gave orders 


that he ſhould be admitted; the honeſt man 
came, and, ſtepping aſide with him, inform 
ed him, that the trees, which he had been or- 
dered to watch, were to be removed the next 
day, At this news, Lucius ſent for Clod, 

with orders that he ſhould come directly, and 
bring his counter-leaſe. Lucius had, before, 
related the whole affair to Mellifont, and he 
again to a gentleman of the law, who has an 
cliats in this part of the country; he ſtre- 
nuouſly aſſerted, that he ought to undergo 
the penalty mentioned in his contract, that is 
to pay one hundred pounds, to forfeit his leaſe, 
and to make good the damage; and that Gai 
ty, in this caſe, would be an ill precedent, with 
reſpect to the other tenants : whilſt Lucius 


was of opinion, that as the whole affair had 


been told to him in confidence, his 


would not permit him to proceed to extremij- 


=p ; ties, 
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188 Fur fen 70 THARLOV BE.) 
ties; and the god old man, to whom de how 
told the ſtory, without mentioning the *far- 
. mer's name, was of the ſame opinion; but 
could not help ſmiling at the filly fellow ꝰs talk- 
ing of being paid for his trouble, in cutting 
down. trees that he had no right to meddle 
with. "The converſation then turned oh the 
young man, who was next to be provided 
Wr, and being found to be very well qualified 
| + the poſt, he was choſe houſe ſteward, and 
an apartment afligned him in our houſe, con- 


of a bed- chamber, a PRI and 2 


little room for an office. 9760 
- Tax joy of the tender parent was now 
compleat, and tears of gratitude rolled down 
his venerable cheeks. He lifted up his ſwim- 
ming eyes to heaven, and they caſting them 
down upon us, bleſſed us with an ardour 
that ſpoke the ful 
devout thankfulneþ. O lite did I think, 
cried he, of living to ſee ſuch a happy day as 
this. My God, I thank thee! and, O bleſs 
my benefactors, "as as thy have been the means 


of bleſſing me } Here, he took hold of Lu- 
_ cius's hand, and preſſed it between his, then 
i 2 * up to his lips, I thank you for my 
- Ear . cried he: 1 Joytully commit him 
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ts: your care,” May it be always b. kis fudy 00 4 | 
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deſerve yo oodnefs. | 
Hark g man, finding: his good fa 3 


ther make A pauſe, ſtepped forwards, and Fug | 


bowing, Excuſe me, Sir, ſaid he, with a tone 
t ſeemed to ariſe from 2 mixture of Umo- 
rouſneſs, and a Joy too big for” utterance, i if 


want words—to expreſs my thankfulneſs— : 


for a favour, greater — vaſtly greater "than all 
my hopes—but—a—my gratitude my care 


and my fidelity—ſhall beſt thank you : but 


what return—Here, he made a long pauſe, an 
ſeemed quite loſt; when the old man, with 
little confuſion in his look, cry d You ſet, 
Sir, the effects of a want of genteel compa- 
ny, my ſon has no Uliberal education, nor 
does he want either ſenſe or words to expreſs 
himſelf, when among people of a lower 


claſs, with whom our circumſtances have 


kichertd permitted him only to converſe! | 


Lucius faulted, and clapping the youth on the- 
ſhoulder; with a free and familiar air, ſaid, be 
would take care to remedy that fault; and 


this freedom of behaviour ſeemed to have an 
unmediate effect, for, in a inſtant, the young. 


man's confuſion and diſorder ſeemed" to va 


milh, and being now pretty well aſſured, 
Kass by a little female Nr "WY 
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him to give us the particulars of his. amour, 
with the farmer's daughter. He bluſhed, and, 


after a ſhort pauſe, conſented, and, with more 
aſſurance, and leſs heſitation, though not with - 
out fear and trembling, gave us the Fe 
account. 

Warn I was about 1 as 1 was i 


fog back from watering my maſter's horſes, 
they took fright ; ; "the horſe 1 rode on, Ian a- 


way with me, and haſtily tunit ſhort, thro' 
a gap in the hedge, threw me, I lay ſenſe- 
leſs for ſome time. When I came to myſelf, 
I hardly knew. what had paſs d; I endeavoured 
to, recollect myſelf, and looking about to ſee 
where 1 was, 5 caſt my eyes on a 
very agreable girl, neatly dreſſed, who was 
ſitting cloſe by me; ſhe lay half reclined, ſup- 
porting herſelf with one hand on the. graſs, 
while the other, which was ſtretched over my 


breaſt, held a bottle of ſalts: but my eyes 


were hardly open when ſhe aroſe, and, taking 
A ſtep or two backwards, with her looks ſtill 
fixed on me, told me, with an air of great 
humanity, that ſhe was glad to ſee me alive, 


and aſked me how I did. I thanked her, and 


complained of a violent pain in my head; ſhe 
was ſorry for it, ſhe ſaid, and wiſhed me a 


wah night, I was then fitting up, and ſeeing 
her 
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ber about. to go, deſired her to ſtay a littleꝶ 
and accept of; my company 3 but ſhe, modeſtly, 
refuſed me. She told me, ſhe wiſhed me well, 


and again bid me good night, and, without 
turning her head, walking away as faſt as ſhe 
could. _ 1 ill continued fitting in the ſame 
poſture, when à few drops of blood trickling 
down m face, I lifted up my hand to wipe 
them away, and moving it towards the place 
where I ele the oreateſt pain, was ſurpriſed to 
find a handkerchief tied round my head, to 
ſtop the bleeding of a ſmall wound ; for I was 
ſo ſtunned with the fall, that 1 never perceived 
it before, , ik Ly was pleaſed. with the pretty girl's 
good nature, and the next Sunday, waiting fo 
her coming out of church, having before got 
the handkerchief waſhed, returned it with ma- 
ny thanks. She ſmiled, and told me I was very 
little obliged. to her, ſince ſhe did no more for 
me than what ſhe would have. done for any o- 
ther perſon, i in the ſame condition; and very 
coldly, b& civilly, faying, - Your ſervant, 
turned away to a young woman, and, taking 
hold of her arm, prevented my ſaying any 
more. 

Poox man! laid I, lailfping, what a diſs 
appointment was this! 1 ſuppoſe you. were 2 
9 mortified at it. No, Madam, K 
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et el * ab Mt I bag beigen we 
Wenner, Fe That Vas & all the view Thad 
in eng to her. 1 gp upon ber FI a 
deſerving" ein: "and was pleaſed, that though 
4 That .not 6 ſcharg rged the obliga tion, I. had 
paid? "dept" 0 bendur. Here, Weben ng ih 
fille; "1 Neue me, A. | added | he, 155 
Waking uſe. c of a wor, ch. 1 am Fare, d does 
*% a 23 the Mal of To a one Ag, me 
5 but, even plowmen know what honour means, 
and, though they do not make ule of the 
Word, obſerve what is meant by i it. "Lu 175 
Bid he was iis the right, and defired hi 
5 proceed, without . my Row... 05 
=_ which he. refumed, N 
38 A 1 had, frequently, ar opportunity of 
ſeeing her, this calm dem made 1 me fome- 
times fingle her out for converſation. | 1 over- 
» 6k her, Sy accident, in the helds, going a 
f milking, I walked her pe Pace, and foretimes, 
when the was .xeturning back, carri Jer mijlk- 
pail: and, 'by this means, I, inſe 1 „ Jearnt 
from het mind,what I ought to feel in my Own. 
The modeſt ſimplicity of her actions, the inno- 
ceney of her looks, and the goodneſs of her 
Bat Which was ſure to be affected, whenever 
obj 
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ect of compaſſion was near, were thoſe 
ap, «hich I 66194 not ref, and they 
al would. 
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Erbiel⸗ te a 1 
would, indeed, have been too much for m 
had her good fenſe been leſs. remarkable. 
was ſoon convinced that what, ſhe had done fo. 
me was purely the effect of her good nature. 
For a long time, the ftroye to avoid me, 5 
that it was by flow degrees, I learn't her ya- 
lue, She began to have an eſteem for me. I 
thought I deſerved no other character than that 
of her friend; I told her fo, and ſhe was not 
diſpleaſed.” Innocent in all, ſhe had no ide 
of loye, nor was the name mentioned. 
ſheep-ſhearing, at the wakes, and at harve! 
home; ſhe was conſtantly invited by my maſter's 
daughters. and I joined in the jovial merriment, 
Our eſteem' for each other engreaſed, till, at 
loſt, it rĩpened into love. And, when this 
was known to ourſelves, we were frighted at 
me diffculties which lay before us; the told 
me her ſtory, eee me 8 
her more. 

» Her mother a woman of ee and very 
fond of baoks, took care of her infancy, , and 
gave: her too à taſte for reading, and embel- 
liked her mind with many uſeful hints, on 
the excellency of a virtuous' charaftowy but 
ſne ſdon died; and left her to the manage- = 
ment of a weak and hard- hearted father, who # 


W een much younger tan bin 
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Telf, ſuffered her to be treated with the greateſt 
inhumanity. But, I will not trouble you 
With the ſeverities the told me ſhe met with 
from a wretch of 1 no principles, a cruel ſtep- 
mother, whoſe delight i it was to give her uneaſi- 
neſs, Her aunt was enraged to ſee her ſiſter's 
child treated fo ill ; ſhe took her home, and 
it was at her houſe ſhe lived, when I uſed to 


hers, who reſided in London, has lately left 

her a hundred pounds, whichis all her fortune; 
for though her father is reckoned to be worth 
. between three and four hundred pounds, ſhe 
= has no expectgtions from him, as he has now 
= * ud by his ſecond wiſh, who, rules him as 
_—_ 1 HAVE. ber this moni, except at 
bw 4 church; but with what reluctance I have ſub- 
| 4 . mitted to this, no words can expreſs, I thought 
- 9 her above me. I feared to bring upon her the 
= reproaches. o of her relations, who, to be ſure 
1 would neyer conſent to gur happineſs ; to 
ber marrying ſo poor a man; one ſo much 


moved this obſtacle. IJ am in raptures when 
I think of it. How ſhall I expreſs my grati- 
tude? How deſcribe a joy, which no words 
. can 


have the pleaſure of ſeeing her. An uncle of 


beneath her. But your generoſity, Sir, has re- 


ap pp” Pp R437 
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can point? It is too much 401 are too good, 
and I am too happy! ON 
WI, Madam, was I not in the ght 
to repreſent this innocent youth a8 a perſon 
proper to make a ſhining figure in a paſtoral A 
But you ſee he is above the rank of the Hob» 
binol of Gay, and would better ſuit the more 
dignified character of Pope's, or Phillips's, gen; 
te ſwains, : who, with A greater dignity of ſen- 
timent, attune the warbling pipe to more lof- 
ty, more ben . eren num 
bete 

Axor an Bon after "oY as man return- 
ed with Clod ; Mr Manly, without the leaft 
deſign of alarming the farmer, had, inadver. 
tently, ſent Robin for him: whom he no wan 
et his eyes on, thai he recollected that he * had 
ſen him before: and being told it was his thafs 
ter that went in to drink with him, after he 
had bought a load of hay, he was in a moſt 
terrible: fright: he, therefore, came trembling, | 
and entered dhe ball, uchere Mr. Manly had 


ſeated Himſelf, to receive him, with the air of 
2 man going to receive ſentence of death, and 
having made an awkward bow, as he came ing 
lunk into a corner. He was deſired to come 
forwards, which he did very ſlowly, looking 
downwards, and Knitting his brows, and then 


t 


1 
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ſtood before; the, awſullittle man, with à feat 
that made his lips quiver with à 'cotvulſive 

Watiog., When he was aſked how his wif 
did, and Whether ſhe ſtill continued the fame 

| * cxeature, he had repreſented her: 

be looked very ſülly, and, ſcratching his head, 
anſwered, Tes. Then yon are your on mal. pre 
ter, ſaid he again, you are above being ruled 
diſtance, ſhe muſt not preſume to' adviſe or 

A irect you, in any thing that does not concern 

0 her. Yes, was anſwered again. Then, re- 

Join d Lucius, you take the whole blame, and 
all the guilt, of, this affair upon yourſelf. 1 
find I, was miſtaken; I thought you might have 
been tegſed into it, by the importunity of a 
Fasan a crime that would have ad- 
wwitteg e ſome alleviation, and, then, though 
mu would have more weakneſs,” yet you 
would have leſs guil tete 
nx man ſtared, and hit his lips, and, at 
alt, ſtammeting. gry d, But-burr-but ſhu 
ad perſuade me to fell che trees, br I had no 
and T.conno* belp it; I wt no ham 
 Thoveht no harm! cry'd Lucius hat is 
there no harm in robbing your landlord ! Ay, 

N fied the mag, chere is harm enough in 

oon | that. 
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hat. But, I mean, Jthoaght no harm i ten 

ing you ſuch woundy dees about my wife; fol 

am aſheam d, and un nb? ha* people ch 

e ſuch an old foo; yet Tlove her for aw'thit? 

| find, however, ſaid Lucius, with à magiſ- 

terial air, Jour word is not to be taken; but a 
| produce Jour counter-leaſe, He now pulled 1 
it out of his pocket, and, with a lock, that. 7 
ſhewet him ready to fink with fear, gave it [OW 
o Lucius, who juſt caſt his eye on the pre- E 
, able, and returning it, ordered him to reall | 

It himſelf but that Was impoſlible ; for, after» 


- 


8 
1d e had Ted two or three ſhort words, and 
1 Welt a "Jong | one, Lucius obſerved, that his 


hand ſhook to ſuch. A degree, that he would 


ve 

2 ever be able to go through with it. 2 

4 WW 1 was ftanding all this while in a galley» WO 
oh chat, leading to ſome chambers, croſles the of 
ou Wall; and, looking very attentively! over the 


iron rails, Was liſtening, and, at the ſame 

ime, "contemplating on my Sancho, | ſeated? 
dow "me, in his. two-arm'd. chair; that 
formidable appearance, which truck ſuch. ter - 
ror into the- ſelf-condemned farmer. Juſt at hs 

this time, the vengrable old man, whoſe, name a 

| might have told you before is Trueman (but) | | 

ſnce I tell you ſo now, it is as well) : I | 


= 


+ 
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+ ſpeak 4 Ne with him in private.” He „Vin 


. coſe. from the feat of juſtioe; and walking afide 
| hey whiſpered for half a minute, and then thei ble 

old man, in great haſte, ran out of the hal mot 

The judge ſeemed pleaſed, gave a nod, which lent 
Genified à kind of aſſent, and, | Teturnin 

to his, ſeat, took the leaſe, and giving it to in ; 
young Trueman, deſired him to read it, which ligh 

he had no fooner done, than Lucius began blu 


1 + ,, Here you find? that you have not only forfeit. ty! 
#4 | ed your leaſe : but, beſides, are to pay me an hel 
—_— hundred pounds, 1} over and above the value of no 
_— the trees you have unlayvfully Cut down. ma 


Arx this inſtant, the gentle Mrs, Clod, with Wl it x 

a child in her arms, burft into the hall, and, il ane 

. Without the leaſt rega ard to any body preſcat the 

+ dixected her par to her huſband, Ah 5e 

foo, ye blockhead, yo! cned ſhe as loud 

as ſhe cou d bail: ſee what you han brot uz 

to. This is yo'r wiſe doings, ye oaf 3 yo! Ou, wo 

Clod now looked more aghaſt than ever, . and, ＋ 

with his eyes fixed on his wife, Who ſtood on 

3 pebind him, deſired her to hold her tongue: do 

by but ſhe, lifting up her fiſt, replied, with great ve 

fury, Held my tongue, ye villain! hold my WM co 

tongue ſee this poor baby: e unpatwal Ja 
bre. Yo ha ruined: us aw, W Clod, 
* 1 ob- 
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obſerying her fiſt held up in a menacing poſ- 
ture, and hearing theſe ungrateful ſounds, 
with his head ſtill turned behind him, ſidled 
nearer and nearer to Lueius, as the leſs terri- 
ble object of the two; who, aſſuming a 
moſt haughty air, commanded her to be ſi- 

lent, at which, ſhe running forwards, and puſn- 

ing between Lucius and her huſband, (When, 

in an inſtant, thoſe eyes, which before ſhot 
lightening nom let fall a plenteous ſhower,) J 
bluber' q very diſmally, and begged him to pi- 

ty her; i that poor, pretty, dear, ſweet, 
helpleſs Baby.; and inſiſted, that though it was 

no great matte what became of ſuch a wicked 

man, ſach a vile rogue, as ber huſband, yet 

ith it would be the greateſt cruelty to ruin her, 

ad, and fo fine a child, ſo ſweet a wench, as that 

cat WW the held in her arms. But, alas] the judge 
je BW was deaf to all ſhe. could ſay; he order'd a ſer- 
ud vant to turn her out of doors; but ſhe fell on 
us her knees, and, with great earneſtneſs, endea- 
. voured to perſuade him to ſuffer her to ſtay. 
1d, This favour, at laſt, was granted, only up- 
ol on condition of ſilence ; which was no ſooner - 
Te: done, than Clod, ſeeming to revive and reca>.. 
cat MW ver ſpirits, from his indignation, cry'd out, 1 
my could no” ha? thowt it: ſhu wud ha' me into 
gal * well, II ſee who ſhall ſuffer; I ha- ano- 
mer 
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thi Uciiter, UA er oth wud r fe ſerv'd 
me ſo. ; 
bers now We the heinouſneſt 
cf the crime, and infifted upon the penalty: 
FR nor bond 
_ whici he had before ſent for, che farmer ſign - 
erh it win leſs” rehiftance' than 1 could have 
imagined,” only repeating a curſe or two on 
his wife, loud enough for her to hear, and 
ctying, Il be her fob no longer, N HA ano- 
oo dowter. * - 
Tas fling up of the dgnd-woali ſome 
time, for our y dung ſteward was: ni very 
_ ekpert at his buſineſs, ald his Mer was not 
there to aſſiſt him: but the eeremony of ſign- 
ing and ſealing was hardly | over, when the 
good old man entered, introdueing an elderly cu 
woman, and a very prett young woman of nu 
about ſeventeen; whom he led to Lucius, J. 
Our judge aroſe, and bow dz and,; at the ſame Ti 
inſtant; farmer Clod cry'd out, My poor dow- ol 
ter! and young Trueman dropp'd an ink WW ©; 
ftandiſh, which he was carrying into his of- bd 
fice; - Clod's wife now gave them M's curſe, [ak 
and grumbling left the place, While he ſeiz- 11 
ed one of the girl's hands, and throwing his * 
other arm about her neck, Rave her a hearty oft 
ſmack ; crying, I am of moſt ruĩnedj büt no W + 


LF I matter 
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matter, I deſerve it. Wull yo forgi” me, 
wench? Yo are my dowter, and yo ſhall 
be my dowter, in ſpite of the devil. Young 
Trueman had, during this ſpeech, - ſeized her 
other hand, which Clod had "neither power 
1 not reſolution to prevent, and which, With 
e an air of native innocence; flic chearfully re- 
n Wl figned to her lover. Het eyes were, in an ina 
id ſtant, turned from her father, and fixed; with 
. greater Toftriefs,” on the young man, whe 
gr d er, wich a look of mingled Wenfler® * 
„e e cure. I 


y Madam, Was a lle, which, | E 
tft, I could! not comprehend, and fo ſtrat . 14-7 
. a turn filled me at once with curioſtty, and = 
1 held me in an aprecable fufpenſe : but it was' E a 1 is 


y curjolity too violent to ſuffer me to conti- 
f nue, at a diftance, all unintereſted ſpeQator? 
3, I, therefore, tan down ſtairs, wheh od 
e Trueman, with the elderly wottiin,! havit 
joined themſelves to Lucius, to whom they 
K were talking, and accldentiy fronting che 
other three,” 1 could not help ſaying, with a 
ock, Well, IF after all you are diſpoſed toy 
- 3 countty dance, I hope, Fes be a allowed i | 
s make” dne. They all ale, and, after the 
' Yn n i I few bows Jae curteſte 

0 * N | 5 


422 FELICIA; TO CHARLOTTE, | 
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and your humble ſervant, and the like, Lu- 
cius addreſſed himſelf again to Clod. 
Vo have now performed, ſaid he, the 
conditions I demanded, nor ſhall I make any 
refletions on what is paſſed, ſince this would 
expoſe you before your relations. My thoughts 
are now taken up with the general happineſs 
of your whole family. If I inſiſted fo ſtre- 
yuouſly on your paying the fine, it was only 
with a view, to ſecure ſome part of the fortune 
of a daughter, whom you have ed; 
and by giving the bond to this roll man, 
whom you muſt now look upon as ſon, 
J return it again into the ſame family; ſince, 
as my ſteward, he does not need this to mak: 
him an advantageous match for your daughter, 


Here Clod, without ſtirring a ſtep, ſtretched 


out his neck, to ſtare at Trueman; and ſeem: 
ing, more and more, to , recover himſclf, 
drew. his daughter back a. Jittle, crying, A 


proper mon; hay, wench, . Gi me.yo'r hand; 


which Trueman doing, he gave it a_ hearty 
ſhake, ſaying, God bleſs yo together, I wiſh 
it with aw my heart. Shu is a good wench 


TI ſay that for her. And then, turning to 
” Lucius, bowed ſo low, and gave ſuch a ſcrape, 
that he had like to have fallen oy his face. 
The young woman 9 curteſi ed; 


and 


FELIeIA ro CH ARLOT TE. 123 


and Lucius having, by this time, found the 
bond, which he pulled out of his pocket, pre- 
ſented it to Trueman, ſaying, Here take this, 
and I wiſh you all imaginable happineſs ; while 
he received it with a look of gratitude and joy. 
Lucius reſumed, I am ſenſible that what you 
told me was in confidence: I, therefore, re- 
mit of the rigour of my firſt demand. I re- 
turn you your counter-leaſe, and ſhall ſell the 
trees myſelf; I only deſire you to ſet the ſame 
numbenof plants in their room. Ay, marry 
wall I (&r;ed he, as he received it) and as ma- 
ny more to boot, and rot me if ever ſhu mak 
me ſuch a rogue again. Now nothing was 
heard, but joy and congratulations. The young 
woman's aunt (for that was the perſon that 
came in with her) as ſhe loved her niece, was 
very liberal of her thanks and acknowledg- 
ments; ſhe kifled the young couple, and in- 
ſiſtec on providing the wedding dinner, as 
ſoon as they could be aſked in due form at 


church. For, as ſhe was no friend to licenſes, 


ſhe was reſolved that the marriage ſhould not 
be performed till after this ceremony was com- 


pleated, which ſhe thought neceſſary to ren- 
der it valid! The happy couple were the leaſt 
tumultudus in their joy, ſor that was princi- 

| pal — on both ſides, by the eloquent 


F 2 languag 
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language of the countenance, Which, | ſuff- 
_ ciently, told us all they could have uttered ; 

and, perhaps, they choſe that we ſhould ra- 
cher ſee than hear the expreſſions of their mu- 
tual tenderneſs: but it is more probable, that, 
wholly taken up with the preſence of each o- 
ther, they never thought of us at all, and 
while they were ſilent, did not ſuſpect that 


any in the company could underſtand a lan- 


guage, which they, doubtleſs, imagined pe- 
culiar to themſelves. But it was not ſo with 
old Clod, who knew no other way of expreſ- 
ling his joy, than by capering about the hall, 
bleſſing the ſquire and his good lady, kiffing 
his daughter, and hugging young Trueman. 
In ſhort, we adjourned into a parlour; when 
wine, ale, and tea, were called for, which 
every one partook of as they pleaſed. Nor 


Was the cold fir-loin forgot, which; by anti- 


ent cuſtom, is a joint devoted to hoſpitality; 
for this was placed on à ſide- board, near the 
farmer, whoſe uneaſineſs having coſt him a din- 
- ner, he wiſely, upon the return of his ſpirits and 
his ſtomach, did not ſuffer it to ſtand neglected 
At laſt, they all took their leave, but not til] 
out young ſteward had ſhewn his intended 
_biile her future apartment, which Lucius, 
* the as: of ws — E . 
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tion. E 

Tou ſee, 3 that n peace 
do. not always blefs the cottage ;. viceſome- 
times finds an entrance under the loweſt roof ; 
and care and ſorrow can hover over the brow 
of humble virtue, With theſe ſage remarks, 
which inform you of nothing but what you 
knew before, 1 conclude my letter, having 


no more to add, but that Jam, and 


fall ever be, 
| YOUR LAprsnir's TY” 

moſt affectionate friend, 

FeLicia MANLY. 


P. 8. Upon recollection, I think, I * 
not to have informed 1. that the wicked 
woman, who makes no inconſiderable cha- 
rater in the above letter, is a ſtep mather: 
but ſurely you will not do me the injury to ſuſ- 
pect that, by inſerting it, I would inſinuate a 
reflection upon others, who, with the name, 
have quite different diſpoſitions. A certain 
lady, whom you dearly love, and to whom 
your couſin owes ten thouſand obligations, "i 
a glorious exception; and I know ſome other 
ladies, beſides Miſs Biddy, who, from a mo- 
len, have received all the tender indul- 


. TS. —_—_— 
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priſe, we received a | 
dine with Mr. Stevens, the ſprightly old gen- 
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gences, and all the obligations they could 
reaſonably expect from a real parent. If you 
ſhew your aunt this letter, as I find you have 


done ſome others, don't let her overlook this 
poſtſcript. | | 


LETTER XXXV. 


Dean Mavamn, ' | 
O U ſee what a variety of impertinen- 
cies, your deſire of frequently hearing 
from me, has forced me to commit; but 
what elſe can be expected from rural ſcenes, 


which, though the haunt of lovers, are the 


moſt unfruitful of intrigues: for where almoſt 
every one acts nature, nothing of the 
marvellous can be expected. Yet T ſhalt now 


open a ſcene of wonders,” that wall give you 
the greateſt aſtoniſument. 


One day laſt week, to our no ſmall ſur- 
refling invitation to 


tleman, whoſe * character you were ſo Well 
pleaſed with, and whom we had not ſeen, ſince 


the diſgrace of his ſuperlatively pious ſiſter t Pru- 
dilla. Our deſire of renewing the acquaint- 
rener tak 434 2 14. rg 


| el Ace 
ee Letter IV. Letter VIII. + Letter XIX. 
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ance of ſo agreeable a companion, made us 
readily comply with his "requeſt, Lucius, 
therefore, ordered the coach to be immediate- 
ly got ready, and we ſet out ſoon after. © 
Veo our arrival, we were received by the 
gentleman himſelf, with his uſual affability 
and freedom ; but with leſs of that humorous 
gaity in his look, which indicates the friend, 
and chearful companion. After paying us 
ſome handſome, tho? late, compliments on our 
nuptials, he informed us, that his ſiſter, who, 
he confeſſod, had injured us in his eſteem, be- 
mg now 'dangerouſly- ill of a conſumption, 
deſired to ſee us, that ſhe might unburthen her 
mind, as much as poſſible, by confeſſing her 
guilt, and endeavouring to obtain our pardon 
and that, as ſhe was now awake, if we pleaſed, 
he would introduce us himſelf. We immediately 
conſented, and followed him to her chamber. 
We found her ſeated in an eaſy chair, one arm 
hanging negligemly down by the ſide, which, 
by its thinneſs, ſeemed immoderately long. 
She was worn to a ſkeleton ; her head leàning 
pack; in a languid poſture, diſcovered" x thin, 
pale, and dejected countenance, Which, the 
moment ſhe raiſed it, expreſſed all the fig 
af inward confulion, horter, and will 
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wauing her handa.defired us, with a weak 


voice, to ſit domi by ber, which we immedi- 
ately did; when, My. Stevens left us, and, be- 
fore he, ſhut the door, aſſured his ſiſter, that 
he would take care that no body ſhould come 
to interrupt. us. 

War an object was here! How wretch- 
edly depraved. mult that mind be, that could 
triumph before an enemy ſo reduced, ſo hum- 
ble, and ſo worthy of pity! Lucius could 
not: his concern was extremely viſible, and, 
though I never ſaw him in a more ſprightly hu- 
mour, than he was in the whole morning, it 
was now inſtantly vaniſhed ; and his counte- 
nance had an air of ſolemn gravity, and compaſ- 
fion. With a tone of great humanity; he aſk'd 
how ſhe did. She, thanking him, anſwered, 1 
am extremely ill; O, Sir, I am going I am 
going to that being, who will not be impo- 
ros af a guilty mind} Oh conſcience ! / 
ſcience |—1 have plotted your ruin--I 


endeavoured to deſtroy your peace - your = 
tune—your happineſs here — your ſoul hereaf- 


ter, Then, wiping her eyes, Oh, Taſk your 
— Can you forgive me? Can you ?— 


' Will you? This was ſpoke with ſuch a be- 
| as * 


4 7 | neſt neſs, 
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geſtneſs, that it would been barbarous 
to have kept her any. intenſe. Lu- 5 
cius, therefore, immediately reply d, in that 
tender tone, which nature gives to the voice, 
when the heart is deeply affected with com- 
paſſion, Yes, Madam, I heartily forgive you: 
But why/ this eagerneſs ? Do you think me 
incapable of pity ? No, Sir, added ſhe, I know 
you are not: but alas} you know not what 
you ſay !—You don't know how much I have 
been your enemy—but don't—don't withdraw 
your. forgiveneſs, | continued ſhe, looking fted> 
faſtly in his face; and. then caſting her eyes 
on the camad, added: 1t was I that cauſed 
your father to be arreſted; It was I—I that 
perſuaded his creditors to throw him in a jail. 
How! ery d Lucius, reddening; and then, 


after a moment's reflexion, relumed with a 


figh; Well! this.is not a time for reproaches. 


Reproaches | cxy'd ſne; I deſerve them 


I know I deſerve them all, and am prepared to 
Teceive them. O Madam! I loved Lucius 
with a criminal paſſion, and, under a veil of 
ſanctity, thought to conceal myſelf from the 


eyes of the world; but I could not do it from | 


the all-pierGag eye of beaven.— But my plots 


Were diſcbyered, and you were a witneſs of 
de ſhametul, but juſt, treatment I met with, 


F 5 at 
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at your aunts, Wien All my contrivances to 
break the mateli betwixt you and this gentleman 
were laid open. Your aunt's reproaches ſharp- 
ened the ſting of my guilty conſcience; your and 
your couſin's triumph over me, made my mind 
boil. with rage and ſhame, and diſappointed 
Jove. I retuned home, —T contrived ways of 
revenge, and ſought {till to deſtroy your peace. 
At laft, I thought of Mr. Manly. I knew ſome 
of his creditors, I flew to them, and; under a 
pretence of viſiting their wives, indulged the 
"malice of this wicked heart. This, at firſt, 


was all my view: but ſoon, Madam, I recol- 
lected that your huſband had a tender and ge- 


nerous mind: I hoped his duty, and his affec- 


tion, to his father, would be too ſtrong for his 
paſſion for you — I hoped he would relieve 


him, and I was not deceived: I prepared to 
let your father know that he was an impoſtor, 
that he had greatly leſſened his fortune: and, 
Ne this means, thought myſelf again infallibly 
certain of breaking the match: but ſoon 1 


learned that theſe hopes were vain : Lucius 


had himſelf informed him of the whole affair: 


he was forgiven, and I plunged” in freſh 
"deſpair, O Lucius ! I durſt not now ſee your 
father. Oh a guilty conſcince ] a guilty con- 

'Cience time followed crime, till I ſinned 


be- 


" a >. 4 ee vn .a.0 


FELICIA TO CHARLOTTE. 131 


beyond all hopes of mercy. Tis an ingenuous 
confeſſion, however, cry'd Lucius, and Ihear- 
tily forgive you May God forgive you too. 
Ill promiſe for my father. I thank you, ſaid: 
ſhe, and ſtopp'd, and then continuing ſilent 
for ſome time, ſhe, at laſt, fixed her eyes on 
Lucius, and reſumed. I have another affair, but 
cannot mention it to you. I cannot ſpeak of 
it—but, as it is more neceſſary to be diſcover- 
ed than any thing I have yet ſaid, I have wrote 
it down.— Here look at this paper—read my 
ſhame, and then let me ſpeak. to ypu alone. 
You will know it time enough, Madam. 1 
can ſcarcely think of it before, you, and muſt, 
therefore, beg of you to retire, 

You won't wonder, Madam, that I was ve- 
ry much ſurprized at this propoſal, which ap- 
peared the more extraordinary, by her manner 
of introducing it. What could I think? It 
had an odd appearance. Lucius ſeemed 'tho- 
roughly ſenſible of this, and, therefore, en- 
deavoured to detain me. This n very. ſtrange, | 
cried he: What. concern can I have of any, 
ſecret affair of yours, which my Felicia may. 
not be acquainted with? Or, what can that 
be, Which is fit only for me, and not for her 
to know? Dear Madam, dear Sir, oblige 
| menus the with ar carncſiyaſs that pleaded. 

: 9 more 


132 F8EfCtA "To CHARLOPTE, | 
more than her words: ſurely this requeſt -can-' 


not be hard for your to grant! Lucius made 
no anſwer, but, receiving the paper, went to 
the window to read it. As the ſat with her 
back to the light, he might do it as fafely here 


as in another room, without raiſing her bluſh- 
es, by the diforder of his looks; and, perhaps, 
her chair was ſet in this manner on purpoſe, 
Mean while I arofe, and walking out of the 
room, pulled the door after me, which I had 


hardly done, when I heard Lucius ſtamp, and 
cry out, I a child by you, Madam, tis falſe. 


Tis a notorious lye. And then, running to 
the door, defired me to come in, with a look 
that ſhewed him in a moſt violent pafſion.” It 


ſeems, added he, that this important affair, ſo 


improper for you to hear, is what you have an 
immediate concern in} the has the impudence 
to ſay, here—but read it yourſelf. What a 
vile ſcandalous lye---I a child by'her ! * 
"As I was but juſt on the outſide of the 
door, when he called me, I immedi ately re- 


turned; and, being much leſs. diſturded than 


he, had the precaution to Mut it, as 1 entered 
the room. I mut conſeſs that I was in a very 
queer ſituation of mind: 1 was far from be- 


ing eaſy. But it Is impolnible for me to give | 


vou a idea of Lucius $ behaviour; he * 
ed, 
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ed, he ſtared, his colour changed from a deep 
ſearlet, to a livid -paleneſs 5 and then looking 
towards the chair, with rage and contempt 
firongly painted in his countenance, Is this 
your repentance? cried he, wicked and aban- 
doned wretch'!—In ſuch a condition too. 
Your affeQtition of modeſiy my wife muſt 
not know it you Tart ſpeak of it before 
ner! Why ſs warm, my dear? ' replied I, 
with a ſmile: if there is nothing in it, it can 
only ſerve to enereaſe our deteſtation of 2 
vreteh that, fo near her death, could be guil- 
ty of ſo vile a ſlander. / cried he, with a 
ſnappiſh haſtineſs: It is an abſolute lye—ſhe is 
the laſt woman that I would be guikty of ſuch 
an affair with ſuch an antidote to defire !=I 
ſhould be as much — uffn 
the crime. 

We were now alarmed by un Hir of A 
very different kind; for Prudilla, 'who had 
heard every word, unable to ' ſupport the 
ſnock of being treated in fo: ſevere à man- 
ner, at this inſtant, fainted away, and fell out 
ef her chair, and we beheld a pale, and 
almoſt lifeleſs' being, lie ftretched out on the 
hearth; in a manner that called for immediate 
relief. To what firange revolutions" is the 
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running immediately to her aſſiſtance, and 
giving her that ſuccour that her caſe required. 
Lucius raiſed her head from under the grate, 
where ſhe was in danger of being burnt, and, 


with my aſſiſtance, lifted her into herchair, and 


there held her, whilſt I ran to call her brother. 
He came; but it was near half an hour before 


we brought her to herſelf. At laſt, ſhe open - 


ed her eyes, and her brother forced her to 


drink a glaſs of wine and hartſhorn; but ſhe 
nb ſooner recovered her ſpirits, than ſhe burſt 
into tears; nor could ſhe. utter any thing, but 
ſighs, for a conſiderable time, endeavouring all 
the while to conceal her bluſhes, by covering 


her face. At laſt, ſhe deſired her brother to 
leave us, and, when he was gone, not a word 
was ſpoke for near two minutes more. For 
the was fo weak, that Lucius, dreading. ſomc 
ml confequence might again attend his not 
being able to maſter his temper, reſolved to let 
her begin firſt; and to wait, with patience, 
till he could hear what ſhe had to ſay, in vin- 
dication' of this notorious he, as he called it. 
This he let me know; as ſoon as Mr, Ste- 
vens left the room; by writing his reſolution 
on a piece of paper, which he eaſily did, as 
* a pen and ink upon the table, which 

ſtood 
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ſthod cloſe at his elbow. I began to be tired of 
this ſuſpenſe, when ſhe began, with a deep ſigh: 
Now you know my ſhame; but I. did not 
think Iſhould be treated in this manner. Oh 
yoare very cruel, you might have read the 
paper out —ls it not falſe? cried Lucius; had 
you ever a child by me Pray let me go on, 
ſaid ſhe, you ought, indeed, to have read 
the paper out, before you fell into ſuch a paſ- 
ſion. Did not I read one lye at the be- 
ginning? interrupted he again; to what 

purpoſe ſhould I read on to- find more? Hear 
ut. me, hear me, rejoinid the, Etake the ſhame 


ll. and guilt upon myſelf, why ſhould you not 
8 then hear me? You lay at our houſe, about. 
0 two years ago, twice you lay here; if you re- 
d member, it rained, and you could not go home. 
IT Oh! how ſhall I tell the reſt ? You was 
e waked/ by a woman in your bed. Lucius 
* bluſhed, and looked at me, and immediately 
6 replied, I acknowledge it, Madam; but pro- 
2 creed; I left you while you were aſleep.— 
2 F-was gone before it was light, and the firſt 
. time you lay here, you found our chamber- 


maid's handkerchief lying by the ſide of the 
bed which, the next morning the owned. 
The odiouſſieſs of my crime made me glad 
Senceul it; I bluſhed at my own wicked- 

- nels, 
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nels, and, to preſerve m ee left the 
handkerchief. / 
JT own it all, Madam, * 3 and? 
Fenn Indeed, I ought 
not to have been ſo warm: but I beg you 
would forgive a language, which, I acknow.. 
ledge, did not become me. My ſuſpicion fell 
where you intended it ſhould ; but how barba- 
rous, how ungenerous, was it in you, to ſul- 
ly the character of an innocent creature, by 
laying your guilt to her charge | If that be 


anſwer-for : Oh I am a guilty creature! but 
the ſhame I then felt for my faults, though it 
prompted. me to do all I could to hide them, 
though it made me: bluſh in private, and al- 
moſt hate myſelf, was nothing to the hor- 
ror I now feel. Pray, Madam, ſaid 1, pro- 
ceed with your ſtory, I long to hear what is 
become of the child. Lucius, Madam, may re- 
membet, continued ſhe, that I went to London, 
about four months after the laſt time he lay 
at our houſe; there, inſtead of viſiting my 
| friends, I lived very retired, and, pretending 
that my huſband was gone abroad, was 
well reſpebted, and, at laſt, brought to bed of 


a ine girl. After my return home, I ſent for 


1 into the country, and it is now at Cliſton, 
3 I where 


1 great a fault, returned ſhe, I have much to 
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where it paſſes. for” the child of a poor wo- 
man, hom had taken a fancy tu, and re- 
ſolyed ta keep. out of charity. In that paper 
is 2 direction here to find it, and in-that 
paper tog, you will ſer that I haye left this 
living witneſs of my ſhame ſeven thouſand 
pounds, which. is all my fortune; and if ſhe 
dies, it is to be equally: divided between you 
and. my brother: for you are the perſon I love 
deareſt, and.have.moſt injured. © But my bro- 
ther will ſhow. you. my will ; he has conſented 
to every thing, ,and, therefore, I have choſen 
him and you. for my executors.— But I am 
quite ſpent.---I hope I ſhall ſee you after din · 
ner. This we promiſed, and retired. 

Ion know, Madam, wheterLounin- 
dicate to myſelf, my thus laying open a ſecret 
affair, that reflects ſo much upon the charac- 
ter of my dear Lueius. Hom triumphantly 
you cry aut, O the man of immaculate vir- 
tue, the modeſt, the ſober, the religious Lu- 
cius !---in bed with a ſuperannuated old maid--- 
mighty pretty, who could have thought it; 
---But, however you exclaim, I know you 
will be pleaſed, to find him a little lower in 
your eſteem; or elſe what is become of all 
your pretty hints, that he was too good to 
** be married---that you ſhould not like a huſ- 
n band 
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** band ſo extremely perfect and that you 
thought it neceſſary chat a man, who was 
to be your companion for life, ſhould have 
** ſome faults, that he might be better able to 
* excuſe yours... Think of this, and ceaſe 
your exclamations. As to Prudilla's conduct, 
it is vaſtly more inexcuſeable: but I conſider 
her as an humble penitent, and, therefore, ſhall 
not expatiate on her crimes. 1 have been 
melted by her tears; I have heartily forgiven 
her, and this has made me omit ſeveral fpeech- 
es, which had I inſerted, though they might 
have kept up the enthuſiaſtic part of her cha- 
racter, would have weakened your pity, by 
making her appear ridiculous. © | 
— n the honour to be, Madam, 
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LETTER XXXVL.\ 


Dear ann 
E had ſtaid ſo long with Prudilla, that, 


when we went down, we found the 
dinner almoſt ſpoiled; for Mr. Stevens, imagin- 
mg that this might be the laſt time of our ſeeing 
her alive, was not willing to interrupt us, 
being very ſenſible that we had affairs upon 
our hands of much greater moment. 

Tux cloth was no ſooner taken away, than 
Mr. Stevens, having lighted his pipe, addreſſed 
himſelf to Lucius, and told him, that his ſiſter 
had defired him to ſhew him the will, before 
it was ſealed \ up. You know already, I ſuppoſe 
faid ke, that you and J are appointed her exe- 
cutors, and I don't doubt but ſhe has told'yoy 
in what manner ſhe has diſ poſed of her fortune · 
Tell me now honeſtly, don't you think my 
ſiſter out of her ſenſes ? Self. intereſt, perhaps 
may biaſs me, but you arg an ee 
perſon: therefore, let me know What you 
think of her leaving feven thqufand pound to a 
ftratiger. Had the left it to à female friend, to 
you, or any other man of merit, ſhould not have 
cared, I would hot have troubled myſelf at it's 
Lein ut of the fam; "but to leave it to 4 
little 


* - 


©” 4 


a | $ ; 


140 FELICIA Tg-CaanLorrE. 


Halle brat, that can but juſt go alone — Pox 
it's enough to make one mad. Here he began 
to puff, as if he had a mind to ſmother us 
and, in an inſtant, we were ſurrdunded with 
a cloud of ſmoke. Lucius ſeemed -extreme]y 
; Eonfounded; when, to give him time to think 
of a proper anſwer, I replied, She has takena 
fancy to the child, I ſuppoſe ; perhaps, it may 
belong to ſomebody very dear to her. A fancy, 
1 5 cried he, it is a very odd fancy, that 


ſhe who never in her life could endure chil- 
ink. dre 


n, ſhould, at theſe years, take ſuch a fancy 
to one, as to leave it all the is worth. I, ve- 
ry bluntly, told her ſo, and, as I refuſed to have 
any thing to do in this affair, without better 
reaſons than ſhe was pleaſed to yield me, ſhe 
referred me to you, to give me ſatisfaction, 
That I can eaſily do, faid Lucius ; you are her 
brother, and I have a right to know the whole 


_» affair, wack I, though moſt concerned, was 
ignorant of, till this. morning: Suppoſe the 


child ſhould be her own. Why ay, cry'd the 
old man, after a ſhort filence, and then deli- 
ely, pouring out a mighty cloud, which 
from- the time Lucius 
r 
deed: but how could ſhe, who is ſo curſed 
. . 
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brother, tell it you ? Who ſhould the tell it to, 
but to the child's father, faid I? The child's fa- 
ther | he rejoined, holding his pipe in his hand 
and ſtaringy with a loo of the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment; whal Lucius the child's father ! he! 
the modeſt Lucius ! young philoſopher ! 
he make 2 whore of my ſiſter ! Do you know, 
young man, added he, hat you deſerve, A 
doing our family this honour? Suppoſe 1 
ſhould. order my fellows to cool your courage 7 
in thei horſe-pond, ſhould not JI ſerve you 
right ? Hay, tell me that, you young dog? 
Could you find no body, but my ſiſter, to 
make a whore of? A woman old enough 
be your mother, ye little whelp ! So you 6.0 
come here preaching your damned nonſe 
about virtue, and honour, and the devil knows 
what; and I, like an old fool, muſt fit liſten- 
ing and hugging you to my. b6ſom, while | 

you forfoothy was only waiting for an oppor- 
— to debauch my fiſter. Here he ſtaxted 
up; orying the horſe-pond | Ay, and it ſhall 
be the horſe-pond, if it coſt me a thouſand 
pounds. By the lord Harty, 20 ke 3 HP 
mackrel of him. 

Lucius, Who, at ben, at with a 7 of 
puſillanimous ſhame, as perhaps, imaginipgy 
that as Mr. Stevens * him the aggreſſor, 
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he bad an, undoubted right to complain ; now 
ſtarted from his chair, and ſtepping between 
him and the door, locked it, and put the key 
in his pocket; then turning haſtily round, 
and clapping his hand to his ſword, which he 
drew half out of the ſcabbard, he icried, Hold, 
Sir, I ſhall take upon me to ſecure the nt 
youmuſt not go out without my leave; how 
far I have injured either you or your ſiſter, ſhe 
may, if ſhe pleaſes, inſorm you; for, I think 
it beneath me to palliate any fault of mine, by 
laying it upon her. This was ſpoke in a re- 
ſolute tone; but, the old man, not ſeeming 
to mind what he laid, having his whole 
thoughts taken up with his poſture, cried out, 
There is a young philoſopher now ! A pretty 
fellow to make me a priſoner in my own 
houſe; and then caſling bis eyes on the glit- 
tering ſteel, Wen done, Don John; I here 
is à dog for you now! . He has lain with thc 
ſiſter, and now would murder. the brother 
A fine philoſopher |—But I won't-draw—T'! 
ha” none of your cold iron in my _guts—1'd 


. you and liſter at old Nick. fritr— 
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Tut moment Lucius ran, to, the door, 


1 Few to * window, and throwing open 
the 
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the ſaſh, call'd Robin and John: but hear- 
ing the old man declare his averſion to cold 
iton, I drew in my hand, and was go- 
ing to ſhut the window, when he came to me, 
and putting out his head, firſt threw away his 

pipe, and then called out Sam and Harry: but 
we both called in vain; for, as we found af - 


terwards, they were all drinking together in 


the cellar, with the butler. I was, all this 
while, fretting, trembling, and blaming my 
ſelf, as the cauſe of all this diſturbance, by the 
imprudent manner in which I had diſcovered 
the affair; and was the more uneaſy, as I 
thought Lucius had ſufficient reaſon. to be of- 
fended : and this reflection was ſo painful, that 
ſtupid with vexation, for ſome time I had not 
the power of contriving any probable means 
of ſetting all tight again. At laſt; I recollect> 
ed the paper which Prudilla had given to La- 
cius, and he to me; and, as the old man Was 
ſtill leaning upon my ſhoulder, and calling fot 
his ſervants, I deſired him to be pacified, and 
told him that, on condition he would ſit down 
and be eaſy, I would convince him that Mr 


Manly was much leſs to blame than he ima - 


gined. Mr. Steyens, finding that. it was to uo 
purpoſe to expect any aſſiſtance from his ſer- 
Yants, readiſy complied ; and, ſeating imſelf 
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in the window, [while Lucius tool a chair nent 


the door, I gave him the paper, ſaying, Here, 
Sir, is ay ſhort account f the whole affair, 
written by her own hand. He tock it, and 


3 himſelf; utter d now and then 


an articulate ſound; 'making lis remarks to 
himſelf as he went on. * - twith 
Dan and then, lis voice, BY ſur- 
prifed. to hear «that — 32 
Be ſurpriſed to hear it! ery'd he. What the 
duce l did he get her with child in his fleep! 
remember —aſſuep Ay, it muſt be ſo. 


Here he burſt out a laughing, crying,” Well, 


this is very extraordinary - Get a child i in 
bis ſleep No, that cun't be it neither; far 
ſus ſays, be remember d it. Well, let's ſee, O 
I have it; a woman came to bed to him in bit 
fheep—Ay,” that may de; bat ſhe did not get 
him with child;-1 - hope Earh in the morning 
«dark Phe duce ] What a rare modeſt ſiſter 
I have got! Well, it can't be help'd. Why, 
now I ought, like an afs, to aſk his pardon, 


Faich, I ſhould not have'woriler'd if he had 


ſwore 4 rape againſt herbe handkerchicſ— 


O iche ſiy dev and ſo he Was to ſuſpect 
nne 
_ paniſh.. 924 Ribs Jas 2 nn i 


Y | Hear, ering the piper heat Lu- 
f cius, 
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ins, crying, at every ſtep, I beg your pardon, 
[ beg your pardon with all my heart. Odſo, 
what a racket have I been making in vindica- 
tion of the honour of my ſiſter, — 
nour is not worth a button! * ; 
Tur nom ſhook hands, and, alias 
nutes, were as good friends as if nothing had 
„ WH happened. - Prudilla had dined in her chamber, 
= and afterwards laid down for about an hour; 
1e and then ſent to inform us, that ſhe ſhould be + 
1! Wl glad of our company. She now look'd much 
— detter than when we enter d the room before | 
l, notwithſtanding her having, ſince that time, 
n ſuffer d a very great expence of ſpirits; This: 
Ir might be occaſioned” by her having now no 
0 more painful ſecrets to diſcloſe. Her countes : 
Y nance was tolerably ſerene; and, tho? ſhe could: 
t not look upon us without confuſion, it aaa 
? confuſion! unmix'd with trat ghaſtly horror 
r which before gave an additional wanneſs to 
„ber d colour 'd cheeks and lips. She was riſing 
; as we enter d the roomy and, as ſhe took the 
| ſame ſeat, we took ours. After enquiring how - 
ac dd, and particularly, whether ſhe: had re- 
ceived any hurt from her fall from the chair, 
which ſhe aſſured us ſhe had not, ſhe began: 
I nave; no diſcovered my ſhame to you 
boch; and, K ra; 
| Vor. II. 9 ſire 


* 


* 146' Felicta TOCnARLOTTE, 


me amongſt my friends. I have now little elſe 
to do, but to prepare for that other world, to 
which I am haſtening. Death is a dreadful 
ſtroke, but I muſt go thro' it. It is guilt, it 
is guilt that makes it terrible. I am very loth 
to die. It will be your duty, Sir, to take care 
of this child am very ſenſible, that the 


dear infant has no right to any part of the for- 


tune you obtained by your marriage with this 
lady, and therefore I give her mine. To 
ſpeak my mind freely, it is with great uneaſi- 


8 ciples ate very different from yours; or, ra- 
1 ther, I queſtion whether you have any religion 
ii mere morality would ſave you, you bid fair- 
er chan moſt others for happineſs. The mo- 


not fit to juſtify us in the. ng of God.But, 
alas! why do I talk of morality! I, that build 
all my hopes on your doing juſtice to my child, 
in giving ber, if not religious, at leaſt, vir- 


Fa 


I, who have ſo heinoudy ſinned, that I hardly 
durſt hope for mercy. I, that have abuſed all 
-»* I ont Aer oats Ot 


fire you would not, when: I am gone, expoſe! 


neſs that I ſupport the thought of leaving her 
to ſuch an athieſt as you. My religious prin- 


rality of the beſt is imperfect; and, therefore, 


tuous principles, drawn from this morality ! 
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the loved Lucius; ſhe ſtruggled, againſt her 
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be. cook l n God :hangiven ma; — ; 
behaved like one that had never taſted of the 
ſweetneſs of his grace! | Oh |. I feel the cor- - 
ruptneis of my own heart. I was ſurely. born 
in ſin, and in iniquity did my mother conceive 
me. — BINS 
is but as filthy rags. | 5 
Ir was now impoſkible hes me, Madam, oY 
forbear ſmiling, . I could not help giving my 
afſent to theſe laſt words, and ſaying, to my- 
ſelf, that I believed ſo too. Lucius kept his 
countenance. pretty well: he heard himſelf. 
loaded with - abundance of religious abuſe, - 
without the leaſt diſcompoſure in his look: he 
ſhook his head, liſten'd ſtill with pity in his 
eyes, and never once attempted to interrupt 
her. After a good deal more to the ſame pur- 
education, and a very early experimental ſenſe 
ob religion. That, as ſhe was converted he- 
times, as ſhe thought then, though now ſne 
doubted it, ſhe had always a great abhorrence 
of vice; but grew proud of her religious at- 
tainments; and this, added to a temper natu- 
rally peeviſh, made her cenſotious. At. laf. 


% 3 


weakneſs; ſhe repreſented to herſelf the dif- 
fexence of their age, and the little probability, 
5 2 that 


a mY : 
- 
* * : 
k 


148 FeLICIA To CHARLOTTE, 


that he would marry a woman twenty years 
older than himſelf; however, ſhe ſtrove to al- 


lure him by her behaviour; but it was all in 
vain ; ſhe then chang'd her conduct, her paſ- 
fion became criminal; and, after a ſtruggle 
between that and her conſcience, flatter'd her- 
ſelf, that, as ſhe had ſuch proof of her being 
one of the ele, it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
ever be a caft-away, and, confiding in this, 
ſhe reſolved to give way to her paſſion : ſhe 
then drank in iniquity like water; and going 
on, from one crime to another, ſinned beyond 
all hopes of mercy. Poor Lucius was the 
cauſe of all: had ſhe never known him, ſhe 
might have ſtill been virtuous: but love made 
her commit what her conſcience condemn d. 
She could not bear her own'refleQions ; the, 
therefore,  endeavour'd to conceal her actions 
from the light, | 6 adage, from mayor from 
the world. | 
Tum, Madam, is the ſubltanice of a very 
- Jong diſcourſe,.of which I was heartily weary ; 
nor ſhould I trouble you with it, if it did not 
ſeem neceſſary to give you a portrait of her 
mind, and to let you ſee how far even religi- 
on, when rais'd upon falſe principles, bad an 
influence in corrupting her heart. It was 2 
gloomy ſyſtem, collected from abſtruſe paſſages 


,\ 
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in ſeripture, in oppoſition to the plaineſt ; big 
with abſurdity, contradiction, and blaſphemy ; 
contrary to every ſentiment we can form of the 
Deity, as a wiſe and good being, and to the 
plaineſt dictates of unprejudiced treaſon, 

Lucius did not chuſe to make any anſwer 
to this fine harangue, which ſhe did not con- 
clude without giving him ſome exhortations to 
repentance : and, indeed, ſhe had drawn it out 
to ſuch a length, and her ſpirits were ſo ex- 
hauſted, thatſhe was obliged, immediately after, 
to lie down ; we therefore took our leave, pro- 
miſing to ſee her again -in two or three days 
time. We drank tea with Mr. Stevens, who 
behaved in the moſt friendly manner. The 
- will was read, and he had now no objeRtion 85 
X to being his ſiſter's executor. 

Wia had ſcarcely drove from the door, 
wheti-I obſerved that Lucius appeared ex- 


tremely thoughtful. We were now free from 
company, and perhaps he might dread leſt I 
mould take hold of this firſt opportunity, to 
make him ſome reproaches: but I was reſolved 
to diſappoint him. He watch'd my looks; he 
eyed me very attentively from time to time, and 
ſeemꝰ d deſirous of divining my thoughts, while, 
with a modeſt difſidence in his countenance, 
be * to wait till I began the diſagreable 
4 G3 ſubs 


/ 
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ſubject. I believe we had been full five” mi- 
nutes in the coach without ſpeaking a word to 
each other: at laſt, I began with i Hs 
what were his thoughts of Prudilla. I hardly 
know, ſaid he, what to think of her; ſhe has 
| - confeſſed herſelf guilty of very black crimes, 
Could I have conſented ta conceal my father's 
' . misfortunes, I had been juſtly puniſh'd. I muſt 
have, been ruined. What would your father 
have thought of me? It is very true, ſaid I, 
it was an infernal ſcheme; the very idea of it 
makes me tremble. It was happy for me, 
that your generous ſentiments, which would 
not ſuffer you to conceal it, broke all her mea · 
ſures. But the child — added I, ſmiling: why 
- L am made à mother, at a time when T leaſt 
thought of it. But did your ſuſpicions fall 
where ſhe intended they ſhould? Ves, my 
dear, ſaid he, giving me a moſt affeRionatc 
look, that ſeem'd to thank me for treating him 
ſo gentiy; Lreturn'd the handkerchief, which 
the young woman received, indeed, without 
a bluſh: this I perfectly remember. I had 
never taken ngtice of her before; and me- 
_ thought mne had, with a very agreable per- 

ſon, an innocence and modeſty in her beha- 

Vviour, which I could not tell bow to recon- 

eile with the character of a.Jaſciyious wan- 
. 2 . | % ton- 
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Nr ton. I reflected on what I had done; and re- 
to fleion brought a number of ideas to my 
m, mind, that were by no means pleaſing. How- 
h een 1 had the honeſt fatisfaGtion of thinking 
E that I was not her corrupter ; and this thought 
15 blunted the ſharpneſs of ſelf- reproach. Ilook'd. 
5 upon her ruin as almoſt irreparable; and paint- 


happy ſituation of a girl abandoned to the in- 
dulgence of diſgraceful appetites, loſt to all 
ſenſe of real virtue and honour, and in the di- 
rect road to infamy and miſery. I pitied her, 
and reſolved to endeavour, at leaft, 'to reclaim 
her. I found her one day alone, and, ſeizing 
the opportunity, I began a lecture on inconti- 
nency—Q hideous!” interrupted I; à pretty 


the ſuppoſed partner in ter guilt too |—why, 
I wonder, how you could have the confidence 
to open your mouth about it. The moſt im- 
proper perſon No, my dear, returned 


N 


for ſuppaſing her the perſon, I can't help, e- 


man in ne World. However, it was with 


the reſblution, and with more ſtill, that pr 


e * in a pe- 
culiar, 


ed to myſelf, in the ſtrongeſt colours, the ũn- 


gentleman to preach to a girl on that ſubject— 


Lucius, with a ſmile, I muſt differ from you: 
den now, thinking myſelf the molt proper 


much difficulty, that I brought myſelf to form 


.. 152 FELICIA To CHARLOTTE. 


culiar manner, and encouraged myſelf with 
the pleaſing proſpect of ſaving a very agrea- 
ble girl from ruin. But, when J had this op- 
Portunity, I knew not how to begin. I wa 
aſhamed of appearing more virtuous than her, 
and reproaching her for an action, which ſhe, 
I imagin'd, thought I ought rather to thank 
her for. Theſe laſt reflections held me for 
ſome time ſilent; but, at laſt, I boldly began, 
with obſerving that a girl, fo agreable in her 
perſon, and, to outward appearance, ſo mo- 
_ deft and prudent, ſeemed form'd by nature for 
| happineſs: and that it was a pity, that, with 
ſo many perfections, ſhe ſhould deſtroy all 
her hopes of enjoying the pleaſures of an in- 
nocent love, all her proſpects of a happy mar- 
Triage; loſe the eternal rewards of heaven, 
and inconſiderateiy plunge herſelf in ruin and 
infamy. She interrupted me, by telling me, 
ſhe was ſurpriſed to hear me talk in this man-- 
ner, and wonder d what I would be at. l 
then began to tel} her that I was a partner in 
Her guilt; and that, tho' I had not the reſolu- 
tion to withſtand the temptation, yet my con- 
ſcience reproached me for what I had done; 
and I ſincerely repented of my folly : let me 
xa you, ſaid VAR ache ſtared ;—ſhe 


1 believed 


* = 


+ would ftrenuouſly deny a fact, which ſhe took. 
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believed 1 * ned 1—tab flew out of the: 
room, and I- L look d like à fool. 


Irres fo, replied I. burſting into 2 


laugh. Poor giti! I pity her. I only 
wiſh Prudilla had overheard you. But, I 
hope, the natural innocence of her behaviour 
eured this groundleſs ſuſpicion. In a great 
meaſure it did, returned he; notwithſtanding 
it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe that a girl, who 
took ſuch precaution as to come and- go'away 
in the dark, and who, all the time ſhe was. 
with me, never ſpoke .louder than a. whiſpers 


ſuch pains to conceal: I was not, thereſore, 
| ſatisfied, But I can't help think- 
ing, now I know her innocent, in how: ridi- 
culous a light I muſt then appear to her. 
Two or three months after, I lay there again; 
I took the precaution to lock my door, but 


T had not been an hour in bed, when T-gict- 


with the ſame temptation, which, in ſpite” of 
all my previous reſolutions, again proved tob 
ſtrong for me. Thus, perſectiy oonVinced o 
my own weakneſs, I reſolved never to lie an- 


other night in the ſame houſe.” But Wen- 


ever 1 went there, I took particular notice of 
the young woman's complexion, às well as of 
kn and in ſix-or eight months time, 

| 4 ob- 
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obſerving no marks oſ hex pregnancy, I grev 
perfectly eaſy with reſpect to her, and began 
to blame: myſelf for my unjuſt ſuſpicions; 
«though I was ſtill at a loſs where. to fix them. 
Indeed, my dear, continued he, 1 can't.hel 


thinking Prudilla committed 2 greater crime, in 


us endęavouting to ruin the reputation of 2 
modeſt girl. by loading her with all the infa. 
my of her on guilt, than in the very aQti- 
ons that gave occaſion to it. How depraved 
muſt have been her mind! Ho loſt to eve- 
xy generous and humane ſentiment — But 
tis happy for her, that ſhe has had time to 


correct the irregularities of her paſſions. Cen- 


of every ſelfiſh, paſſion, are the natural conſe- 
quences of her ſentiments af religion ;, a religi- 


on, which, raſpeQing only God, regards every 


duty to man as low and. contemptible: but ſo 
Ae the kind affections n 


generoſity appear to all mankind; chat, oy 


ver the minds of individuals are Warped by 
ſelfiſh views, they cannot help ſecretly approv- 
ing this temper in others: and, even thoſe of 


ber ſentiments, - however contemptibly they 
peak of it, generally ſhew by their actions, that 
they have the ſame obligations to nature, the 
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" ſame impulſes to goodneſa, with the reſt of 


mankind ſo that, however, pernicious their 


religious ſentiments may appear, wich reſpect | 
to their tendency, it very rarely happens that 

they. have. really, ſuch nba, ſuch horrid- 
effects. . : 

of Bur Iwill trouble you no longer, 9 
With the; repetition of converſation, which 
to grow. but little intereſting. You 


begins 
_ will, I fancy, readily believe that I am now 


5 N . * that 


1 


l ; YOUR, Lanrunz's 

n e © conſtant friend, 
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| "OV find; Madam, LITE TR 

ters, that I am atxived at the unexpect- 
2 being 'a:ſtep-mother:- but whe- 
mer I ſhall-behave in ſuch a manner as to ſup- 


port my new dignity, with-any degree of ap 
plauſe to myſelf, is a circumſtance that I can-- 


not yet: be fure of. However, of this I am- 
certain, that I was never in my life half ſo an- 
S8 8. 6 BY 
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gry as I am now at our writers of plays, ne- 
_ vels, and romances, for eontinually drawing 
a ſtep· mother as a monſter in nature; and fo 
terrible a creature, that one would be apt to 
conceive that ſhe had not one feature, that, in 
the leaſt, reſembled any part of a human being. 
And, indeed, in all my reading, which, in 
this way, is pretty extenſive, I can hardly re- 
collect above one or two inſtances, in which 
this inexorable tyrant had the leaft advaritage 
above a tiger, a wolf, or a crocodile, That 
2 bad woman ſhould make a bad wife, and a 
worſe ſtep-· mother, is not to be wondered at; 
eſpecially, if covetouſneſs, pride, ill - nature, 
and an extraordinary fondneſs for her own 
children, center in the ſame breaſt | But while 
there are fuch perſons in the world as your ever 
honoured aunt, it muſt be convinced, that an. 
empty name can never change the diſpoſition 
dereftand tnclt genaroupminds —— 
elty. By her enample, Madam, I intend to 
regulate my conduct; and while I ſtrive to imi- 


tate ſo fine a model, T muſt be a wretched: 
eopieſt, _—_— if I myſelf IG 
perfeR. + 

| Lucke cen — plested at 17 
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bas he already thariked me, by his looks, and 
the moſt engaging expreffions of tenderneſs. 
Two days after this day of wonders, we went 
to pay another viſit to Prudilla. I was defi- 
tous of ſeeing the child, and eaſily imagined, 
that though Lucius was perfectly filent on this 
head, he could not avoid being much more 
wb, though his fear of offending me might 
make him conceal it. As Mr. Stevens had: 
tom the paper, which contained a detail of 
his fiſter's guilt, we had Joſt the direction 
where to find the little creature; whom I now 
begani to confider as one of the family, I,. 
therefore, the evening before, propofed his, 
ſending u fervant, with- # letter; do give them 
notice when we intended to ſe thern; and to 
deſire” that the infant might be brought te 
their houſe: Lucius readily embraced this. 
propoſal, and with a look, that ſeemed to 
ſheak muck more than he expreſſed, ſeized: 
hold of my hand, and me for the care 
I ook ts anlieipas his defres. oof 

Tit next morning we ſet out pretty early ; 
and, upon our arrival, Mr. Stevens, handing 
me out of the coach, conducted us in, when: 
he muſt needs ſalute me, under. the character 
of his ſiſter, not in law, ſaid he, but againſt 
Jay 3. however, you ate wy fe, —_— 
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Mall be iny ſiſter. I hope, added he, you have 
heartily forginen the. penitent above fairs ; it 


— rn vou myR. let us ee. it, by (taking 
| care of her child: and, by this means, you 


will greatly oblige, not. only, me, your bro- 
ther, and the bantling's unele and. guardian, 


but, our, good friend, my young philoſopher 


| there, che baby's pappa, whom, let me des 


it is your duty to oblige.. 


„S, ſaid 1, I wil not « diſpute with you 


about a name. I you can proye that you are 


any way related tome, I-ſhall certainly eſteem 


I an honour. Ag to the child, I can make no 


Le pogo [Lafſure.you :. L.canonly- ſay, that 1 


will do.my-endeavgur,: at. leaft ; and, though 


. notfrom.dullduty, I ſhall, from, affection, 2 
much more engaging motive, ſtriye to contri- 


bute x ng of one, who is nearet 


than a, brother. 
* Ade de are very Mare res he, 
| ; buy, * to the, x of being rela- 


5 confeſs that it. * 0 1 very links. - The poor 
(OR, uſt be-acknowledged, is baſe· born; 


and, therefore, you are no more its mother 
I- law. chan 1 am x. brother-in-law : 1 


* e roy iden ou wm 
| more: 
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more, nearly ears; J 1 — ag this gentleman” 8 
wile, ou are as much tie mother: of "this 
chit, 8 if it had been bort in, watriage: 
for his. marriage, with my liter, wolld not 
make the child more his than it is at preſent, 
and, conſequently, your duty i is, ink both 5 
ſes, the fame. % 

1 "Lam quite of your mind, Sir, ſaid T: be 
where is this little creature methinks „Thong 
to be acquainted with ny new charge. We 
ſhalt have the young ſlut here by and by, re- 
plied he; and than added gravely, But what 
3 the matter with Lucius? See how 7 
ful he Jooks—whiy, I profeſs, he has all the 
father in his face. Ir is written on his fore - 
bead. He has one child nom, which, © three 
days 280, T dare ſay he never fo muck 2s 
dreamed: of, and, if I gueſs right, in three 
months or ſo he will have another, Is it not 
true, Madam? No wonder then that he has 


the look of a bauch . n he has 


11 FF 3 


not loſt his ſpeech! | 

No, no, Sir, ſaid Lucius, with x ſtile; Thave 
been liſtening, very attentively to you,” and, at 
the ſame time, adiniting the goodneſd of a 


lady that derives freſh charms from my pike 


and folly. Nay, nay, cried. he, there d n 
wonder that you ſhould not find an opperta- 
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nity to put in a fingle word, when a talkative 
ald fellow, and a very fine lady, ſeem reſol- 
ved to have all the diſcourſe to themſelves : 


when this is the caſe, you are too wiſe not to 


know, that the moſt complaiſant thing the huſ- 


band. can do, is not to interrupt them. But 


have not had fo much as a curtain lecture on 
this affair} Far from it, I aſſure you, replied 


Lucius. Then: ſhe is a dear, ſweet, Iittle 


angel, cried'the old man 3 ay, and a goddeſs 
'$00-3 and an an- I don't know: what to 


call her; I can't think of a name half good 


enough. ] could. almoſt find in my heart, to 
yaviſh a kiſs from her for it: only I am af. aid 
that it will be a little unreaſonable that both 
ſhould' ſuffer a rape from our family. Let 
me tell. you, Madam, that you. are happy, in 
Having an opportunity to ſhew a. greatneſs of 
mind,, that mult for ever endear you to a man 
of ſenſe,, But whatever, you. are in. reality, 
Jou are not to appear to theyworld in the 
character of a ſtep- mother; the infant muſt 


be brought up as the child of a deceaſed friend, 


relation or ſo ; or, if Lucius on, 


let ber be put under the care of his mother 
_ and; Marilla. 


This, Madam, will eaſe you 
e. a conſiderable part of WE your of- 
| bee, 


is ſhe ſo / very good ? why then, I ſuppoſe, you 
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fice, and, at the ſame time, you will have an 
n often As * 


pleaſe. 
Lucius readily. — by 3 this motions 


and I as readily agreeing to it, it was reſol- 
ved, that Sophronia, Lucius's mother, ſhould 
be informed, by Mr. Stevens, of the whole af- 
a fair. This being immediately determined, he 
on reſumed, There are many advantages which 
ed will attend your concealing the truth from 
le the world; beſides the ſingle conſideration. of 
ſs the reputation of the two families. You would 
to in ſome ſenſe, be regarded by the world, as a 
d ſtep - mother: and though they Would, doubt- 
leſs, be ready to make ſome allowance in con- 
| 
h 
t 
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ſideration of the flut's being baſe · born get the 
very name itſelf is generally here, in the 
country, the cauſe of diſcontent; and frequent 
uneaſineſs. It is an unthankful office. Eye- 
f ry body takes pains to render her ſuſpected 
r by the little brats; they, without thought, 
2 are: induſtrious to weaken her authority, by 
| ſowing, in their unthinking minds; the ſeeds 


of jealouſy, diſtruſt, and a ſpirit of contradic- 
tion. And let ber be ever ſo good, let her 
have ever ſuch an affection for the children, 
the lighteſt correction, the moſt gentle re- 
proof, is aggravated into the molt inſupport- 
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| Inga/mother in-law ; enough to frighten any 
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ble tyriliny's every old woman in the pariſh 
bemoans their hard fate, and let the urchins 
be guilty of ever ſo great a erime, they can't 
« whimper, but the ſimple, well-meaning 'neigh- 
-bours cry out, Ah, poor ſouls, if their own 
mother was alive, they would not be ſerved ſo. 
The children eaſily imbibe theſe bad influen- 
ces, and are inadvertently taught to hate a per- 
ſon, who, perhaps; ſtriyes to love them; a 
woman, who, from the time of her marriage, 
filled with a juſt ſenſe of her duty, may have 
reſolved to do then all the juſtice in her pow- 
er, and to treat them with all poſſible lenity, 
"Her caſe is very hard: all her endeavours to 
"pleaſe are fruitleſs ; a bad conſtruction is put 
upon her kindeſt actions: ſhe ſtrives in vain ; 
is unthanked; and, perhaps, repaid with in- 
_ "gratitude. And this, Madam, I haye, ſome- 
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woman from the thoughts of marrying a man 
Wo has children: dutz however! if he bs i | 
he goodnels to perleverc/i ber kitidieſs, ſhe 
wil hens over at lai, their | 
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prejudices muſt vaniſh ; and, if Mr. Prior's x6 
matk be true, ht 


Ablalce wanquiftd beightens virtues „pe. 
The will then have the ſatisfaction of a glorious 


revenge* haying made this noble conqueſt, the | 


will force them to do juſtice to her merit, and, 
in ſpite of themſelves, to give her their love, 
their eſteem, and their gratitude, What are all 
the ſubmiſſions in the world to this? to ſee 


time that they, with an honeſt blaſh, own 


their error: this is not only heaping 2, 


fre on their heads, but on their kearts too. 


Turs is very true, ſaid Lucius, ſmiling, , 


and giving me a look of approbation; but few 


tempets can bold out "againſt ill treatment: 


ingratitüde may ſomietimes ſour the — 
it too eaſily prompt them to make a 


in kind: and hen this is the caſe, both the 

ke and the'children are worthy of pity. tk 
Wr now went up Rairs, 'where'we found | 

Prodills in za much weaker® ebndition' thih 


when we were here before: but we had hard- 


Etaken out ſeats, when we beard Mr. Stevens 
to a womuath at che chamber der, ani! 
"having deſired her ge lep down into the pan. 
"try to ann came im with à child im 
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its little arms to me: but Mr. Stevens not ob- 


| gled to come at me; which ſhe immediatch 


me, and, with an innocent ſmile, ſtroked my 
| face, for half a minute, ſaying, Ah, poor ! then 


well known features. I caſt my eyes on him 
chat I might be able 0 form a more accurate 
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his arms. Lucius and I aroſd : our eyes were 
fixed on the infant, which, ſmiling held out 


ſerving this, carried. it to Prudilla, who, giv 
ing a deep figh, and looking upon it with 
eyes ſwimming with affection, deſired to kil 
it: but the child turned away, and, perhaps, 
frighted at her ghaſtly appearance, ſtill ftrug- 


did, the moment ſhe was ſet down at her man- 
mas knee. 

"Tas little incident, viding as it was, gat 
me a good deal of pleaſure. I ſat down, and pla. 
cing her on my lap, gave her a kiſs : ſhe fondled 


Sigled, and hid her pretty hand in my boſom, 
T-eould.not help being fond of the dear crea- 
dure. I kifſed her ſeveral times, without even 
knowing why 1 did it; it was giving way to 
an impulſe, which I could not reſiſt. I con- 
fidered her as a-part of my deer Lucius: ! 
endeavoured to tract in her face ſome of bis 


judgment of the reſemblance ; when I could 
not help obſerving, that, with with a look of pe- 
culiar pleaſure, he ſeemed to watch all my | 
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ations, while, at the ſame time, his counte- 
nance was overſpread with a ſoftneſs, that 

methuught expreſſed a paternal affection work- 
ing in his heart. While I was thus engaged 
in endavouring to trace out, and, by the help 
of fancy, to prove a likeneſs between the line - 
amentsof a face that was placed before me, and 
thoſe in miniature placed near my boſom, my 
glances frequently met his; and the ſatisfacti- 
on, and delight, that appeared in them, gave 
an additional applauſe to that which aroſe. 
from the ingulgence of theſe fooleries. Lu- 
cius, notwithſtanding this viſible ſatisfaction, 
till continued filent, and ſeemed at a loſs how 
to behave z though ſo many. expreſſions of my 
tenderneſs might well be ſuppoſed to authoriſe 
him: and I was juſt going to chide him for it, 
when Prudilla, with a figh, cry'd-in a very 
peeviſh_ and jealous tone, that ſhe thought it 
very hard that ſhe might not have the pleaſure 
of kiffing her own child; that ſhe ſaw plainly 
I ſhould ſpoil it; and that it was an odd way 
of ſhewing my kindneſs, to take her from ry 
perſon that muſt be ſuppoſed to love ber bet- 

ter than I, or any body elſe coulddo. . 

coloured, and, giving her a look of indignati- 
on, Was going to ſpeak, when. Mr. Stevens. 
began for he n into the important 
* 
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fas was now ſuffered 8 continue in the 
wom. What do you mean, ſiſter, ſaid he, in 
a haſty ſevere manner; would vou not have 
the lady love the child? If you are ſo jealou 
that no body muſt be fohd of her but yourſelf, 
een take her with you. A good mother would 
think herſelf very happy, in leaving it to the 
care of à perſon, Who is diſpoſed to de fond 
of it. A good mother! returned be, crying: 
you are always reproaching me with my guilt: 
- why muſt 1 be told of it? —Why. muſt I be 
upbraided with being a mother ?” But yet it 
is too true to my ſhame it s—would to God 
Thad never been a mother [—— would to God! 
had never deſerved to be a mother ! See there 
now, cried Mr. Stevens, I profeſs there i is no 
fuch thing as ſpeaking to her: I reproach 
you !—Well, but it's no matter , and then ad- 
drefling himſelf to me, Dear Madam, + ſaid 
ke. exciſe this treatment: my ſiſter's illneſs 
makes her ſo peeviſh, that ſhe hardly knows 
what me op: Ve to good as to let me take the 
n 


3 100 1 fared ; and it was not with- | 


out ſome Arigyſes, that 1 ſtifled n thy reſent- 
ment. I Was two” or three times going to 

break out, and te Interrupt them ; and had I 
' followed the firſt diftates"of n wy paſſion, 10 
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much was I provoked at her manner of ſpeak- 
ing, that I ſhould have diſowned all my ten- 
derneſs to the child, though my heart would 
have given the lye to my words; and have 
vented much more bitter reproaches, than 
thoſe ſhe received from her brother. And, 
perhaps, in the heat of my reſentment, I might 
have told her, that, to oblige her, I would rea- 
dily diſclaim all relation to it. But à few 
moments reflection, and the ſight of Lucius, 
made me reſolve to ſpeak in a different manner: 
and Mr, Stevens's good: natur d apology, not 
to ſpeak at all. Could I, Madam, have faidi 
any thing that would have diſpleaſed Lucius 
more? Could I have behaved in a manner 
more contrary to the ſettled diſpoſition. of my 
mind? Vet «paſſion would have done what 
my reaſon would for ever have diſallowed. 9 
Mr. Stevens took the child. mo clung to me. 
and, giving me a beſeeching look, eryd at | 

| parting : ' He ſtepp'd with her to his ſiſter, 
a fetting ber on one of the arms of the! 
chair, ſhe had juſt ſtrength enough to keep 
ber from falling. She kiſſed her two or three 
5 times; but had hardly had her a minute, hen 
eing. that her crying diſtracted her bead 
de defiredathas ſomebody, would take the 
5 om iel gem ber, Taxing: ones : * 
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in his arms 3 and firſt ſeeming to obſerve my . 0 


looks, hugged her to his boſom, kiſſed her 
with the affection of a tender parent, and then 
brought her to me, and deſired her to kiſs me, 
which ſhe readily did. He ſmiled, and being 
apprehenſive that Prudilla's ill temper: might 
again ſhew itſelf, wiſh'd her better, and we 
both took our leave, Mr. Stevens calling for the 


nurſe to take the child. While we were at 


dinner, Mr. Stevens renewed his apologies, and 
at the ſame time, told me, that he had been 
ſo provoked at ſeeing my-goodneſs, as he called 
it, ſo ungratefully return'd, that, notwithſtand- 
ing his ſiſter's ilneſs, he had much ado to be- 


have towards her with any degree of decency, 
And, on'this-ſcore too, Lucius vindicated his 
ſtilence, alledging, that if he had once begun 

ts reproach her, his heat of temper would, in 


all probability, have made him treat her, in 
ſuch a manner, as might have been attended 
with very ill conſequences, with reſpect to her. 


I was not, I confeſs, entirely ſatisfied with this 


reaſon; I was inſulted on his account, and had 
deen ſhocked with reproaches, in the midſt of 
2 glow tenderneſs, and while I was giving 2 


high teſtimony of my aſſection to him, and en- 


gaged in an employment, which my affronted 


pride made me almoſt Jogk upen 6s un act of 
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5 ſapererogatlon. However, 1 feemed to admit 


Ve 
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of his excuſe,” and as I made no reply, but took 
pains to curb and conceal the remains of my 
iu temper, which had now pretty, well ſubſi- 
ded, he ſeemed to think me perfectly ſatisfied , 
with it. | 
'You ſee, Madam, that I can be out of - 
humour without cauſe. Lucius was certainly 
in the right: for how barbarous would it have 
been in him to have retaliated an affront, on 
a woman on the very verge of life, merely for 
2 weekneſs and peeviſh fretfulneſs, which her 
ilineſs, added to her uneaſy reflections, might 
well excuſe ! And had the conſequences been 
what he had juſt reaſon to dread, I am ſure 
he would never have forgiven himſelf. _ * 
Oun converſation, Madam, for the reſt of 
the day, was ſo little intereſting, that I ſhall. 
not trouble either you or myſelf with a repe- 
tition of it. "ads, indeed, Thaye already giv- 
en you trifles e o make you think this, 
a moſt trifling letter; % mind Was, how- 
ever, in a moſt delightfu tu ion, all the af- 
ternoon, and, particularly, when we took our 
leave; and the engaging manner in which. 
Lucius made his acknowledgments; upon pur 
return home in the coach, fſtrengthenedand.... 
confirmed every ele ſenſations ** r 
Vor. II. 
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Felicia, ſaid he, taking hold of my hand, and 
giving me a look expreſſive of every thing 
that can be called tender and generous ; how 
| kind, how obliging is your whole behaviour 
how agreeable is my ſurprize to find nothing 
but the deareſt proofs of affection, where I ex- 

pected to meet with reproach ; and to ſee you 
_ generouſly overlook a crime, which would 
raiſe the indignation of almoſt every other 
woman] Jo ſee you careſs a child, which is 
not. your own | A child that is But 
I can't find words to expreſs half my 1 mean- 
ing, Is all my tenderneſs too little for 
you, that you muſt thus endeavour to encreaſe 
it, with the moſt ſenſible obligations, and to 
add to love the higheſt admiration and grati- 
tude ? How much are you "miſtaken, cry'd 
- laughing! what will you ſay if I tell you 
that I know many ladies, and, I believe, ſome 
of ſtrict virtue too, who have adopted it as a 
maxim, that a reformed rake makes the 
* heft huſband,” - This 15 really a moſt 
ridiculous, as well as indecent aſſertion, 
and, wheneyer it is tried, a moſt dangerous 
experiment : but as vanity makes them always 
flatter themſelves, that their charms are capa- 
ble of producing this wonderful. reformation, 
 *xhey are hardly ever afraid of marrying, 5 
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the moſt abandoned libertine, though ſunk a | 
thouſand degrees below the dignity of a man. 
Pray what would theſe people ſay to a fault, 
which muſt appear extremely ſmall, when 
compared to years ſpent i in the diabolical em- 
ployment of ruining innocence, and in all che 
cruel infernal arts of falſhood, deceit, and 


treachery? / I am ſurprized, my dear, ſaid 


Lucius, that ladies, who have adopted ſuch a 


pernicious opinion, ſhould have ſo little pru- 


dence. as to make it publick. Have they no 


ſenſe of modeſty? Can they be inſenſible, 
that people will be apt ig charge them with 
being influenced by deſires, that Prompt them. 
only to apptove a man, who has given before - 
hand convincing teſtimonies of his ability to 
gratiſy them; and that, for a certainty of this 
they will ſacrifice every other conſideration, 
and, prefer him who has proved himſelf 
a villain? You know, my dear, it is not 
ſuch as theſe I meant. . L would not do you 
the injury to mention your name with theirs, _ 
nor am I ſolicitoas about the diſlike, or appro- 
bation. of ſuch as theſe: but that you ſhould 
thus, generouſly hide my faults: how can T 
ſulkciently thank you! That you, who are 
modeſty itſelf, a friend to every virtue, ſhould, 


nag of cle, laviſh your renderneſs, 
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Felicia, faid he, taking hold of my hand, and 
giving me a look expreſſive of every thing 
that can be called tender and generous ; how 


Kind, how obliging is your whole behaviour | 


how agreeable is my ſurprize to find nothing 
but the deareſt proofs of affection, where I ex- 


| pected to meet with reproach ; and to ſee you 
generouſly overlook a crime, which would 


raiſe the indignation of almoſt every other 
woman | To ſee you careſs a child, which is 
not your own! A child that is But 


I can't find words to expreſs half my mean- 
ing, Is all my tenderneſs too little for - 


you, that you muſt thus endeavour to encreaſe 
it, with the moſt ſenſible obligations, and to 


add to love the higheſt admiration and grati- 


tude ? How much are you miſtaken, cry'd 
4 laughing! what will you ſay if I tell you 
that I Know many ladies, and, I believe, ſome 
of firi& virtue too, who have adopted it as a 


maxim, that a reformed rake makes the 


« beſt huſband.” - This is really a moſt 


ridiculous, as well as indecent aſſertion, 
and, wheneyer it is tried, a moſt dangerous 


experiment : but as vanity makes them always 
flatter themſelves, that'their charms are Capa- 
ble of producing this wonderful. reformation, 


"the 
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the moſt abandoned libertine, though ſunk a 
thouſand degrees below the dignity of a man. 
Pray what. would theſe people ſay to a fault, 
which muſt appear extremely ſmall, when 
compared to years ſpent i in the diabolical em- 
ployment of ruining innocence, and in all the 
cruel infernal arts of falſhood, deceit, and 
treachery? Jam ſurprized, my dear, ſaid 


Lucius, that ladies, who have adopted ſuch a. 


pernicious opinion, ſhould have ſo little pru- 


dence as to make it publick. Have they no 


ſenſe of madeſty? Can they be inſenſible, 
that people will be apt ig charge them with 
being influenced by deſires, that Prompt them. 
only to apptove a man, who has given before - 
hand convincing teſtimonies of his ability to 
gratiſy em; and that, for a certainty of this 
they will, ſacrifice every other conſideration, 


and, prefer him who has proved himſelf 
a villain? You know, my dear, it is not 
ſuch as theſe I meant, I would not do you 
the injury to mention your name with theirs, 
nor am I ſolicitoas about the diſlike, or appro- 
bation of ſuch as theſe: but that you ſhould 
thus, generouſly hide my faults: how can I 
ſuſkciently thank you! That you, who are 
modeſtly itſelf, a friend to every virtue, ſhould, 

Head of upbraidings, laviſh your tenderneſs, 
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and with all che blaniſhmerit of love careſs 
an infant, that Hold, hold, my dear, cried 1, 
a laughing, a truce to your flattery, I beſeech 
you. Pray how Jong have we been married ? 
Above nine months I believe: it's high time 
fure to have done with compliments : why we 
ought to have had twice as many quarrels; 
ahd, to follow the mode, we ſhould before this 
time have begun heartily to hate each other :— 
but to be ſerious, added I, with a gravity 
much more ſuitable to the preſent diſpoſition 
of my mind chan this flight, which, however 
lively, was all. affectation; to what purpoſe 
| Mould 1 torture you, by reproaching you 
with a fault long ſince paſſed ? Can I give 
you pain without feeling it myſelf? Since 
none of us are perfect. ought I not rather to 
rejoice that you have ſo few faults,” and fo 
many virtues to counterbalance them? I am 
very ſenſible that ſhould a young woman, with 
the ſame temptation; ſo readily forfeit her ho- 
nour, ſhe would be entirely inexcuſable, and 
her crime would admit of but little alleviati- 
en. I am ſenſible too, that though ſhe would 
| ſuffer the greateſt infamy, by becoming a mo- 
ther, your crime, in the eye of heaven, may 
he as great as hers ; yet the world that would 
condemn ber, will excule * and * 
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de more obdurate, and leſs ready to forgiye 
than a ſtranger? I who have improved by 
your example, and who owe to you a vaſt au- 
quiſition in knowledge, and in many ſublime- 
1y delicate ſenſations. It was you, who firſt 
taught me to Converſe with myſelf, to know 
the pleaſures of reflection, and all the delight 
that accompanies heavenly gratitude and love. 
With all theſe obligations, have I reaſon to 
complain, that you are a man and not an an- 
gel? Though you have been frail, your mind 
is ſtill untainted. I have not the leaſt ſear of 
your infidelity to me. It is my duty it is my 
intereſt, to make you happy, and, I hope, it 
will always be, as it is now, my higheſt plea« 
ſure. O Lucius ! where could I have found a 
huſband like you? for, as Hamlet ſays of his 
father, Take you for all in a, I ne'er 
& ſhall look upon your like again. 
Lvcivs embraced me; but told me he 
might, with far greater juſtice, retort the 
charge of flattery upon me. He confeſſed, 
chat he had many imperfections, and the moſt 
tender and obliging things. were ſaid on 
both fades; | but I have nom neither: the 
leiſure nor inclination to repeat them. 
IM every refined delight be yours, and 
, 2 . KZ. „may 
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1 
may your ladyſhip ever be as Fappy as is, at 
praſent | 
Your ſincereſt friend, 10 

L FeLICIA Man Lr. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


Am very glad, Madam, to find that both 

you and your aunt approve my conduct: 

but if you make my letters ſo public, as to 
ſhew them your friends, you will oblige 
me, in ſpite of my own inclinations, to write 
with more reſerve. The account of the dil- 
+ pute between her and you, on the propriety 
ef Lucius's reproving a young woman, whom 
he thought a partner in his puilt, is very di- 
verting : but I am more pleaſed to find that con- 
fidence and unreſerve, with which I havercla- 
ted certain events, and which I was not alto- 
- gether ſatisfied with, ſufficiently juſtified, by 
her obſervations. It is with inexpreſſible de- 
light I hear her ſay; * that the ingenuity of 
mind, which could prompt him to under- 
tc take fo irkſome a'taſk,' and the modeſt diff- 
e dence that accompanied his behaviour to 
* me, ſo oppoſite to the bold confidence of a 

& » man, 
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a man, who would rather glory 1 in his & 


te place him in ſo fair a view, as to make 
© him, in her opinion, more amiable than 


e if he had wanted this ſhade to heighten the 


“lights, which form the portrait I have giv - 


| en of his character.“ 


AFTER this compliment to Lucius, would 


not any one imagine- that I was a tolerable 


painter? She talks of- lights and ſhades mu- 
tually ſetting off each other; and what elſe is 
neceſſary to compleat the picture ? How un- 


" reaſonable is it in her, to inſiſt upon your de- 
firing me, to preſent her with a more finiſhed 
piece, and to give the portrait of his mind in 
one view! But you muſt be obeyed. And 
yet how difficult is the taſk ! Where ſha!l 
1 begin? He has all thoſe endearing im- 
preſſions of humanity, thoſe native traces of 
' goodneſs, which the mind approves upon the 
firſt view. I is virtue cofts him little or no 


pains, it ſprings freely from his ſoul ; white 


the eaſy ſweetneſs, with which it is accompa- 
nied, lets every one ſee that it is attended with 


all the pleaſures of ſelf-· gratification: It is the 


reſult of a refined taſte, a correct imaginati- 


on, and a ſettled judgment. From hence his 


beneficence derives its virtue, as well as its 


* and not from a conſideration of the 


H4 > "uo. 


* 
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may your ladyſhip ever be 28 6s Kappy us is, at 6 
_ prafent * 0 & 
HE | Your ſincereſt ens, 13 

B. PRE Fx LICIA Mayzr, A 
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Am very glad, Madam, to find that both 

& you and your aunt approve my conduct: 
but if you make my letters ſo public, as to 
ſew them your friends, you will oblige 
me, in ſpite of my own inclinations, to write 
with more reſerve. The account of the dil- 
0 pute between her and you, on the propriety 
of Lucius's reproving a young woman, whom 
he thought a partner in his puilt, is very di- 
verting : but I am more pleaſed to find that con- 
fidencè and unreſerve, with which I havercla- 
ted certain events, and which I was not alto- 
gether ſatisfied with, ſufficiently juſtified, by 
her obſervations. It is with inexpreſſible de- 
light! hear her ſay; that the ingenuity of 
mind, which could prompt him to under- 
cc take fo irkſome a taſk, and the modeſt diff - 
e dence that accompanied his behaviour to 
“ me, ſo oppoſite to the bold confidence of a 
ON. man, 


* 
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c man, who would rather glory | in his AY 


te place him in ſo fair a view, as to make 
© him, in her opinion, more amiable than 


if he had wanted this ſhade to heighten the 
lights, which form the portrait I have giv — 


©« en of his character.“ 
AFTER this compliment to Lucius, would 


not any one imagine that I was a tolerable 


painter ? She talks of- lights and ſhades mu- 
tually ſetting off each other; and what elſe i is 
neceſſary to compleat the picture ? How un- 


"reaſonable is it in her, to inſiſt upon your de- 
firing me, to preſent her with a more finiſhed 
piece, and to give the portrait of his mind in 
one view! But you muſt be obeyed. And 
yet how difficult is the taſk! Where ſha!l 
I begin? He has all thoſe endearing im- 
preſſions of humanity, thoſe native traces of 
_ " goodneſs, which the mind approves upon the 
firſt view. His virtue coſts him little or no 


pains, it ſprings freely from his ſoul ; white 


the eaſy ſweetneſs, with which it is accompa- = 
nied, lets every one ſee that it is attended With 


all the pleaſures of ſelf-gratification: - It is the 


relult of a refined taſte, a correct imaginati- 
on, and a ſettled judgment. From hence his 
beneficence derives its virtue, as well as its 


lource, . and not from a conſideration of the 


Hy , 8 


3» 
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A mind fo noble, fo diſintereſtedly and freely 


is the faireſt character upon earth. 3 and that. a 


# 


pleafire that accompanies it. In ſhort, he haz 


virtuous, that a perſon, who would repreſent 
Virtue at a continual war with ourſelves, 
Would ſcarely allow him to have any virtue 
at all. Nay, if there be any foundation for 
the opinion of thoſe gentlemen, who place 
the perfection of a virtuous action, in the op- 
poſitĩon it meets with from nature, he is ab- | 
ſolutely incapable of performing one, either ge- 6 


nerous in itſelf, or acceptable to his God. If 6 
_ this commonly received opinion be true, it « 
will prove that no one, who has not firſt been « 
a compleat villain, can poſſibly attain to the « 


fablime character of a good man. That he 
, who fluctuates between the rage of appetite 
on the one hand, and his duty; on the other, 


man of regular deſires, a; man of ſtrict ho- 
_ nour, acting from the moſt generous, motives, 
is the moſt unhappy creature living; ſince his 
"virtues, becoming by practice i ina manner con- 
ſtitutional, muſt loſe all their value, and con- 


5 ſequently, their reward. But let it be 39 


ed, that the Hiremth of every vicious propenſi- 
ty, is only the weatne/s of the oppoſite virtue; 


that a reluQance to an act of humanity, can 
* proceed from the hardneſs of a heart, pe- 
\ 4 A ihed 
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trified: by a criminal ſelfiſhneſs; and that the 
very ſuſpenſe between virtue and vice, tar- 
niſhes the virtue, though it ſhould become 
victorious. Can that be an imperfeQtion in 
man, which i is the glory of all the higher Or- 
ders of created beings, and even of the great 
creator himſelf? For, as a moſt ingenious au- 
thor ſays, If compulſion be of the eſſence of 
* virtue, the conduct of even the ſupreme be- 
„ing has much leſs merit in it, than the 
** moſt diſingenuous of bis ereatutes ; for to 
« practiſe virtue, the higbeñ degrees of virtue, 
without cenfraint, to purſue it upon a prin- 
« ciple of free choice, for the mere. pleaſure 
“ and approbation of the thing itſelß, as his 
% glory, and his happineſs, is what conſtitutes. 
, « our idea of the divine perfeRion : and. ſhall 
' 4 the ſame thing, which gives ſuch a ſuperla- 
tive grace and luſtre to the divine character, 
«4 caſt a ſhade upon the human? So that, after 
| « all, conſtraint and ſelf-denjal are ſo far from 
„being neger to virtue, that it is mere 
« weakneſs, and want of virtue, that nn 
« either uſe or expediency®.” .. 
Tus, Madam, | have deen at the pains 
of n 325 and ſetting off my 
SO . own 
2 846 Philanda te Hyd aſpes, hefediiloaim. 
* upon falſe religion, page 102, 103. 
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'own reflections, with a long quotation, to 
contradict a favourite opinion of your aunt's; 
and to prove, that my dear Lucius may be: 
good man, without having a violent inclina- 
tion to be a bad one. There are inftances, it 
is true, in which virtue is attended with ſome 
degree of ſelf-denial ; and this would, doubt. 

leſs, have been the caſe of Lucius, had he hat 
virtue to refuſe” the profered favouts of th: 
unknown Prudilla: but, however difficult th! 

(conqueſt is at firſt, a ſteady adherence re. 
moves every obſtacle; the temptation, ariſing 
from future attacks, becomes leſs and leſs, as the 

mind becomes more perfect; perfeverance treads 
"down the briars, and makes the path plain, eaſy, 
and delightful; unnumber'd beauties open to our 
view, and the rugged road becomes the lawn 
of pleaſure; the mind is at leiſure, calmly, to 
contemplate the divine landſcape that lies be- 
Fore it, to enjoy the fragrant breeze, to taſte 
the charms of conſcious innocence, budding 
with golden fruit; and, above all, with rap- 
ture to behold the fmiles of heaven, beaming 

eeleſtial light, and divine complacency.— 
Bur whither am I'rambling ?” It is time 
to trace back my ſteps, and, like a good wife, 
to return to my huſband ; and, as F flatter my- 
it, that I have ern n * pro- 
19 Ceed 
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ceed with his character, which will be beſt il- 


luſtrated by his conduct. His uſual employ- 
ment is, in giving joy to a number of grateful 


dependents; and ſometimes Marilla and 1 
have the ſatisſaction of joining with him, in 
little acts of beneficence and compaſſion. 


When there are immediate objects of diſtreſs 


before him, how readily does, his ſenſible 


heart catch their ſorrows! how ſpeedily does 
he anticipate their wiſhes, and turn their grief 


into admiration and joy! while his affability and 
condeſcention give an. irreſiſtible grace to his 
benefits. But not contented with doing good, 
when forcibly touched by objects of pity, he 
endeavours to prevent the leaſt approach of un- 


| happineſs and miſery, and provides againſt 


the poor's aſking for relief, by pPacng'n them 
above the want of it. 
Win regard to this his principal view, 


he has lail a plan for making conſiderable al- 


terations in the garden. To. ſerve the poor, 


he has already “ Jevelled giants with the 


ground, demoliſhed inchanted caſtles, and will 
{hortly, by an arrangement of more natural. 
beauties, uiterly baniſh the phantaftical; which, 
like the Chineſe paintings, can only pleaſe, 
oy ſhewing a kind of reſemblance of nature, 

H.. l Þo in 
** See Letter xxv I. S p. 
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in the 'moſt, whioſical, and natural proporti- 
ons. The choiceſt flowers, inſtead of being 
depoſited in knots, are to be cweleſfsly, frew- 
ed amongſtithe. ſnort graſs : and, being min- 
gled with every ſpecieʒ that advrns the: fields, 
will, in, ahe i moſt. beautiful manner, brocade 
the velvet carpet: while: the tulip, auricula, 
and catnation, and all: thoſe, whoſe riſing 
ſtalks would wender them liable to be broken 
by the undiſtinguiſhing foot, or the roller, 
are to retits ti the margin of our walks, and 
ſkulking cloſe; to ſeele protection from the 
nicely cut verdant walls, and obeliſks, that are 
Fill to retaiſ their form. We are to have, in 


one part, graves and viſto's of ever 


while'in another, the vine, the honeyſuckle, 


And the ivy are to entwine the barren trunks, 


and mingle with the branches, of a low of 


elms, that extend acroſs the extremity of the 
garden, but which, at every walk, leave an 


opening to let in a view of the neighbouring 


country. Thus, in thoſe ſeaſons, when the 


rain, or the ſroſt, withholds ſubſiſtence from 
the families of our poor tenants, we ſhall al- 


ways find them employment, till they-can re- 

_ , turn again to their uſual labours. By this 
means our moſt agreable accommodations will 
decome of extenſive beneßt, and our very a- 


a: muſementa, 


1111 ße 2 2. S8 Z. FA 2. TF 3. 


myſements, 4 rom hand wich thoſe pleaſing 
Co e W from a palm, undiſ- 


emu man, my has: perſonal merit, may 
lafely depend on being treated by Lucius 


with the utmoſt reſpect, though his circum- 
ces are ever fo low: for his poverty, ſo 


from being a reproach, ſeems, in his opi- 
nion, to entitle him to a ſuperior kind- of de- 
ference, He relieves him with an air, that 
ſhews he is only paying a debt due to huma- 
nity ; and ſo cautious is he of giving a ſhock 
to his ſenſibility, that he has the look rather 
of a_ perſon obliged, than of one conferring 
an, obligation, For the relief of diſtreſſed 
merit, he denies himſelf many of the ele · 
gancies of life, and, particularly, thoſe of the 
table, from which every "coſtly luxurious fu- 
perfluity'is baniſhed, The meanneſs of a man's 
natural abilities never. _ inſpires. bim with con- 
tempt. If his heart be good, it is 
requires; though be gaqnot give him the e- 


ſteem due to a friend, be is, in his opinion, a 


much more amiable character than the man 
that wants humanity, though poſſeſſed of eve 
ry other qualification that can entitle him to 
ieſpect: and, indeed, without this, fine ſenſe, 
6 the melt prong ety 
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dition, added to the glare of wealth and high 
birth, can extort no more from him, than a 
Riff formal civility, He is, in one word, an 
enemy to nothing, but vice and affectation 


but he 


can ridicule” the latter, and yet give 


the perſon : a ſhare of his eſteem, His conver- 
Cation, indeed, wants that briſk gaity, and 
fprightlineſs of fancy, and all the light and airy 
ſallies of imagination, which we comprehend 
under the term wit; and as to repartee, 
he ſeldom indulges it. He has but little taſte 
for theſe ſparkling advantages in others, he re- 
54 them i in too mean a light; and, there- 
re, is not ſufficiently ſenſible how much 
theſe natural accompliſhments give a brillian- 
cy to converſation. When he talks, his ſtrong 
ſenſe is enlivened by a happy turn, a natural 
elegance of expreſſion, and his language, like 
his fentiments, is not only juſt but ſubline, 
| Yet gravity is not always agreable, and there 
are moments When folly becomes pleaſing, and 
we find à delight in being ridiculous :* from 
hence wit derives its moſt pleaſing charms- 
for with too much wiſdom we are ſometimes 
apt'to'moap into dulneſs. But this is a caſe 
++ that rarely happens with him, though ſome- 
times it does with me. His ſpirits flow with a 
Ktidoth and even ſtream, whilſt I, Having 


* * , 


ſome- 


* 
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ſometimes airy flights, am ſubject to fink into 
a dulneſs, . which folly and impertinence are 


beſt adapted to relieve. 
You need not be told, Madam, that this is 


partly my caſe at preſent; the heavineſs of my 


expreſſions, towards the concluſion of what 1 


have written, ſufficiently indicates that of my 


mind. I have loſt myſelf in drawing a cha- 


racter, every way ſo dear to me, in deſeribing 


a man, whoſe ſoul is the ſoul of friendſhip; no 
wonder then that my ſpirits flag ! But, after 


all, your ladyſhip will, perhaps, think, that 


my affection carries me too far; and that while 
I am painting the husband, I am only diſcover- 


ing the fondneſs of the wife. I will, therefore, 


in pity to you, as well as myſelf, finiſh this 
pleaſing, though difficult ſubject; and, to ſe- 
cure myſelf from the double charge of dul- 
neſs and partiality, leave, at leaſt, half his 
virtues untold. With my ſincereſt compli- 
ments to your other ſelf, IR r Tu 
Aunt, enk ba Ba 
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ſell 

we 

ſpe 

3 mc 

| Otulnowintorns you, that Mir. Grote has Wl 

Þ | been at Mr. Manly's, where he had an ex 
opportunity of an hour or two doherſation any 

with Sophronia and Marilla; when, to their an 

nd ſmall ſurpriſe, under the ſeal of ſecrecy, be I 'h: 

unfolded the whole affair, relating to the child; flu 

and they readily agreed to take the pretty in- Tec 

ſant into their care. After this he went to my Fr 
aunt e, where he found her ſon, who arrived le 

the day before from his travels, and who was ha 

juſt returned from paying a viſit to Mellifont, ac 

| and his ſiſter Amelia. As he was juſt ſetting di 
n out to ſet us, Mr. Stevens altered his intention ha 
et ſthing were co dinner, and readily agreed Wl 
in 


# To ecompatiyhink® Accordingly; they arci- 
e attended by very fart young gentle- ve 
1.18 man, who had commenced an acquaintayee ap 
1% 1 2 with my couſih, while they were abroad, pa 
= ' from the ſingle Conſideration of their 5% ta 


countrymen”: they; therefore, returned t eu 
ther, and, as his friends lived in Yor 5 


4 4 | L he made my aunt's in his way home, No 2 at 
= y couſin's -requeſt, conſented to ſtay with = 
. | | * 
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him two or three days, to reſt and refreſn him- 
ſelf on his; journey. ; 


., Lucivs received them all, with great n_ 
ſpe, though Mr. Stevens was, 1 believe, che 


moſt welcome viſitor. The gentleman, who 
was an abſolute ſtranger to every body preſent, 
except my couſin, made an agteable appear- 
ance; he had an eaſy flow of words, and an 


animated expreſſion; but his converſation was 


that of a profeſſed libertine. He ſwore very 


fluently, and endeavoured to divert us with a 


recapitulation of ſeveral of his adventures in 
France and Italy. My couſin had ſo much 
leſs of the gentleman in his behavior, as he 
had more affectation; and, indeed, he had 


acquired nothing by his travels that I could - 


diſcover, but a low kind of knowledge, that he 
had better have been without, a greater ſtock of 
vanity andfolly, and a knack of impertinently 
Introducing a little French: and, that his con- 
verſation, might want nothing to render it dif- 
agreable, he ſwore twice as much-as his com- 
panion, -, For. he bad ſcarcely ſat down, when 


taking a glaſs of wine, he cried, with a ridi- 


eulous affected grin, 'Sblood, Madam, you 


fee that I have loſt rien by my travels, andio,. 
e d votre ſervice.— Ha, ha, ha Why 


bookee, 
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Y -Aookee, that is as much as to ſay, My ſerv © 41 
il to ye, © Ol 
” : WE had but cries bebe the honour of en. ql 
_— E nee ſuch company; however, as tu m 
| | Was the firſt time of our ſeeing my couſin . 24 
= | ter a long abſence, and, as the other was bo - 
\ 1 his friend, and an abſolute ſtranger to uM n 
1 good manners, or rather the cuſtom of tte 5 
1 © world, would not ſuffer us to hazard the g.. 
[ | | ing them an affront; by a reproof, which, f 
49 however juſt in itſelf, would have been taken * 
| | as a groſs inſult. - Dinner was but juſt oven i 
when we were agreably ſurprized with a vit 


from a very worthy gentleman, the miniſter 5 
of the pariſh, But it was ſome time before w Ml 
received any relief from his company: and, in- 
© deed, though reproof was more ſuitable to lis 
character than ours, T ſoon found that he all MW . 
had too much of the ſame good breeding to in- 
. © terrupt them. The ftranger ran on with his 
intrigues, referring every minute to my cou- 

+ fin; to whom he always gave the name of 
his pocket book, to know either the preciſe WW 
time of an event, or the name of the place 
. © where the important trifle was tranſacted; 

when the latter, to ſhew his exact punQuality, 
and to indulge, perhaps, a-kind of vanity in 


diſplaying the ſtrength of a ys "ak 
: en 
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taken up with trilles, was ſure to launch 
out into twenty arches? foreign to the 
| leſion, | He never forgot the name of the 
" meaneff village, and, if he was aſked, what 
any town was called, where they had dined, 
he not only Teadily replied, but added, of 
his own accord, the ſign at the gate of the 
inn, what they had for dinner, whether the 
wine was good or bad, and ſome little adyen 
ture of his own, and this by way of epiſodes ; 
for when he had done, he always put the other 
in mind to go on again: But, Damme Fact 
Las you was a ſaying —allons—allens, conſtant- 
ly concluded whatever my wiſe couſin had to 
. fay. Thus they played into each other's hands, 
- while we had nothing elſe to do, but, like 
humble auditors, to liſten to Ne one of 


0 nenee. 


Tut tea-table did not procure us any in- 
— and finding the clergyman had no 
intention to interpoſe, I ſtepped aſide into the 
next room, deſiring him to follow me; where 
told him, chat he would oblige me, if he 


would take upon himſelf the trouble of giv- 


ing them a genteel reproof: for I could not 
bes to hear them ſwear, with ſuch uncon- 


trouled freedom. He promiſed that he would, 


Hand we refurned to our chairs. We had hard- 
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| e een, when my couſin gave him a ve- 
_Iy favourable opportunity; for, accidentally 
 Hilling a little tea upon his legs, he began 
td curle, and ſtamp, and ſwear, like a mad- 
man; but no damage being done, he was 
| preſently eaſy, when the clergyman obſerved, 
in a very bandſome manner, that he could 
not help being ſo unpolite, as to think ſwear- 
WE ing a very poor accompliſhment in a gentle- 
= man; that i it was a vice that wanted even the 
colour of temptation to excuſe it, having 
= neither the allurements of pleaſure nor wok, 
The predominance of this profane practice, 
added he, frequently calls for the moſt earneſt 
|  exhortations from the pulpit ; and, I lately 
* _ preached a ſermon, upon the ſubject, which J 
wiſh you had had the benefit of hearing. 
| | T1 reproof gave me a ſecret ſatisfaction, 
1 _ and I was going to ſecond what he had ſaid, 
5 when the ſtranger replied : And pray, doctor, 
be ſo good as to tell us, what ſucceſs this per- 
formance of yours had? I hope, in the Lord, 
you made a pretty many converts; for, to be 
ure, n nobody could withſtand the force of 
- Your: reaſonings*: {The . reverend . gentleman, 
E I muſt confeſs, looked a little ſilly and diſcon- 
| |  gerted, | Mycoplinlaughed, and jogzing Lu- 
_ om elbow,- and, at the ſame time, 


wink» 


Wo 


nz with ons eye, cryed, juſt loud enoi 


A 4 
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to be heurd by all the company, Du Dla . 
did you mind him, hay—zoons, twig the” 
parſon. Well, well, &y'd Lucius, Wing. 
heard the ſermon the gentleman mentions; 
and, L aſſure you, it was u very good one. 
Itake this opportunity, Sir, to thank you for 
itz but you muſt excuſe me, if I am of a dif- 
ferent” opinion from you, in this particular. 
Swearing is certainly attended with both plea 
ſure and profit; and was I to preach a ſermon, 
ſhould be to ptove it. 
nt firariger appeared"quiteit # lol; And 
rubbing his forehead, I heatd him mutter to 
himſelf, I will be damm d if Lean tell what to 
make of this ! Pleaſure and profit Old Sir 
Crape is in the right: but nt the devil does 
the gentleman mean? Aſter all, it is a cufſed 
fooliſh cuſton?, My couſin, clapping Lucius 
6n the back, ſeemed mightily delighted, with» 
out knowing why. Mr. Stevens was in a deep 
ſuſpenſe, and looked at Lucius with extreme 
attention: while I was perfectly aſtoniſhed. 
I had been expecting ſome grave and Judicious 
remark, and did not doubt but that Lucius 
would advance ſomething new on the ſubjeQ, 
that might, for the preſent, atleaft, put a ſtop 
yo their profane impertinence; whenT was alt 
4*:, 5 . Y | at 
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at once mortiſied to find. that I had ſpoke te 


the reverend gentleman to little purpoſe, ſince 


he was reſolved to take their part, and to coun- 
tenance what I; knew his heart muſt con- 
demn. Fie, fie, Sir, cried the clergyman, af. 


ter a little heſitation, and, with a tone and look 
that ſbewed him equally Pleaſed and diſſatisfi- 


ed, You joke I am ſure you do. Make a 
ſermon in praiſe of ſwearing! God forbid 


tis all a joke. Indeed, ſaid Lucius, I am in 
earneſt. Pon? t vou think I. ſhould make 
ſave converts It is a taking ſubject—quite 
new, I believe, 5 Phu, phu, converts 


perverts! Syd the good gentleman, with. 
ſome warmth; converts for Satan, in- 


deed. Dear Sis. 1 1 heaven's ſake, don't talk 
in this manner. My couſin was now all 
Fe he ſeiz d Lucius's hand, crying, Ay, 

05 give us, do, un ſer mon Ar des ſer ment. 


# ha, ha, you ſee. L am 4 Mit. I. will be 


8 if 1 don t liſten to you; faith | I will re- 
member every word. Come, begin, com- 
mence. No, no, cry d Lucius, why in ſuch 
haſte ? Iam not uſed to preaching, and, there- 


fore, as this will be my firſt performanoe, 


a day or two's time is little enough to prepare 
wyſelf. If you will all give me dhe fayour of 
your . the day. after to-morrow I 

will 
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vill oblige you. Mean while, I muſt deſire 
you, and this gentleman, your friend, to con- 
ſider the matter ſeriouſly, and prepare your- 
ſelves to anticipate what I ſhall have to ſay; 
by this means, you will -juſtify chis practice 
to your own minds, and, whenever you are 
attacked, in this manner, again, be ready, 
with my aſſiſtance, to vindicate yourſelves to 
the world, as well as your own conſciences. 
I would have every body act from principle; 
and, therefore, I muſt beg you to endea- 
vour to ſuſpend the practice, only, till you 
can recolle& ſome good arguments for its 
vindication: this cannot, ſurely, be very long 
-a quarter of an hour, perhaps, may furniſh - 
you with ſufficient. motives : but if not, I 
would not have you be diſcouraged ; there can 
be no great hurt in waiting till you hear my 
lecture, which, I dare promiſe you, will fur- 
niſh the ſtrongeſt and moſt conyineing reaſons 
for your continuing the laudable practice. 
But you muſt permit me, gentlemen, added he 
with a ſmile, as your advocate and friend, to 
inſiſt upon one condition, and that is, that I 
| may be allowed to ſwear the firſt oath; and 
| give the firſt curſe. The ſtranger immediately 
gave his conſent to this propaſition; which he 
acknowledged to be reaſonable enough; while 
* my 


„ 


W 


» 
# © 1, 


and let us know, that he would not only hear 
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my couſin, with x look of pleaſure, precipi- 
tately reply d, (at the ſame time giving a ſtamp 
with his foot, and rubbing his hands) Damn 
it; and ſo you ſhall, de tout mon cœur, by 
Hold, hold, cry*d Lucius, I appeal to the com -· 
pany, if this be uſing me well. 

Tnovon we were at a loſs to know 


what he uns driving at, we all gave our aſ- 
ſent; and I propoſed that he ſhould ſuffer ſome 


penalty. The poor youth was ſelf-condem- 


ned, and, ſcratching his head, begged pardon, 


telling us, it was not done with deſign: but 
Lucius was ine xorable, he pulled out his 
watch, and propoſed, that he ſhould be obli- 
ged to be ſilent for ſive minutes; and this 
ſentence being approved, he added, to puniſf 
him further, that he himſelf would not fwear, 
till he could find an opportunity of introducing 
an oath, in ſuch a ä as to yore on 


to the ſentence,” © 


Tus tea things had "ou taken away for 
a0 time, Mr. Stevens had lighted his pipe, 
and the watch was placed on the table before 
Lucius, which my couſin, during the time of 
his ſilence, continued to examine, with the 
aloſeſt attention; mean while, the clergyman 
expreſſed his ſurprize at Lucius's behaviour, 


* 


nim, but would fl up all might to aner ſo 
vid ſermon; and he did not doubt but 
nne mould be able to overturn all his argu- 
ments ; and, therefore, invited the company to 


hear him the ſucceeding day at church: when 


he would let them ſee, that a good cauſe could 
ſuffer nothing by being attacked; adding, that 
as be bad truth and religion on his ide, he did 
not dòubt but he ſhould be enabled, through 
divine aſſiſtance, to Convince, if not to re- 
form them. Lucius requeſted that he would 
hear him, before he promiſed too much: and 
aul bim that he himſelf, wich al dis cal, might 
approve what he now condemned: however, 
he deſired him to walt with patience, and, if 
he was not convinced, he would certainly at 


tend to hear his own arguments refuted. But 


che ſtrauger was averſe to the propoſal of go- 
ing to hurch, and my dumb couſin fhew'd 
his difliks to the motion, by ſigns, till he had 
. wa 
bs. mer N int 

Tan converſation — di- 
vided; and, at the ſame time, it was rendered 
lefs ſhocking; for whatever were Luciug's 
ſecret intentions, which we were yet unac- 


quainted with, he had already, by ſiding wit 
them, 7 6 x more happy effect, than 
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would, probably, have attended all his remon- 
ſtranees. Our two travellers. ſpoke flow. 
ly, and with abundance. of precaution ; and 
while we were all watching them, my. couſin 
was watching Lucius, frequently interrupting 
Him, to let him know, that in ſuch à place 
de might handſomely introduce an oath; but 
Locus had the advantage of conſtantly: prov. 
ing, that it would flatten, or perplex, the 
Ente of the ſentence: when waiting about half 
1 2n hour to no purpoſe, my couſin, and his 
13 _. _ -friend, perhaps tired of this reſtraint,” took 
—_— their leave, and, in the moſt obliging manner, 
_— left us deny, to indulge the pleature of a 
TE * dees and unreſerved corwerſation. 
Tux clerguman ſaw, and confelled, the 
e Lucius's ſtratagem; but could com- 
prehend nothing of the ſermon, or his reaſons 
for contradicting an aſſertion, that had all the 
force of a ſeli· evident truth; and, as he was 


38 S EFSA „„ „ 22 


now under leſs reſtraint, became ver inquiſi - cn 

tive, in order to ſearch into the motives of ed 

this extraordinary conduct: but all the an- a 

ter he could obtain from Lucius was, that che 
de was really in eatneſt, and chat he would m 
give him no reaſon to be diſſatisſied with his im 
8 re _—_ the 

5 8 2 wait, ene 


uo 4 
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„nt, as well as the others, till he time 
. appointed to gratify his curioſity took place. 
d Loctus had this day acted in a manner 
n quite oppoſite to his uſual conduct, and I now 
8 ſaw that the man, who had hitherto behaved 
e with ſuch an artleſs ſimplicity of manners, had 
it regulated his general behaviour from princi- 
„dle, and from choice ; fince we found that he 
fo was able, upon occaſion, to aſſume a cha- 
If rater oppoſite to his own: and if this, Madam, 
s contradicts any thing] I have faid of him in 
k my laſt letter, pray impute it to my ignorance 
, of his abilities. The reſt of the afternoon 
A was ſpent very agreeably, and Mr. Stevens, be> 
fore he took his leave, gave me a hint, that 
e he ſaw/ plainly that Lucius was only playing 
. upon the two travellers; and added, that he 
1$ yould not loſe the opportunity of . us 
e on Saturday for any conſider ation. 
Tux next day, and part of Saturday, Lu- 
eius continued locked up in his cloſet, attend- 
ed only by young Trueman, who ſerved him 
as an amanuenſis, The company came at 
the time appointed, together with Mellifont, 
my aunt, and Amelia, who had received an 
imperfect account of the affair from her bro-. 
ther; ſo that Lucius had a tolerable audi- 
ence, As ſoon as they were ſeated, he aſk- 
| 1 ed 
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ed the two friends, whother they had farioudy (2 
Conſidered the affair, and if they had found out 4 
© any important advantages attending the uſe 7 
of oaths, and curſes, in converſation. The 
ranger ingeniouſſy conſeſ d, that he had 
Ph conſidered it pretty cloſely, and that, ſo far 
„ from ſeeing any 22 1 9. n really 
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ed, that if he was to think much mofe about 
+ it, he ſhonld be obliged_to leave it off; for 
4 the more he thought vf it, the more indefenſi- 
ble it appeared. Lucius then, deſiring that no 
body preſent would take any exceptions to a- 
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ny thing he ſaid, roſe up and began: While all 
. preſent, having their curiaſit ſtretched to the 

0 utmoſt extent, ſeemed to liſten with extreme 
cagerneſs and attention. And, 28 I imagine 
that yours is attended with litile leſs impati- 
ence, ; There el you cop, hich Tru 
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E-R Eis a ſet of dem itt the world, | 


who need only be known in order to 
a es, men, who are a conſtant ſubject 
for ridicule, and juſtly the derificgt of che gay 
and more refined-part of the human fpecies: 
men who are ſo ſtupid, as to be moreenamantr- 


ed with the pleaſure of a benevolerit Aeon, 


mote charmed with giving joy to the . helpleſs 
aud miſerable, with drying up the tears of the 
diſtreſſed, or ſoothing the agonies of the burſt 
ing beart, than with the lordly pride of want 


ton pgwer, than in rendering the wretched” 


more wretched, than with ſpurning at paticiit 
merit, or even the ſatisfaction of racking te 
nants, hoarding wealth, or all the high Frati- 
heation of a debauch ;/ more delighted with 


. 


the viſionary pleaſure of indulging their own | 


refletions, and the applauſe of a good con» 


feience, than with the charms” of 4 bottle, 
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ton, or all the high- -wrought indulgences of 


a luxurious appetite. And, in one word, to 
ſum up their character, more afraid of a falſe 


or even an unneceſſary oath, * 
of a ſword, 


Tr is with theſe poor mean -ſpirited wretch- 


es, that I am now to combat, in order to 


ſhew the great advantages that attend: a ſtrict 
compliance: with the injuction in my text, 
And thou. ſhalt fevear by hir name. I ſhall not 
here take up your time in examining the con- 
text, or even in conſidering what is meant by 
the command-in my text, which ſome would 
confine to the neceſſary oaths, taken in a 
- court of judicature ; but, like all ſound divines, 
and 1 in compliance with the cuſtom of all good 
commentators and diſputants, conſider the pal- 
- fage before us, in that latitude, which is moſt 
to anſwer my particular deſign. 

On man takes his text, and etdeavours, 
Ta the moſt elaborate eloquence, to prove, 
that the hible be preaches from is a work not 
Kt to be read; that it never was deſigned for 
the inſtruction of ſuch blockbeads as his au- 
dience, who, by looking into it, incur dam- 
nation. e 
be read by none but the prieſt, or whom he 
Mall appoint. Ty glorious that -revelation, 
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Mes 
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eternal life ! It is ſhe alone, who can infallibly 


inform us, chat love, and charity, and com- 


paſſion, and tendernefs, ſo often mentioned 
in that old book, the bible, mean ſpite, and 
hatred, and inquiſition, and . fag- 
gots. 


_ ANOTHER, with pious Muffe, and all the | 


moving force of ſighs and groans, prove that 


the God of truth is the God of falſtiood;. and 
finding his ſcheme contradicted, by the lan- 


guage of ſcripture, from ſcripture nicely diſ- 
tinguiſhes between a. revealed and « ſecret 
will, both oppoſite, both contradictory to 


each other. Scripture he proves to be a lye; 
his opinion he proves to be true from ſcrip- - 
ture. He wiſely turns out common ſenſe, to 
make room for grace. He degrades reaſon 


as being in league with the devil, and, in the 


pious ardour of his heart, ſaves himſelf the 


trouble of thinking, and cries out belitve, 
becauſe it is impoſſible. Ve deiſts rejoice in theſe 
your friends | Admit them into your ſocie- 
nes! They, like you, can darken truth, they 


haye aſſiſted you in ſetting fragment againſt 


fragment; and, when the dazaling ſun - beams 


"hp too bright, can wiſely-cloſe their eyes: — 
14 k . | 
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which,-in the hands of themultitude, points the 
way to miſery, but, in thoſe of the church, to 
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Let me tos be permitted to rank myſelf on 
_ this fide, and, countenanced by ſuch great au- 
thotities, to take a text that fuits my preſent 
purpoſe, regardleſs of every other paſſage that 


| * 
* N a 1 


may be ſuppoſed to contradict it: nay, re- 
gardleſs of the text itſelf, any further than 
Ad ume for a, plauſible" eee 
, offer. 

Ix is ſufficient, therefore, e 
2 command to ſwear by the name of God ; 
which ſhall take, in the common and vulgar 
ſenſe of the word Twearing, to mean, not on- 
Iy all manner of oaths; but whatever goes un- 
der the denomination of fwearing in conver- 


fation, a# oaths; curſes, and impretations. 
Is treating thiskbje@ Uſhall conſider,” 


I. Tur many advantages attending the 
frequent uſe of oaths, curſes, and imprecati- 
, ons: in which will be ſufficiently proved, the 
* falſenels of that aſſertion, that ſwearing is at- 
| tended with neither pleaſure not proſit. 
II. Answax ſome objections, And, 
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ins a ſtory, he is loſt in a vacuity.of thought, 
and would inſtantiy, to his eternal diſhonour, 


what to ſay next, and finds himſelf able to N 
| proceed with a ſentence ot ty more, Tu 1 


after. Bleſt expedient l bythe uſe of which, po: 


mch d hounds ; ſo ſoften the object of thei 
delight. end admiration! O how prepoſte» 
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ment is a wonderful help to diſcourſe 3 as 
ſupplies the want of good ſenſe, learning, 400 
eloguence.. The illiterate and ſtupid, by the 
help of oaths; become orators; and he. whoſe- 
wretched intellects would not permit him to 
utter a coherent ſentence, by this eaſy prac- | 


tice, excites the laughter, and fixes the atteny 
tion, of a brilliant and joyous circle. He be- 


become ſilent, did not a ſeries of oaths and | 
imprecauons, give him time to gather up, or 
rather ſeck. the thread of bia diſcourſe: he = 
begins again, again he is loſt, but having = 

complimented his friends, by calling for ster: 
nal damnation on them all, he has thought 


* — — 
"yy _ 4 — SS — 2 * — 1 J of X 8 3 1 n - c he * o 
a W E . q I 9 | N * * * 2 2 a = 4 = =>" _ = \ 
* c ES ES. 
"ks _— pe pn — — LET 
at ann da IR , . ore — — . 


he Kill talks any. while thought followaz⁰o⁰)ͥͤ 7 


__ * 
al: i . 


"ITT 


lae conyerſation glides on uninterrupted, while = 
ſound is . happily; ſubſtituted in che place of F * 
ſenſe 2 by ch, mankind communicate fami- ; | i I 
liar noiſes to each other, with 3s little intelt 
Stu! ability and labour, as a pack of wells 
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to experience, is that ridiculous aſſertion, that 
ſwearing is attended wich neither pleaſure 
nor profit! For what higher pleaſure, what 
greater profit and advantage can a man enjoy, 
than'to find, that, in ſpite. of nature, who hat 
direRed him to be 'filent, he can hear himſclf 
talk—talk without ſtammering, or drawling 
out each heavy ſentence, that lags behind to 
wait on thought. Ye ideots rejoice ! ye cox 
combs, whoſe coſtive brain neꝰ er dictated the 
Rowing ſentiment, be glad Ve, whom learn- 
+ loſt, ex- 
ult! Bleft with eaſe and indolence; you talk, 


 and'thoſe, like you, admire; while liſtening 


demons clap their wings, and grin ap- 
Pac, 1 5 

FoncivE me, Sirs, if, fired with my ſub- 
ect, I loſe my uſual moderation; for who can 
help being warmed at the motion of fuch glo- 


nous advantages as theſe ? Advantages, which 
Fevel the converſation of the mighty, and 


raiſe the oratory” of the carman and por- 


ter: Here the loweſt frequently excel; the | 


plowman, with clouted ſhoon, 'outvies his | 
Competitors, and practiſes the vices of the 
gentleman, with more ſucceſs than the lord of 


the manor; or the ſplendid courtier, though a+ 


dorned with ſtar and garter. Here no abili 
3 : OE 


* 
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ties, no learning, are neceſſary, no ſtud | 
hours are required to attain perfection. Tre 
and figures, all the flowers of oratory, all the 


pedantry of the ſchools, are. vain. and uſeleſs 
trumpery, compared to theſe ornaments : they 


require pains and ſtudy, nor can be applied 
without judgment, and the toil: of reading 


what are fooliſhly. called, the ingenious and 


Polite authors: but ſwearing is, as IL have ſaid, 
learning to the ignorant, eloquence to the 


blockhead, Ry to the apt, MOLE * 


my coxcomb. 


 SxconDLy, Oaths 20 bunte are a” er | 


os wi, at leaſt in appear- 


can doubt the valour, the intrepidity - of him 
who: braves the thunder of heaven, who. af 


fronts the moſt formidable being in the uni- 


verſe, and treats, with contempt, that all-en- 
livening principle, which. ſuſtains and ani- 
mates the wholegreation? To what a noble 
elation is the heart of the coward conſcious, 
when he thus defies the Almighty, and im- 
precates the fires of hell! Let the bluſtering 
- bully domineer; let him roas. out his Cures, 


and threaten all who dare . provoke the ven- 


geance of bie potent arm ; let him ters 
* afurly frown, and intimidate when, wb 


18 portly 


ance, which anſwers the ſame end. For who 
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33 Sie, be yents- ten thouſand + oaths 
And curſes on the wretch, who impudently 
pteſumes to oppoſe his mighty will—who 
dares doubt his courage? Who can believe, 
Mat the cane, or the toe, when duly applied, 
haue ſuch magie power, as to make him twiſt 
and writhe [himſelf like a ſerpent, till, with 
this exerciſe;; his joints, and his mind, be- 
come ſo ſupple, that he can bend and cringe 
1 ant aſk pardon? Let the meek ſoldier boaſt 
7M 8 his deeds of war, and, with oaths and execra- 
3 tions lace the ſelf-flattering tale; who can be- 
eve that fo great 4 hero ſhould have an anti- 
pathy to the ſight of ſteel? Or that be, who 
challenges the blaſting Jightaing to fall on his 
wied, would tremble, and turn pale, at the 
1 wo faſh of a piſtol ? No, this muſt never be 
—_— f imagined ; for can ĩt be ſuppoſed that he has les 
| 5 | bravery in the field than in the tavern? With | 
—_ theſe bluftering exfletives,cthen, the coward „ 
dn nd look big, Ad every; minute | 
N N . _ give freſh proofs. of an im intible courage : 
_ et be may bravely ſport with that being. whoſe 
- frown-would make che heavens and earth to 
irembie : he. may ſeem to ſuaich the. venge- 
ance from his upliſted hand, and throw it on 
his ſoe dhe may invoke the; wrath: of hear 
4 Nee that * afraid 
| * on 1 f of 
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of death, when he ig continually n The | 
all che horfors of hell? 8 13 
Tuo, he hereby not only * a 
proof of his courage, but informs the "world, 
that he is intirely diveſted of all the fooliſh 
prejudices of education, and has uplearnt 


Wa that the nur ſe, and all the prief have og: 


that he has not only ſhook off the ſhackles 
of enthuſiaſm, but has baniſhed from his 
min, chat reverence. of. the deity, which is 
the ſoundation of every ſyſtem of. religion. 
He is. not ſuſpected: o being ſuch a fool! 8. 30 
want inſtruction, ſince it cannot be imagined, 
that he has fo dull a taſte as 80 go to church, 
unleſs; if he be a gentleman, to ogle the la- 


des if a clovn, to leep ; on if a tradeſ 


wen of both ſexes, who, happen, ta be his 


' euſtoiners : and he has this additional adyant 
tage, that he will never be taken ſo a pins 


churchman, a preſbyterian, a quaker, , on 
methodiſt. And, in reality, he isfofarfrom 
being a bigot to any religious principles, qhat 
he belongs to no religious ſocietyuhen carth- 


That he is not, nor cannot be a»chaiſtiang is 


Sten, ber what is nue nee 


n 


+ 


. 
7 


vn! e rocuaktorra. | 


to which he bids defiance with every curfe, 
He cannot be a deiſt, - becauſe they openly 
profeſs the utmoſt reverence. for the deity ; 
and, for the fame reaſon, he can neither be 2 
Jew, or a Mahometan, or a follower of Con- 
fucius. No, nor even an atheiſt ; ſince we 
cannot conceive, that he would ſo often call 
- upon God, if he. was thoroughly convinced 
there was no ſuch being in the univerſe; how- 
' ever, he every minute lets us ſee, that he does 
not fear him.” How unlicenſed is his freedom, 
wretches, who meanly bend their-wills,- and 
Tegulate their aclions, by the ſage dictates of 
reaſon and conſcience ; who ſtoop to follow 
let theſe bridle their tongues, let theſe confine 
themſelves - within the narrow limits preſcri- 
ded by reaſon and good ſenſe; the ſwearer 
knows better; ſenſe, and reaſon, and religion, 
ure all fubſervient to his will; he diſdains their 
eiter, ad rules thoſe Woh! rule ow the 

| world beide. e 
3 
- which attends the vice of the 
— cn. ay 

| Vinhes raiſes bim to dignity and honour; Un- 
* | and 
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i advert to' a remote conſequence of the - 


practice of ſwearing : but, as there is ſuch 2 
cloſe concatenation in all our habits, and vir- 
tue and vice are progreſſive in their very na- 
ture, I ſhould not do complete Juſtice to my 
ſubject, if I omitted the conſideration of it 
in this particular view. When a man, there 
fore, by a happy aſſociation of ideas, joins to 
the other advantages of this vice, ideas of 
wealth and grandeur; when he ſees no argu- 
ment, that appears of any weight, to bind 
him down to the unthriſty rules of honeſty; 
and His regard for his own private advantage 
is too ſtrong, to let him have any fof the pri · 
vate property of his neighbour ; what ſhould 
binder him, when a fair ny offers; 
from raifing- himſelf; hy the ruin of his 
neighbour, his companion, or his deareſt 
friend? He has ſwore to a thouſand lyes in 
company, without any view of private ad- 
vantage; what ſhould prevent him then from 
fo conſiderable ? Surely, neither conſcience, 
nor reaſon, nor religion, can do this: no, 


that is impoſſible; for I, who am as infallible 
as any dignified prieſt, that ever mounted ea 


pulpit, 1 a Un 
* e ie 22 


f N ml 
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eas che fwearer, wich an unhourided* 


SN erence faige no wenkh, and bold- 
I to graſp at thoſe riches, which fortune has 


fooliſhly given to a more .deſerving perſon ; 


and this, in ſpite of Jos T1 and Equity, 
ho age his profeſſed enemies, Thus he riſes 
abovs the multitudes and gains a laſting fame; 


not by blood and flaughter, but by cunning, 


deceit, and artifice; by burſting through the 
molt ſolemn engage ments, breaking in ſunder 
the bonds of ſociety, and only violating what 
fails in his attempt, and the property of the 
perſom ho has attacked temains inviolate : he 
is conveyed. ton gaſtle, ſtrong as that of 2 
. erown'd-headz- where no impertinent intruders 
dare appear to diſturbqhis repoſe: for in the day 
time, he has a. porten to ſtand at his gate; in 


SonROUNDED: hd gently rad 
lemmwviditatthe ſeat of Jer tes; he has the 
honour. of being admitted to the royal bench; 
bertſalf, and, ſor a conſiderable time, takes 
up the whole attention of her prime miniſters, 


bim all due reſpect, wait hie coming in their 


E o 4 $1 1 5 re- 
CY - ; | 


> Fan atmntens 104k fad bar 
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the Jozds of. her court, who, aſſiduous to pay 
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proper habiliments 3, and, though it be ever 


ſo early in che day, he is never received with 
the. diſreſpectſul negligence of an ume. 


The ceremony being over; he is reconducied 8 


by the ſame guards who brought him thither, 
and who dare not preſume to leave him; "Gl 
he is | ſafe within his palace. He now ſoon 
receives the reward of his baſſted - dexterity, 
the glorigus fruit of his ambition. The day 


arrives, devoted to mirth and jollity, buſineſs 
and eare are laid aſide, and every labouring 


band has n a holy-day. He walks, dr tides 
in his triumphal car, attended by a numerous 


throng of garing ſpectators: he is mounted 


ples, adorned with a civic wreath, and his 
uriſts with an embraxure, compoſed of a 
matter, ſomething coarſer, indeed; than that 


of pearls and diamomds. This is no -fooner 
of joy, and bending low, even to the 


pay him homage; 3 
aeclamatians, [preſent their tribute, ſtriving 
who moſt ſhall pay, who ofteneſt bend. He 


4.covited, he is loaded, with their gifts, and 


ſenſibly touched with their bounty. Tue moe 
de gains, the more unenvied here he ſtands, 


while all rejoice, and give the applauſe that is 
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: Bis due. But, let his modeſty be ever ſo great, 

1 let his bluſhes be like the trickling drops of 

/ crimſon, painting his baſhful check, and 

prompting a willingneſs to retire from theſe 

honours ;; yet one hour, at leaf, he is reſtrain- 

ed to ſtay, to receive the willing offerings of 

—_ the multitude Thrice happy man! had 

=_ conſcience, or had reaſon ſway'd, thou never 

— hadſt thus been bleſs ; unknown thou mighteſt 
OE Jour Wer 1 * 5 


en e =5" w9 2. 


40 1 1 cou nom in the ſoak place, to i 
© anſwer-ſome+objeRtians ; but as . theſe, after ; 
what has. been ſald, muſt appear extremely ' 
trilling, I ſball be as conciſe as > amp 
_ _ Haſtento a concluſion. It is ſaid, I 
E rr | 
K 
reaſon. 

Bur hens his be called objection a- 
gainſt ſwearing? What have we to do with 
right reaſon q . We leave it to the dull wretch · 
es, the men of reflection: and yet there are 

ſome of theſe, who. attempt to mimic us: 
but if they act inconſiſtently with their own 
abilities, let them look to that. An upright 
man is a dewnright fool, if he ſwears at all. 
Let thoſe who can talk without it, extol their 


2 . 
W * | wWwon- 


— a 


"OMEN talents; they have no need of this 
polite vice to recommend them to the world. 


The ſqueamiſh wretch; who is afraid of à lye, 


has no need to ſwear to what he ſays, ſor he 


is certain that his word will be readily taken. 


But away with theſe yea and nay wretches, 


men born to be pointed at ; the ſheepiſh, the 
ſober fools;»who, regardleſs of the boundleſs 
NE EY ; 


2 «+ 


religion, and conſcience. 
SEConDLy,: and laſtly, it is obſe ted, that 


it is one of the moſt ſenſeleſs, unnatural, rude, 


r 
vented. * 


Tas, it avaſt be confelled, a ing Be | a 
complimenw to, at leaſt, half the polite world. 


How can that be rude and unmannery, "which 


gives ſuch à grace to converſation ? "Tis 


true, we expreſs ourſelves ſtrongly, and uſe 
none of thoſe languid, ſneaking, epithets in 


| our diſcourſe, which your modeſt men, your 


men of humanity make uſe of: but as we 


talk without meaning, nobody can ſay that 
e mean ill. And, indesd, it is à very inju- 
rious expreſſion, to ſay that this is wmatural, 
when ſo many of us have the honour of being 
„ 1 8 1 b e Oe 
turg 


: c 
5 — 


' Fericta To CHAAIOTTE. 211 


a * arr — * . 


CORE . u r nn 


* 3 8 
* oo —— - \ l bs o I 
I OY Py yp 


— 


C 


w; — 


1 


. : £5 F. 


5 888 


* — »- _ 
— K — 3 
= - | e * = wn 8 W.x< 
- g 5 rs 


1 22 


n 


PA REES An” - 4 waa 


' * 1 FLIeHA To CHARLOTTE. 


Aun now, Sirs, I have proved, ſo-effetu- 
ally, the great advantages, attending the prac- 
tice of this genteel and faſhionable vice, that 
+ Fr 
% cation. | 
— 1 Q . inclimabk 
are the advantages I have mentioned! If 
there is any one here deſirous gf. obtaining 
theſe, and yet is troubled, and antinidated, 
with the impertinence-of a reſtleſs conſcience, 
ing in his face, and threatning to haunt 
Sim; Ike a ghoſt,” let him but follow my ad- 
vice, und cotifcietice wilt fall afleep. Would 
| ke ſteel his heart againſt compunction, let 
© _ Kitt advance by degrees; if ho is afraid of an 
cual, let lim come a8 near it as he can, let 
=_ m ery, Egad, ronumation, and o dram ye; let 
uu chas chip and carve a few: common-place 
= @evipreffions, to fit them to his @nſcience, and 
mme buſineſs will be done, This e 
wo.ill render familiar, and the. ard, who 
=. den txembled ac the thought of Hell, will ſoon 
8 mu ue 
Ab nom, ye, who have long indulged bp 
views who have arrived. at perfection in this. 
= great accompliſhinent, und, by this means, 
BG - _ have gained that applauſe, which nature would 
. yo * you, r — refuſed, and 
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bonſclence condemned: you, I ſay, who, by 
che aſſiſtanct of this vice, have diſtinguiſhed 
' yourſelves, either as the orator, the pimp, or 
the bully: you who, with more diſtinguiſhed 


* 


, 


— & 


glory, have graced the lofty pillory 3 and you 5 


who, under ſpecious oaths of ſpeedy marriage, 
have violated virgin innocence, and rewarded 


mne maid, chat loved you, with eternal infa - 
iy z conſider theſe noble advantages, applaud, 


congratulate yourſelves, and rejoice: you have 
not ſtopped at the /moſt flagrant impieties; 
yon have challenged, and dehed, the blaſting 
power of heaven to do its. worſt, and with a 
diſintereſtedneſs, peculiar to yourſelves, have 
" generouſly ſold the reverſion of eternal, inex- 


haufſtible happineſs, merely for the pleaſure uf 


ee, eee eee ee 


dor, and "almighty friend. How nobly un- 
Pet how unſelfiſh your conduct! Boaſt 


Salt intereſted view, e e e of 


ee ee reopen eee | 


ſell⸗love, while -infigite unbounded felicity 


bas uo charms, when ftanding in competition 
with the delight of affranting a benefactor, 
with the pleaſure of agcurſe, and the ſatis- 
E . 
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Srur tmr, IondkANee, and Fol Lx; are 
on your ſide: act, therefore, like men, who 
profeſs. to be their friends, and like the true 
enemies of Rzxason, RRLIG ion, 'VirTue, 


and Common Szusg. You have ſeen your 


practice juſtified with advantages, which you 
have never before thought of: if theſe have 
any weight, if theſe have any charms, let them 
have all their inſuence. To ſum up all, let 
every man act conſiſtently with his real cha- 
racter, and, by his indulgence of this practice, 


or his forbearance, ige e | 


Marte reg en bt a It 
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traordinary performance; but the ſtriking ac- 


tion, the natural expreſſion varied into dif- 
ferent iones 3; the ſneering air in which he ut- 
tered i ſome ſentences, and che thundering 
pompous manner in which, he pronounced 
thoſe bordering on the hombaſt, you can form 
no idea of: theſe ars ſtill behind; and not to 
be expreſſed, even though I ſhould endeavour 


do follow the example of that memorable 
preacher, h inſerted, in the margin of his 
printed ſermon, the proper places where to 
bub, and where 90 blow hig of. Laci- 


e Particulars, 
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re | which, however trifing they may appear, are $ 
ho eſſential parts of orfitory. Theſe ſurpaſſed all  - 


ue deſcription, they gave life and energy to the 'S N 
diſcourſe, every ſentence was animated with * [ 
1 


E, 

ur a degree of fire, peculiar to itſelf, which, at 
Du once, warmed our mind and ſhoe eee 
ve the light of convictioůn. * 
m Lucius had no ſooner concluded this long 
et harangue, than the ſtranger appeared moſt for- 
* ward to thank him, and not only acknowledg- 
by ed the ſatire juſt, but very honeſtly confeſſed, 

- dat he felt the force of every word, that he 

" was ſhocked at a practice he had too much 

| indulged, and reſolved never more to be guil- 

» ty of it. My couſin faid, he believed Lu- 

. cius was run mad, and that he could not un- 
derſtand half of it. - The clergyman, though 

- he iked it very well in the main, thought it 
; BY bordered a little upon the profane; but Mr. 
| Stevens, was very warm in its defence, a8 was | # 
) 
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my aunt, Mellifont, and Amelia, though the 
latter objected te the puns, and play upon 
words ; which Lucius vindicated, as agreeable 
5 to the ridiculous character h&was: ſometimes 
; obliged to aſſume, and as moſt hkely. to ſtrike 
: the attention of thaſs, perſons. he had in view, 
who, are commonly pleaſed with mere ſounds, 
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and but little * arguments that re. 
quire reflection. 
I An {6 uſed to write long letters to you, 


| that Thardly know how to ſend you a ſhort 


one. It is a week fince I began this; it is therc- 
pre time to conclude, and to affure wo, Ga 
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HEN 1 concluded my 14 1 had fe 
veral things to ada” which 1 think 


- of notice and, Werechee, without any 


. wurther preface, 1 Mal continue the ſubject. 


8 


. Tan perfon, Whom I have hitherto diſtin- 


ed, by the name of thy coulin's fellow tra- 


3 veer, an{'whoſe real name is Smith, now ex- 


— preſſed an"Exgabrdinaty eſteem for Lucius, 
WHich did not ſeem to fall very Wort of the 
"moſt" cordial friendſhip His confidence and 


4 france, which was before the ſource of 's great 
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Madam, the Seon melted down by a Kind 
of deference and ſhame, ariſing from a ſenſe 
of folly, and a conſciouſneſs of ſuperior worth, 
into a modeſt manly diffidence, which ſerv'd' 
w ekecke the firſt impulſes to an idle galty; and 
cured him, at leaſt in our company, of that 
forward talkative temper, which had before 
rendered his converſation very diſguſtful. 
His ingenuity in confeſſing W. crime, pre- 
poſſeſſed us in his favour, and we ſoon found 
him a ſenſible companion, in ſpite of that 
thoughtfulneſs that now threw a cloud over his 
natural vivacity=a thoughtfulneſs that ſeem'd 
to derive its ſource from a ſenſe of inward guilt, 
and the ſecret reproaches of his own mind. My 
aunt made him a very handſome compliment on 
that open frankneſs of heart, which had made” 
him dare to confeſs that he had been in COS ; 
but ſhe: could not do this without a ſigh, and and 
giving an affectionate look at her ſon. Lu- 
eius let us know, that ſhe had ſpoke his ſenti- 
ments, and he was now regarded as a perſon 
worthy of being admitted, 2 nearer, and 
mote intimate acquaintance. *? Smith, 
though very much taken up. with his own 
thoughts, ſeemed extremely a affiguous to pleaſe ; 
and to render himſelf agleable ere | 


in the Ktompany; but more eſpeci 
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Lucius. Hcobſerved the reſpect, the friend- 
ſhip, the ſweet complacency, that ſubſiſted 
between Mellifont, Mr. Stevens, and us; he 
- inſtantly regarded theſe two gentlemen as his 
friends, and addreſſed them in a manner, very 
different to his former behaviour. He obſer- 
ved the regard we expreſſed for the worthy cler- 
gyman, he now, therefore, treated him with 
reſpect. My couſin. ſeemed to have loſt his 
friend, and having nobody to ſtrike out his 
feeble ſpark of fire, and to give him an oppor- 
tunity to diſplay his talents, ſat ſilent, with a 
moſt forlorn and diſconſolate countenance, 
his eyes fixed on Mr. Smith, and a viſible un- 
eaſineſs, at ſeeing him engroſs ſo much of the 
converſation, and in ſuch a manner too, as 
rendered it impoſſible for him to have any 
mare in it. He was, therefore, out of his 
element: he was jealous of the ſuperior re- 
ſpect ſhewn to his friend: he was confound- 
ed, diſappointed i in all his high raiſed hopes 
of future pleaſure, and yet knew not how to 
complain. In ſhort, he appeared like the fi- 
gure of moping melancholy, ſeated on a tomb, 
What a ſurpriſing metamorphoſis 

Tx reſt of the day was ſpent with great 
ſatisfaction; for though the ſubjects of diſ- 


courſe were extremely grave, yet our minds 
3 ; 'y par- 
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partook of that ſober, ſolemn, kind of enter- 
tainment, which, while we enjoy it, is attended 
with more delight,thanthe frolic laugh ofmirth, 
and which has the power of accompanying, 
with a ſerene ſatisfaction, the moſt diſtant re- 
flections : and indeed, ſo exquiſitely ſweet 
were theſe calmly- pleaſing, and ſelf-approving 


ſenſations, and ſo intent were they all on the' 
ſubjects of converſation, that they did not 
depart till late in the evening, and, even then, 


it was with a viſible reluctance. 
THey had all prepared to go, when Mr. 
Smith, taking Lucius and me aſide, ſaid, with 


an affectionate tone of voice, I hope you will 
both forgive my -impertinent behaviour at 
my firſt viſit; and I am the more ſollicitous 


about this, as I have the ambition of being 


ranked among the number of your friends, 
Can you, Sir, can you, Madam, excuſe my 


folly ? I am thoroughly ſenſible of it, in eve 

ry particular, and am as heartily aſhamed of 
it: I wiſh your couſin was ſo too: as for me, 
I am going to lament in private, My boaſted 
travels, the ſubject of my former vanity, have 
been the ſource of a thouſand extravagancies ; 
inſtead of improving, they have only ſerved to 
debauch my mind: but theſe are no ſooner 


finiſned, than I meet with a perſon, who ſets 
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them before me, in the trueſt light. The con- 

traſt between you and me, has beep too gla- m 
ring not to be obſerved-—what a. wretch do I 1 

I think. myſelf — but I muſt no ſooner know, 
than leave you leave you with reluctance, 
and it is very probable, that I ſhall never ſee 
you again. Lucius geplyed, by giving him 
the moſt frank and engaging aſſurances of his 1 
friendſhip, and, two days after, he ſet forward 
on his journey, But it is time to return to 
ourſelves. 

.PRUDILLA, Madam, has now breathed her 
10 but, notwithſtanding her former terror 
and agitation of mind, her laſt minutes were 

perfectly compoſed ;- and as nature was quite 

| » ſpent; ſhe left the world without thoſe ſtrug - 

5 * gles, and convulſive agonies, which render 

that aweful moment ſo terrible, with perſons 
of ſtronger ſpirits. 

W haye been ſeveral times to my father's 
to ſee the child, and both my mother, and 
my ſiſter Marilla, ſeem perfectly fond of it. 

II is really an engaging little creature, and I 
- think it impoſſible for me to help loving it. 

My duty, in this caſe, is extremely eaſy, ſince 

it is attended with all the pleaſure of follow- 

| ing my own inclinations, joined to the addi- 
& onal ſatisfaction it gives to Lucius. | 
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An affair bas juſt happened, which gives 
me great gneaſineſs, the particulars of which 
I ſhall acquaint:ydu with, in my next. Iam 

- your ever affectionate 
FETLICIA MANLY» 


* 


LETTER XII. 


Da Ax Mavan, 
AM now to relate to you the cauſe of 
that uneaſineſs, I mentioned. in my laſt ; 
for as you have hitherto been the confident of 


all my little affairs, I have contracted ſuch a 
habit of laying my thoughts before you, that 


I really believe I ſhould find no ſmall difficulty 
in concealing from you any circumſtance in 
which I have an immediate concern. How 
great is the force of cuſtom I no ſooner does 
any thing the leaſt extraordinary happen, but 


T conſider it as contributing to your amuſe 
ment; and frequently fit down to acquaint 


you with my affairs, even before I have ſuf- 
ficiently reflected, whether they are of impor- 


tance enough to deſerve your notice: ſo that 
whether you are diverted with my ſtory, or 
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diſguſted with my impertinence, depends en- 
tirely upon chance, _ 

SOME time ago, I took a ſervant on the 
recommendation of a poor, though honeſt, 
old woman in the neighbourhood ; but I need- 
- ed not the character ſhe gave me, to prepoſſeſs 

me in her favour. The innocence and artleſs 

- modeſty of her looks, and the eaſy uncon- 
{trained freedom of her behaviour, were the 
firſt things that I took notice of, and which 
really inſpired me with a favourable opinion 
of her virtue and diſcretion : but this opinion 
was ſoon heightened by the ſweetneſs of her 
temper, and a certain languor in her looks. 
I hardly ever found her alone, but I obſerved 
her in tears ; from hence I began to pity, her, 
and, by degrees, this pity aroſe to a kind of 
friendſhip. I, therefore, made her ſervice as 
eaſy to her as poſſible, and, from being, at 
_ firſt, my chamber-maid, raiſed her to be my 
woman. As her conſtitution was very deli- 
cate, this was a ſtation that I thought ſhe had 
- the greateſt reaſon to be ſatisfied with. But, 
though ſhe expreſſed the higheſt ſenſe of gra- 
. titude, yet I could diſcover no alteration in 
her diſpoſition. Being ſtill deſirous to contri- 
bute to her ſatisfaction, I endeavoured, by all 
che ways I could think of, to diſcover the cauſe 
| of 
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of her uneaſineſs ; but ſhe evaded all my en- 
quiries with ſo much politeneſs and good ſenſe, 
that I reſolved, at length, to put a ftop to my 
curioſity, till time ſhould wear off her reſerve, 
or ſome accident, without her content, inform 
me of her affairs. | 

Your ladyſhip is, perhaps, offended at my 
offering to entertain you with the trifling af- 
fairs of 'my ſervants, in which you are ready 
to imagine, there can be nothing of importance 
enough to engage my concern: but have pati- 
ence, — I don't doubt but I ſhall ſoon obtain 

your approbation with regard to this parti- 
cular, | 
I HAD been called away in the middle of 
my laſt letter to you, and was returning to 
my chamber to finiſh it. When recolleCting, 
that I ſhould want to uſe a ſtick of ſealing wax, 
which I had, the day before, giving to my fa- 
vourite Dorothea, who, at her own requeſt, 
was gone to Nottingham, I ſtepped into her 
toom to look for it. But how great was my 
ſurprize ! when I beheld, upon her table, a 
gold ſnuff-box, finely chaſed, What could 
I think ! I called Lucius; he came, and, at 
firſt, ſuggeſted every argument he could think 
of, to remove my ſuſpicions : but comparing 
the -- 220 of ſo valuable a box, with Do- 
K 4 - rothea's 
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rothex's .gircumſtances,. and the manner in 


which ſhe was recommended to me, he was 
induced to confirm the opinion I had con- 
ceived of her diſhoneſty. We both concluded 
that I had careſſed an artful, abandoned, wretch: 
upon which, a number of circumſtances pre- 
ſently roſe in our minds, that ſtrengthened 


this heavy charge. Her box was inſtantly 


* - broke open, when, among other things, we 


found a crucifix ſet with diamonds, and a 
chaplet of pearls, and a maſs book in Lath 
and Engliſh. Lucius was enraged, and inſiſt- 
ed, that ſhe ought to ſuffer the penalty of the 


Hw, and that he could neither excuſe it to 


himſelf,” nor to his country, to ſcreen her 
from juftice : ſince, i in that caſe, he ſhould 
be anſwerable for the next robbery ſhe com- 
mitted. We both bleſſed the diſcovery we 
had made, and did not at all queſtion but ſhe 
| vaited for an opportunity to let i in a gang of 
thieves, in the night, to rob, and, perhaps, 
murder us in our Deep ; and what confirmed 
this ſuſpicion was, our preſently hearing from 


5 the ſervants, that ſhe had ſeveral times been 
ſeen to. give ſilver to ſome. ſhabby, ill-look- 


ing, fellows, who, under pretence of begging, 
frequently came to the door. Thus prejudice, 
Madam, when once raiſed, is a medium that 

| * 
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changes the colour of objects, and ſhapes them 


to our fancy. Our feats being awaked, ima- 
gination is ſet. to work, to invent new ſcenes 
of ideal horror. We then deal in nothing 
but the gloomy and the diſmal; we ſtart at the 


rovings of our diſtempered minds; new dan- 


gers ariſe at every thought ; we catch at eve- 
ry cauſe of diſcontent, and, anxious to ſwell 
the inward perturbation, ſearch only for freſh 
grounds of uneafineſs. No wonder that the 
object, that raiſes theſe horrid ſenſations, 
grows every moment more deformed. While 
we view only the ſhades of the direful cha- 


racter, we conclude the whole to be dark and 


odious ; virtue becomes affectation, beauty a 
maſk, and every perfection hypocriſy, put on 


only to conceal ſome deadly purpoſe. Thus, 
by a kind of contraſt, deformity itſelf be- 


comes more deformed. From hence we pre- 
cipitately concluded, that, as we had r-aſon 


to believe her à thief, ſhe was a murderer 


too, and regarded ourſelves as victims to be 


facrificed. to her avatice. How frightful the 


thought ! Old Mr. Trueman was called to 
give us his opinion, when he adviſed us to ſend 
to the next juſtice for a warrant, to procure a 
conſtable, and to ſearch the poor woman's 
houſe, who had recommended her, 
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: Tae warrant was ſoon procured, when 
Lucius and I, with the good old man, at- 
tended the conſtable, to ſee if we could find 
any thing there, belonging to us. The old 
woman was terrified to the laſt degree. She 
was ſurrounded with many conveniencies, 
which, a ſhort time before, ſhe was known to 
want, and ſeemed raifed, in ſome degree, to a 
comfortable independance. From whence 
could this ariſe; but from her being a neceſ- 
ſary inſtrument in Dorothea's crimes? This 
was the inference we drew from it. Mr. True- 
man, therefore, ſecured her, and let her know 
that ſhe muſt not leave the houſe; but ſhe ap- 


— 


| peared more concerned for her friend, than 


herſelf: ſhe would not hear of her being a 
thief: ſhe ran on in her praiſes. At laſt, a 
tea-cheſt was found, and ſhe read ly acknow- 
ledged it was Dorothea's, and that ſhe had 
the key. Tt was, therefore, broke open, 
when we found in it upwards of fifty guineas, 
ſome broad-pieces, ſeveral very fine rings, a 
gold watch, wrapped up in cotton, to'prevent 
its being damaged: but what ſtruck me moſt, 
was a pair of diamond ear- rings. Theſe 1 


vas perſuaded I knew again: I was convin- 


ced that they were the ſame, which my father 
* me, to keep in remembrance of my de ar 
0 mamma; 
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mamma; and which he had preſented to her 
before their marriage. What could I ſay? 1 
would not have loſt them for ten times theit 
real value. Had I not reaſon to be enraged ? 


—To rob me of what ſhe knew I deemed in- 
valuable—of what I priz d on my dear mo- 


| ther's aceount me, who had given her my 


eſteem, and my friendſhip me, who had raiſ- 
ed her from nothing who had careſſed her; 
who had loaded her with obligations, and ad- 
vanced her almoſt to the character of my 


| companion: how ungrateful f and yet this 


robbery was, in all probability, only a pre- 
lude to the miſchief ſhe was to wdr up- 
on us. 
FTEsE, ben were my e and 
thus I vented aloud my reſentment, while the 
poor woman, terrified almoſt to death, cry'd, 
and, with many ſighs and tears, lamented the 
ruin of a girl, who had been ſo kind a bene- 
factreſs q intermixing loud, and violent pro- 
teſtations of her own innocence. | 
AFTER the ſearch was finiſhed, the conſta . 
ble was ordered to keep the woman a priſo- 
ner, in her own houſe, till Dorothea's return, 


| when he Was to take them together before the 


magiſtrate; who had - granted the warrant, 
e while we went home, and I, With a 
a 8 r 
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 ntomful-aching heart, retired,” with Locle 


to talk dvet the affair, and to wait che return 
| of Porothes. Almoſt every ſervant in the 
houſe ſhewed their envy, by putting the moſt 
_ - inyidious conſtruction upon her actions, and 


had L been diſpoſed to liſten to them, I verily 


peſieve they would never have ceaſed their in- 

_ vedtives:. all the miſchief that had been done 
in the houſe. would have been, by ſome one 
dor other, laid at ber door, and ſhe was, in- 


Wot deed, changed with faults, of which I knew 


Hex entirely innocent. 

 Wz had waited about an hour for her re- 
teen, whenny: chambermaid told me that ſhe 
was come home; that they had charged her 
with the fa, and that ber very looks. con- 
demned her, Lucius gave immediate orders 
to have her taken to the poor woman's, and 
that the canſtable ſhould carry them both be- 


fore the juſtice ; adding, that he would: follow 


them immediately. This news. was no ſooner 
carried down, than we heard an. extraordinary 
buſtle, and, upon ringing the bell to know 
What was the matter, a ſervant. came to in- 
form us, that ſhe had the impudence to dit. 
pute their maſter's cop and refuſed to 
 go-till ſhe-had ſeen me. I then gave orders 

Ms be LO vp, But I bail 
1 hardly 


TT on Sat wo ao; a. MS ES 


* 


* * 


Pegel To CHARLOTTE: 2290 


18 hardly ſpoke the word, when ſhe burſt open 
n the door, and ran into the room, attended by 
e the cook-maid, and another or two of the 
ſt 
d 


F% 


lower ſervants, who ſtopp'd at the door. She 
came up to me as if for protection, and ſtood 
y trembling, pale, and out of breath: In ſhort, 
= ſhe had loſt her cap; her hair was fn the ut- 
e moſt diſorder, and her cloaths almoſt torn 3 
e from ber back. What an affecting fight ! _— 
- Lucius ſeemed ſhocked, and demanded what " 
* was the reaſon of their treating her in this | 
manner, with a tone of voice that fufficiently 
expreſſed his diſapprobation, "They laid the 
fault on her; who would not let them take 
her away civilly : when Lucius obſerving 
that they had no right to uſe violence with- 
out his leave, and ordering them fternly to 
withdraw, our thoughts were turned upon 
the ſingle object, that, with à look of terror 
ſtood panting before us. Indeed, Madam, 
my heart relented. Struck with a figure {6 
moving, I could ſcarcely refrain from tears 3 
but the next moment, recollecting that ſhe 
was a thief, a' vile hypocrite, who had abu- 
(e007; upd pany; indignation eee 
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faid he, don't attempt to excuſe and palliate 
your crimes ;' but, by an open confeſſion, diſ- 
cover whom you have robbed, what were 
your intentions, and who are your accompli- 
ces. This, I aſſure you, will be the only 
way to obtain mercy: for, upon theſe conſi- 
derations, I now promiſe to make uſe of all 
my influence in your favour.—O Sir! O 
Madam ! ery'd ſhe, interrupting him with an 
aſſured air; for God's ſake hear me. You 
know not who I am If I do not conyince 
you that I am injured—extremely injured, let 
me ſuffer all that the law can mflit, Let 
me tell you, Sir, that I neither aſk, nor defire 
mercy.—The innocent have no need of .mer- 
cy. Take care, - take care of what you ſay, 
reply d Lucius; I would give a great deal to 
find you innocent; but ſuch ſtrong circum- 
ſtances | 1 wiſh, wich all my heart, ſaid I, 
that you could prove your innocence, but I 
am afraid that is impoſſible ; fuch convincing 
proofs l and my ear- rings too ! What ear- 
rings, Madam? returned ſhe, without a bluſh: 
you will not ſurely ſay, that J have ſtole your 
ear-rings.. Yes, ſaid Lucius, they were found 
in a tea-cheſt that belongs to you: and 1 


have hem. here to. produce"Vevre be mar 
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ate » IT was obſervable that the terror, which, at l 
liſ- fit, had all the ſymptoms of guilt, wore off 
ere every moment; and, indeed, fear and affright 
R. impreſs upon the countenance of the moſt 


innocent, marks which may be eaſily miſtak- 
en for indications of the conſcious wickedneſs 
of an abandoned mind. How abſurd then is 
it, for people to pretend to form a judgment, 
from ſuch equivocal appearances ! She. now, 
very calmly, deſired to ſee the ear - rings. Lu- 
cius took.them out of a piece of -paper, and 


gave them into her hand, when, inſtead of 5 
the confuſion, which, I expected to find in I 
e her countenance, ſhe replied, So, I find Iam 
— condemned for ſtealing what is my own. 
2 Yours | faid I, amaz'd; you will not ſurely 
0 ſay, that thoſe ear- rings are yours | How 
. could you eome by them? Beſides, I dare ſay 


they are mine. Why, girl, I could ſwear it. 
Hold, hold, Madam, ſaid ſhe, are yours loſt 
then? Are they not in your dreſſing-box ? I 
have not ſo much as looked, I replied ; how- 
ever to convince you, I will look now, tho? 
J am perſuaded it will be to no purpoſe, I 

| know them too well to be miſtaken. Here 
1 went for my dreſſing- box, and bringing it, 
with much difficulty, under my arm, opened 
it before. her, when, to my entire Confuſion, * 
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the firſt thing T caſt my eyes on, was the very 
ear-rings I had laid to her charge. I bluſh'd, 


and was fo truck with the ſight, thatT had not 
the power to ſpeak a word. Lucius, therefore, 


reſumed, Well, Dorothea, ſaid he, your in- 


nocence, in this particular, is ſufficiently re- 
commended : how glad ſhould we be, if it 
was poſſible for you to clear yourſelf of the reſt: 
but how you could come by them, I cannot 
imagine : I am afraid not honeſtly. I ſhould 
rejoice to find that we have injured you, and 
would, in that cafe, make you all poſſible 
ſatisfaction. But firſt put yourſelf in a little 
order,—your cap, Dorothea—your cap 
but, admitting you innocent, which, I muſt 
tell you, I much doubt of, a glaſs of wine 
may be neceſſary to raiſe your ſpirits. She 
now looked in the glaſs, and, bluſhing, began 
in a hurry, to ſtroak and tie up her long di- 
ſhevell'd locks, with all the eager concern of 
a mind that had no other object in view, but 
2 regard for decency: telling me, at the ſame 
time, that the conſciouſneſs that ſhe could 


| clear herſelf, whenever ſhe pleaſed, was a bet- 


ter ſupport to her ſpirits, than all the wine in 
che world. Her cap, which, being faſtened 

to her hair, hung low down her back, was 
preſently put on, and by the confuſion in her 
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looks, and the readineſs with which ſhe dreſ- 
ſed ber head, pinned up the rents in her gown, 


and reduced. herſelf into a more becoming fi- 
gure, let us ſee that nothing but ſuch an ex- 


traordinary perturbation, of mind, as that ſhe 


was in, when ſhe ran into the room, could 
have made her ſo long inattentive to the de- 


corums of her ſex. When he beſt Snithed 
this taſk, ſhe began: ' 
D 


character from that, in which you have hi- 


therto known me. I am obliged to throw off 
the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and to reveal à ſe- 
cret, which I would gladly bave kept within 
my own. breaſt, at leaſt, for ſome time longer. 
Your ſuſpicions, I perceive, ariſe- from your 
finding a few things of value, in the poſſeſſion 


houſe, under the appearance of indigence, and 
low birth. In order-then to be reſtored to 
your favour, I have nothing more to do, but 
to convince you that I am born of a very ho- 
nourable family, and that I may reaſonably 
expect a fortune, ſufficient to entitle me to 


wear theſe objects of your ſuſpicion. My fa- 


ther, who is now living, is a baronet, and en- 
joys a very plentiful eſtate in Lincolnſhire ; 
he was married to a: lady of the Romiſh re» 
bb ligion ; 
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ligion; and a mutual agreement was made 
to prevent any future uneaſineſs, with regard 
to the education of their children. According 
to this agreement, my brother was educated a 
proteſtant, while I was brought up by my 
mother in her own principles; but ſhe dying 
about three years ago, J ſoon, too ſoon, felt 
the effects of her loſs. She was ſcarcely bu- 
ried, when my religious liberties were invaded: 
my father confeſſor was forbid to come near 
me; I was continually importuned with the 
ſollicitations of miniſters, whom my religion 
made it criminal for me to hear; my diſre- 
gard of their inſtructions was reſented as the 
«higheſt act of diſobedience. And thus, by 
performing what I thought my duty, I incurred 
a father's diſpleaſure. If I ſtopped” my ears 
td the arguments that were offered me, it 
was ſaid that I reſolved to be deaf to the voice 
of truth. They gave me a bible—TI durſt not 
read it; they would read it to me, but it was 
unlawful for me to hear them, and, therefore, 
I would not ſuffer them to do it; this was con- 
ſtrued into obſtinacy. I durſt not be ſo vain 
as to conſult my own ſhallow reaſon, when 
1 did not know but it might contradict the 
infallible doctrines of our holy church. I was 
now treated with extreme ſeverity ; but, at 


laſt, 


- 


FELICIA To CHARLOTTE. 235 


laſt, wearied out by my father's, and my 


brother's importunities, I reſolved to appear 


more tractable, and even went fo far, as ſome- 
times to ſuffer myſelf to be conducted to the 


pariſh church, and to pretend, at leaſt, that 
I was almoſt convinced : but this piece of 


. hypocriſy was ſoon puniſhed ; it reached my 


d. rector's ears; when, prompted by a zeal for 
my ſalvation, he, in my father's abſence, got 
admiſſion into the houſe, and gave me a 
very ſevere lecture, on the infincerity of my 
conduct ; exhorted me to be ſtedfaſt, and con- 
firmed me by abundance of pious arguments: 
but before he had done, my father, who had 


been ſent for by ſomebody that ſaw him in 
the houſe, and who had overheard great part 


of his diſcourſe, entered the room in a vio- 


lent paſſion, threatened.to ſend the good man 
to jail, and actually kicked him down ſtairs. 


I was now treated with more ſeverity than 


ever, was locked up in my room, and never 
permitted to ſee any company, but ſuch as 
were moſt diſagreeable. A gentleman was 
introduced to me, and I was forced to re- 
ceive his addreſſes; he was a zealous church- 


man, and ſo affiduous to pleaſe my father, 


that, in his preſence,” he ſeldom ſpoke of any 
thing but religion; and thus paying his court 


to 
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to him; inſtead of me, made him not more 
his friend, than te made me his enemy. A 
day was appointed, for my being married to 

the man in the world I had the greateſt aver- 
ſion to: what could I do? my prayers and 

intreaties were all to no purpoſe, I was 
drove to the laſt extremity, and had no other 
reſource, but flight, I, therefore, one moon- 
light night, when all were in bed, diſ- 
guiſed myſelf, and taking ſome of my mo- 

- ther's, and my own jewels, with the little 
money 1 had, putting it all, except five gui- 

neas, in a tea-cheſt, made my eſcape out of 

the houſe, by dropping out of the window, 
which was only one ſtory high, and fled to 
the prieſt : but he not daring to conceal me, 
procured me a horſe, and the fame night I ſet 
out, hardly knowing where I went, and, the 
next day, reached this place before noon ; 
whien being very weary, I found a poor wo- 
man, to whom I told as much of my ſtory as 

I thought neceſſary to raiſe her compaſſion ; to 
her I gave the horſe, which I had before paid 
l and, by her recommendation, I had the 
favour of being admitted into your houſe as 
a ſervant. 

. Ovx ſurpriſe, Madam, exceeded all de- 
beription ; we let her go on without inter- 
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ruption, merely for want of words proper to 


form our excuſes, For my part, a number of 
circumſtances, as ſhe proceeded, aroſe in my 
mind, that confirmed every word ſhe ſpoke, 
with the force of the moſt convincing. evi- 
dence : the genteel air of her dreſs, her po- 
lite unconſtrained behaviour, on all occafions, 
joined to an extenſive knowledge of the 
works of many of the moſt polite authors. 
J recollected that J had once heard her repeat 
a few liries from Taſſo, and I had fome rea- 
ſon to believe, that ſhe was a perfect miſtreſs, 
both of the French and Italian languages, 
She is a papiſt.— Her excuſes for not joining 
in the family devotion, the frivolous preten- 
ces with which ſhe always avoided reading to 
me any piece of religion It was certainly 
ſo - ſhe muſt be a papit—I thought both Lu- 
cius and myſelf perfect fools for not ſeeing 
thro', and knowing her in this diſguiſe, a diſ- 
guiſe too thin to hide her character from the 
leaſt diſcerning eye. I looked at her perſon :— 
I was ſtruck at the diforder of her dreſs—fright- 
ful diſorder ! could I ſee it without redoubled 
confuſion ? I reflected on the indignities ſhe 
had ſuffered—brutal. indignities ! A lady of | 
fortune andy diſti ion my ſuperior | 


Urage treatment ! how much ſhe was injuY _— 
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red! What a buſtle had we been making, a · 


bout nothing, only to ſhew our ignorance, 
and haſty paſſion! Lucius was juſtly con- 
founded, and hung down his head. She was 
ſtill ſtanding. Pray, Madam, be ſeated, ſaid 
I. She obey'd, and took a chair, and while 
we were meditating an apology for our pre- 
poſterous behaviour, ſhe reſumed. 

I x Now, Madam, that I pay my court to 
a Proteſtant, with a very ill grace, when I 
attempt to do it, by confeſſing myſelf a Ca- 
tholic; but I know, however, that you will 
vindicate me from a crime, which you have 
unjuſtly laid to my charge. I can, in this 
caſe, give ſuch additional teſtimonies of my 
innocence, as to ſtrike maljce itſelf dumb, 
Much more ſhall I convince you, of whoſe 
goodneſs, and humanity, I have received a 
number of ſuch pleaſing inſtances as I never 
ſhall forget. Yet as I am-a Roman, you 
will, probably, join with my father, and, 
while you preach to me of perſecution and 
prejudice, ſufficiently ſhew, like him, that 
you are capable of both. But do not, Sir, 


O do not, Madam, abuſe the confidence I 


dase repoſed i in you. Don't give me up to 


e reſentment of my relat ons. No; 25 
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your affairs no. farther than you are pleaſed: 


to approve.—But what apology ſhall I make? 
How ſhall I excuſe our conduct ?—You have 


been uſed ſo ill, that it is a kind of folly to 
aſk your pardon. Indeed, Jam aſhamed, and 
perfectly ſorry for my behaviour ;' and what 
recompence is in our power to make you, 
freely demand it. I thank you, Sir, returned 
ſhe, ſmiling ; there is really no reaſon at all 


for-theſe apologies, I cannot help ſaying, that 
appearances were againſt me, and while you 


thought me what I ſeemed, you ought to have 
done what you did, —This is very generous, 
Madam, faid I, and the only return we can 
make, is to intereſt ourſelves in your happi- 
neſs, I thank you both, ſaid ſhe : but will 
you not then take part with my father ? Do 
you promiſe to leave me, whilſt I ſtay with 
you, to the free enjoyment of the only true 


religion? Yes, Madam, Lucius reply'd, I pro- 


miſe it to you very ſincerely. I am an enemy 
to perſecution, and to every attempt to force 
the conſcience, howeyer miſigformed, A true 
proteſtant, from | principle hates allFeligious 
tyranny, He is, by profeſſion theafticpd of 
liberty, and ought, thepefore e ery 
unjuſt ſally, that wou g 0 Yiolate it 
on the meaneſt n allow no in- 
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 quiſition. The man, who is abigot, and yet 
diſclaims infallibility, is a contradiction to 


himſelf: a contradiftion ! as great as any we 
can lay to your charge. We, believe me, 
Madam, deal not in contradiction: ours is 
the religion of common ſenſe: we aſl not a 
blind obedience z nor do we attempt, by ſhut- 
ting the bible, and laying the underſtanding in 
fetters, to eloſe the eyes, and the ears, to the 
voice of God. I, therefore, blame your fa- 
_ and reſolve to make uſe of all my pow- 
to reſtore you to a perfect liberty; to 

| — his affection, and, conſequently, to 
give you à proper ſhare in his fortune; and 
to do this only in concert with you. Mean 
- while, make uſe of this houſe as your own, 
1 ſicerely thank you, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall rea- 
dily embrace your offer. To be reſtored to 
my father's affection, is, indeed, a bleſſing e- 
qual to my higheſt ambition. To be reſtored 
to this, without wounding my conſcience |— 
I ſhould mow nothing more to wiſh for, O 
my heart! ; 5 {pil the tender union 
vajp, vain indeed 
how ltllh Wer him! wich what indignation 
will hedoc _— ag eher, a fupitive, an 

| opinion, deſerving bis 
f I-fee” him ſtand 
before 


Neger oo 


— 
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defore me, and, with a ſtern and fteady-loak,, 
reproach and upbraid me, for the uneaſineſs 
I have given him. Ah! Madam! added the, 


you have often found me in tears: u can 


nom no longer wonder at the cauſe l I fear L 


I will hope the beſt. Here ſhe endeavoured 
to compoſe ber looks, and wiping her eyes, 
which began to ſwim with tears, ſhe reſumed, 


Well, I will indulge. the pleaſing reflection of 
embracing him, who. was ance the tendergſty, 


| moſt kind, and obliging parent. As tob ug 


fortune, that is already ſecure, by the marti 
age ſettlement : as the daughters were to. hs, 
educated in my mother's principles, they were 
to poſſeſs her jointure; and, as I am the-anly- 
daughter, it muſt all devolve ta me, alter my: 
father's deceaſe. How happy will your friend 
ſhip be to me! how richly ſhall I be gepaid 
for the ſhort uneaſineſs you. haye given: mes 
if, by your means, I can live, with peace and: 
pleaſure, in my father's houſe ! ee A 

I xow thought it high time to let her foes, 
that I had the fame ſentiments/as Laieius, 1 
gave her very afeQionate. teſtimonignaf my 
friendſhip, mangled with apologies foritheiſe- 
verity of my treatment” I inſiſted» that Ike? 
ſhould make uſe of my eloathe, apy ere 

Vox. II. 1 more 


* 


muſt ſtill be unhappy perhaps not: however, 


3 
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more ſuitably to her birth and fortune. Lu- 


eius took this opportunity to ſend to the con- 
ſtable, and to defire him to leave our old 
neighbour ; at liberty; and, after making him 
a ſmall preſent for his trouble, and the poor 
woman à conſiderable one, as a recompence 
for the uncafineſs we had given her, they both 
ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied, - 

Wx preſently found, that the ſervants, 
who had treated the young lady ſo ill, in a 
character more upon a level with theirs, had 
acted only from pride. They were all greatly 
offended at ber not entering into their little 
cabals ; at her not ſeeming fond of their com- 
pany: they ĩmagined that ſhe thought herſelf 
above them, and, as the was preferred before 
them by me, they ſuſpected that J encoura- 
ged her felf-conceit, and, on this account, 


- the was both envied and hated : they, there- 


fore, rejoiced to ſee her pulled down, and con- 
tiibuted all they could to preſs her ſtill lower, 
But now ſhe was placed in a more exalted 
view, and no proper ſubject for their envy, 
their was a total change in their diſpoſitions : 


her company, whenever it had. been granted 


them, Was an honour, that, in the refleQion, 


2 W and was the kind- 
WY - eſt, 
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tickled their vanity; the had ebnferred a fort 


r 


e VV ax a Ao Ai 


Ds. ws «A wc _ 


Ftircia'to'CHARLOTTE. 243 
eſt, moft obliging lady, and ſo humble, that 
ſhe ſeemed rather to be born a ſervant like 
them, thaii's baronet's daughter. What fine 
things are birth and fortune"! happy accom- 

pliſhments ! that can thus change our actions, 
even in thoſe minute circumſtances, that are 
altogether indifferent But let me 1 the 


| current of my reſlections. 


- Twenty times, I believe, 1 hive: how 
obliged to break off, and as often have I re- 
ſumed my ſubject. I am now very much in- 
diſpoſed, and ſhall,” therefore, take this op- 


portunity to conclude, and tajaſſure your . 


E that I am, and ever ſhall be, 


your faithful friend, 
Fzricta ManLY; 


LETTER XII. 


c now, Madam, give you the * 
ſion of Dorothea's ſtory. One morning, 


about a week after that day of uneaſineſs and 


unjuſt ſuſpicions, which I deſcribed in my 


laſt, the young lady came into my room, juſt 


at the time I was drefling, and inſiſted, with a 
* of gaity, on performing her uſual 
L2 talks 


- 
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talk, which, kpweyer,: I, refuſed: : but ſhe 
ſtaid till the ſervant, wha had taken her of- 
fice, was gone. ; when, ſitting down by me, 
that I avoided coming before Mr. Smith, the 
goatleman. who was your cqulin's companion 
in his, travels ? I really knew him, at, firſt 

fight. My father has à ſeat in Vorkſhire, 

not fur diltant from bis father e. As the two 
| old gentlemen. are intimate friends, my bro- 
wer, and young Mr., Smith, wtenever we 
choſe ta in that part of the country, 
were conſtant panions. His father fre- 
quently brought him to our houſe, ſo that, 
though bis perſon is conſiderably altered, it 


Vas impoſſible for m# not to know him, All 


my fear was leſt he ſhould diſcover me, un- 
der the diſguiſe I had aſſumed. When he 
Was here, I wiſhed him a hundred times out 
of the houſe, and, while ou were in the 
room with him, I was, more than once, put 
ta n terrible ſtreight, by your ſending for 

to bring in ſomething you wanted. I dreaded 


80 ſee him, almoſt as much as I ſhould have 


done my father. And, indeed, it appeared to 

me the ſame thing ; for if he diſcovered me, 

he would. certainly haue made no ſecret, ofithe 

n. RT: hi 5 
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He was never here, but T was in the greateſt 
uneaſineſt; and all the While he ftald, 1 felt 
the moſt terrible palpitatiem of heart. 
No reeolle& the circumſtance, Madam; 
ſaid I, I could not help taking notice of the, 
many excuſes you made, to avoid coming 


into the room; and I thought there was ſome 


myſtery in your behaviour; | whieh' I could 
not eompreheiid; But I cannot help obſerr- 
ing, that had I been ſo unforturiate us to have 
thought of this yeſterday; I ſhould” have con- 
ſtrued it greatly to your difadvantage: and 
ſoolichly imagined, that it procetded from a 

conſcious guilt, and; perhaps, a fear of be. 
ing diſcovered:by-a perſon of the very family 
you had robbed of ſuch: valuable effects! How 


blind ure we ho eaſily hurried away by ap! 


pearantes ! and hew careful ought We tobe | 


in forming a judgment of others] I am nw 


glad heartily glad, that I did not, by rec 


leting this cireumſtance, encreaſe” my o-] r 


uneaſineſs, and your il treatment. I ever 


wa f6 ttivtoughly eomvinesd, al 1 it pres 


ſent} that even igetulneſs, allibaght Sur b. 
ther inperfectiorte, Has its advantages: Ma 
Llearn from this, tö be ever" chijrious pf Cen 


ſute, and afräld bf judging the 4 8 tts f an- 


r- But pay, Madanir, pröckeclt. 
KW E 3 | Warn 
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Warn Mr. Smith firſt came in with your 
3 continued ſhe, I was ſo happy as dot 
| to be obſerved ; therefore, the moment I ſaw 
Sim, and heard his voice, I hurried out of the 
zoom, and afterwards took all imaginable pre- 


caution to avoid his ſeeing me. The laſt. 


time he was here, I heard him in the hall. 
He was taking his leave, you were with him, 
and called me I trembled, but, ſoon recover- 


ing myſelf, flipped out of the back - door un- 


noticed: when having taken a turn or two in 
the garden, I reſolved to go into the wood, 
+ imagining that I might there, without danger 


of diſcovery, watch the moment of his depar- 


ture: but the trees prevented me. I then at- 
tempted to croſs the avenue, at ſome diſtance 
from the houſe ; and ſetting off very ſwiftly, 
ran againſt him with all my force. | I-ſtagger- 
ed backwards, and recovered myſelf, juſt as 
© he turned about, and looked full in my face. 
I was ftruck with confuſion Miſs Dorethea ! 
| hecry'd ; and, in a moment, as if recollect- 
ing himſelf, I heard him add, as I flew before 
him to the other fide, I muſt be deceived ! it 
can never be Dorothea ! I could hear no 
more. I fancied he followed me. 

I heard the Jeaves ruſtle behind me. I did 


got Top GU Tea or of breath, My mind 


3 | Was 
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Was agitated with my fears. The method I 


had taken to. prevent a diſcovery, proved the 
very means of making myſelf known. I ſtood 


ſtill—J likened, All was quiet. I reflected 
on what had paſſed, when changing my pur- 
Poſe, I reſolved to ſtep back, to call him a 


fide from your couſin, and by an ingenuor's 
confeſſion of the whole affair, to prevail upon 


Bim to keep my retreat a ſecret from my fa- 
cher: but in this flutter of ſpirits, ſo long was 
in forming my reſolution, and ſo many 
thoughts occurred both for and againſt my put- 
ing it in practice, that when I returned to the 


place, Mr. Smith and your couſin were al- 
moſt out of ſight, Strange caprice of the 
mind! notwithſtanding the affright and eager 
haſte with which I ran from him; flowly as I 


had moved to find him, and in ſpite of all 


the reluctance I felt in forcing myſelf to take 


tis ſtep, I now looked upon his being gone 


as the greateſt misfortune, I burſt into tears, 


SnE was here interrupted by Lucius, who, 


coming into the room, told me that Mr. 


Smith was already returned, in company with 


an elderly gentleman; to pay us the viſit he 


had promiſed at parting, and deſiring that I 
would make haſte to receive them, retired. 
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Poor Dorothea, who had revived every 
uneaſy thought, by the confidence ſhe had 
been placing in me, while thus unburthening 
her mind, was now, to all appearance, in a 
very unhappy ſituation. Her eyes were moiſt- 
ened with tears, when Lucius appeared, and 
gave a ſhock to her mind, by letting her know 
_that this formidable Mr. Smith was return- 
ed, with a gentleman, whom ſhe immediate 
iy concluded to be ber father, the perſon. ſhe 
dreadeg, anoſt to ſee... Lucius Was no ſooner 
gone, t than 1 bebeld her ſunk back in her 
chair: her eyes were half: cloſed, and her 
.countenance expreſſive of the, moſt lively dil- 
_ trefs. Struck wich ſurpriae I ran to her relief, 

7ahd endeavoured to rouſe her from this ſitua- 
| tion, by aſſuring her, that if ſhe pleaſed, ſhe 
thould not {ce Mr. Smich; but ſhe/interrupt- 
off. me, by crying, O my father —my-father 
is in the houſe | I tried every method to com- 
fort her, and, at laſt, after giving her the 
| ſt aſſurances that L would uſe every ar- 
ö ane exaulſe, and juſtify her, ſhe began 30 
| e. erate her unc aſineſs. bens ara Hie 
% © THEN left, Ber, full. of the, thoughts of 
1 vindicating, her, to the utmaſt of my power; 


when, as 1 went through the paſſage, I found 
l ſhe was not r in * — 
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for, beſore I entered the xeom, I heard 

if the had as much regard for her own falva- 

tion as I have for her Here I opened the 

door, and, by my entrance, cut fort this fine , 
expreſſion of his pious-concern for the future 
welfare ef his daughter. They roſe up, and 

after the "uſual compliments, reſumed cheiir 
ſeats, when Mr. SmithÞ giving me much —_.” 
ſame account of his meeting with Dorothea, 
thatthe herſelf had jut before" done, Jet us 
know, that the improbability of its being real- 

ly chat lady, in ſuch à dreſs, and fo ſar from 

been miſtaken; but the circumſtance was ſo 
remarkable, that, when he arrived at his fa- 
ther's, he could no more help mentioning it 

to him, than he could che -pleafure he had re- 

ceived from the converſation of à gentleman, 

that I was very well acquainted, with, and 
whom he was proud ta call bis friend. Luci- 

uns, and I, ſmiled, at this compliment, but as 
neither af us interrupted him, he proceeded 2 
to inform us, that his fither, after aſking him 
abundance of queſtions about her to which 
he could give no ſatisſactory anſwer, at laſt 
told him, that ſhe had left her fathez's houſe, 
I Ls and 
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and had been miffing near ſix months, and 
that he could do no leſs, than communicate 

what he heard to che perſon” moſt concerned to 

know the place of her retirement. A letter 
was accordingly ſent to Dorothea's father, 
who came to learn the particulars from the 
young gentleman himſelf; and he being de- 
ſirous to ſee Mr. Manly again, propoſed to 
conduct him to us. He concluded, with letting 
us know, that he was very glad: ſhe had been 
ſo wiſe, as to chuſe fo honourable a retreat. 

Wu we were at breakfaſt, the ſtranger 
gave us an account. of his qagrriage with Do- 

.rothea's mother, related many family broils, 

that happened on: the ſcore of religion, and 

politics; complained of the diſturbance he 
had met with from priefts'; that they had 


ſpoiled the beſt woman in the world; and rob- 


bed him of his daughter,” by perſuading the 
ſaucy baggage to run away from him. From 
. 'thenee, he digreſſed to popilh tyranny, to maſ⸗ 
ſactes, and: the tortures of inquiſitions: talk- 
ed in favour of charity, with the rage of a bi- 
got; reproached che papiſts for the want of 
it; and with all the intemperate heat, and 
enthuſiaſm of party, ſwore that, if he had 


the power, he would not leave one of the 
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I was both ſurprized and ſhocked, and 
he muſt certainly be a very great enemy to 
perſecution, ſince he could take ſuch a gene · 
rous method of ſhewing his love to mankind, 
To this he was going to reply, when Mr. 
Smith very reſpectfully put him in mind of bis 
daughter, and ſeveral of his late wife's relations. 
Hz immediately took the hint, and ac- 
knowledged, that he had gone too far. Said, 
that he loved his daughter better than ſhe de- 
ſerved: and having given her abundance of 
foul names, and nearly as many tender ones, 
- as his reſentment, or his affection, had the 
predominancy, ſtrenuouſly 4 to ſee the 
7 WS obſtinate vagabond. $9690 
I DoxN't: know, Madam, what idea you 
J will form of the character of this gentleman. 
A man of diſſolute morals; ſtanding up for the 
cauſe of religion and truth. He ſwore and 
; preached in a breath, and uttered. his ſenti- 
- ments with the poſitive aſſurance of à jeſuit. 
His words were dictated by his paſſions, which - 
. hurried him away with too muth violence to 
ſuffer him to be guided by the calmer dictates 
of reaſon. And; indeed, ſo difficult was it 
0 judge of his real character, that it- wag 
. time before I Knew whether. I oughe to 
2 14. L 6 rank. 


4 
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aan him Amongſt men af fenſe, or perfect 


| 1 wutes3-itheugh IL was rather inclined: to place 


nim among the latter. But I was miſtacen : 
- he was really poſſeſſed of many amiable qua- 
ities; joined to a tolerable ſhare of ſenſe, 
. 'Which'lay in a manner dormant till the hat 
:ofihispaſlionbad ſublided, + 
m ſdon as he! was ſilent, 1 let hins know 
mat he ſhould ſpeedily ſee his daughter; but 
that I thought it neceſſary to prepare both 


out cermony, began her hiſtory. from the 


. time-I'farſt knew her, related every cireum- 
. ſtance of het behaviour, that could contribute 
to ſet her character in a fair light; deſcribed 

the ſevere treatment ſhe had met with, and 
had left her. I called her my friend, I re- 
prosched him, for endeavouring to enſtave 
| her. conſcience, and mingled theſe reproaches 
with more bitter ones on myſelf, for my un- 
juſt ſuſpiciomg. When I began to ſpeak, I re- 


Sulved 10 plead her cauſe, Wim all the art I 
vas miſtreſs of: but, carried any by the im- 


portance af the occaſion, I ſoon loſt fight of 


art. I ſpoke: with the fervour of friendſhip, 


ani while I Was deſeribing the ſcene of her 


- 
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| Aeg which our raſh fally had involved 
Her ia, à guſh of voluntary tears, which 
ſeemed to flow from my repentance, and his 
inſenſibility, raiſed the father in him to ſuch 
a degree, as ſeemed to render it Alt for 
bim to contain himſelf. a e 
H could not now 1 
He confeſſed, that he had been more to blame 
than he had ever imagined: he would ſee his 
poor girl immediately. He loved her. better 
than ever he did. And did ſhe, cry'd he, be- 
have ſo prudently ? Did ſhe ſay, ſhe felt ſuch 
tenderneſs for me? — Did ſhe nat rather tell 
vou, I am a paſſionate old fool? Well, ſhe 
is a goed girl: and I am glad I have found 
her. Let me ſee her, Nan me 4 
* | 
, „ We 
the higheſt joy. I inſtantly atoſe, and ran up 
ſtairs, + She was ſitting in a melancholy, 
- theilghtfol poſture, and, as ſoon as L entered 
che room, gave me a look that, at once, ex- 
preſſed her ſcur and impatience 3 but her 
- countenance began to brighten into. chearful- 
ne, even before I had time to ſpeak. he 
ran towards me, to embrace me, whale I had 
"7 time to cry, Victory | my dear Dorothea, 
's 2 vie- 
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victory T have conquered. 1 fee it, Ma- 
dam, faid ſhe, but how? by what means? 


I have now no time to anſwer you, eryd I, 
your father waits for you: he is-fubdued, he 
is ſoftened, he longs to ſee you. Here, I 
took hold of her hand, and led her down, her 
"colour changing at every ſtep. When we 
entered the room, Her father ran to her, claſp- 
ed her in his arms, and laviſhed upon her 
the moſt endearing expreſſions of kindneſs, 
It was purely the joy of a father, who had 
recovered a dearly beloved child, after it Rad 
been, by ſome accident, loſt, without the leaſt 
mixture of reproach, or bitterneſs; Doro- 
- thea was ſilent for ſome time, and only ex- 
preſſed her joy by her tears: but, at laſt, 
preſſing his hand, Do you, do you, dear Sir, 
forgive me? cried ſhe. He gave her the 
warmeſt aſſurances that he did, embraced her 
| dee Annes ee 
Him, 7 

297 Jo laloufite: conceive, Madae, that; 

us, and 1, N 
ing the happineſs, to which we had ſo greatly 
eee For my part, I received many 
and git, . . Lucius ſeemed 
6 ö Nan t. tn more 
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-- -more pleaſed, than if they had. been pet to 
by himſelf... 1 4 , 41-4 4 
s Mr. Smith, I had obſerved, was 1 
e attentive to the praiſes. I had · beſtowed on Do- 
1 rothea; he was greatly affected with her ſtory ; 
r and, for the reſt of the day, ſeemed to bear 
* an uncommon fſhare in the happy reconeilia- 
A 


| tion. He obſerved all her motions; and me- 
To thought there was ſomething in his air, that 


ö. expteſſed as much of the lover as the friend. 
id For her part, ſne viewed him without terror: 
d He was no- longer the formidable man, that 85 
ſt had filled her with ſuch dreadful apprehenſi- 
p ons; and ſo far from having any inclination 
- 0 run away, ſhe corverſed with him, with 
t. all the freedom of an old acquaintance. 
r, I QAu ſtrangely addicted to- the writing of 
ic long letters, which, 1 am afraid, tire you”; 
er and for the future, I believe, J muſt be lefs 
Jy -communicative, in order to be leſs troubleſome. 
: Be pleaſed to preſent my compliments to his 
i- lordſhip, and be aſſured, that, whether my let- 
y- "ters me dung ort ſhorty nn 
* 
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tion in one of my former letters, that 
ventures, has ſo much the air of à compli- 
ment, that, however undeſerved, I think I 
ought to thank you for: it. You may conſi- 
der Dorothea's ſtory in what light you pleaſe ; 
the intereſt you are pleaſed to take in her good 
the particulars, Which are ſtill behind. With- 
2 fuer 167 eke N . 
enen . — 2 
Ae between Dorothea's father, when 
angry, and when pleaſed, as between any two 
perſons upon earth; you would not even take 
him to be the ſame man 3 were it poſſible for 
vou to have been an hour or two in his com- 
pany, aſter his; reconciliation, even you muſt 
have thought my laſt letter a vile ſlander on 
his character, So much do theſe furious paſi- 
ons diltert the mind nam bun | 
„Tus rreſb of the day was ſpent very agren- 
bly, and, at the ſame time, nothing was o- 
144 mitted 


— 


Felice To Cuatmrorre, 257 


mitted, that could contribute to confirm the 
Sapnineſs of the amiable Dorothea. Lucius 
9 introduced the ſubject of religious li- 
which he proved to be the 1 
'of e reaſonable being. "He made 
the moſt convincing arguments, He quoted 
the incomparable Mr. Locke's piece o on this 
ſubject; a work, which he aſſured us, was of | 
"more value than a Peruvian mine. A bien 
price I muſt confeſs. Mr. Smith b joined with 
= iy #2 anſwer ſome objeftions. He then 
= WP CI as arraigning” the inh- 
= ſagacity of the ſovereign creator of al 
taings, who, to make room for heayen-born 
Charity, had wiſely. given ſuch a variety, 2 
taſtes, degrees of capacity and underftandi 
to the mind of man, from whence reſſilt . 
doe of, truth, and the teſt of every "kind 2 
benevolent affection. : Vniformity of ſen 
ment, Madam, is, I find, in his opinion, no 
more deſirable, than the dull uniform pro- 
ſpect of a ſmooth, and wide ſtretched, plain; 
or rather a large tract of barren fand, where 
no interrupting ſhades, none of the bloomingg 


beauties, that ariſe tom the varied tints'bf 
3 Eu, of flowers, Gre. 
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amidſt the greateſt variety of tempers, educa- 
tions, and capacities, like the invigorating 
power of the ſun, preſents the moſt lovely 
© ſcene, and gives life, and ſpirit, and beauty, 
to all around; mutual complacency, and be- 
| "nevolence, breathe an eternal ſpring, and, at 
the **. bear fruit, and yield a friendly 
e. 
Marais I hear him ſtill, and Alt ſee 
Able af humanity darting from his eyes; 
when be added, With this view, do I Took 


upon my native country, the ſeat of liberty, 


and her ſiſter's earthly. throne, In this view 
let us regard the whole world. The honeſt 
Turk ſhall be my friend, the ſober faithful 


Chineſe, that Iays the divine Confucius to his 


heart, and the Indian of either world, bleſt 
with ſimple innocence, and native truth, ſhall 
be my brothers. Wherever I find a man 
who loves: his. God, and loves mankind, I will 
hug him to my breaſt. | 

Hers Lucius pauſed a while, and wen, 


. aſked Dorothea, what ſhe thought of 
this rant. Am I not, Madam, ſaid he, in the 


right; is not this a very deſirable diſpoſition 
_ of mind? She gave her approbation, on which 


| he replied, Then what muſt you think of Po- 
"yer, with her ſmooth uniformity of barren 
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y which, blown with the baleful wind of 
Perſecution, ariſe in curling torrents, and 
ſpread ruin, and deſtruction, over all the wide 
creation, Nor can the ſtorm be. laid, till 
t ſhowers of blood, pouring flom honeſt hearts, 
F beat down the duſt, nenen 

| wild uproar to a calm. 
| Foxi me, Madam, added 3 he- 
| ing her bite her lips, I do but juſt touch on a 
g Jubject, which, if dreſſed in plainer lan- 
guage, would, I am ſure, wound your tender 
heart. Perſecution, whether in Papiſt or Pro- 
teſtant, is a tempeſt raiſed by the breath of 
hell. And, believe me, if there can be a 
Chriſtian without humanity and Wa es wy 
vil may be a Saint, 
Mx. SuzTH, who — not ite 
Ughted with Lucius's flights, and who, doubt- 
leſs, comprehended his motive for introducing 
this ſubject, took care to keep it up for ſome 
ume longer. He entered upon the cauſe of 
liberty as connected with a free enquiry, and 
ſhewedthe neceſſity of making uſe ofreaſon, 
in order to diſcover truth from error. He was 
ſeconded by Dorothea's father, and Lucius clo- 
ſed their obſervations, by giving a ſlight glance 
at the-principal ſyſtems of religion, through» 
due the world, The various pretences to in- 
| what 
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ity were confidered 2nd expoſed wan 
folly of Tuffering che conſcienet to be en- 
Nivea: by the Derviſe, or the Chuiſtian prieſt, 
Seen Hdicul6bs;" and the impoffibi- 
ity of diſcoverihg truth from error, where 
no enquiry was made, as great in tlie zealot 
of Rome and eee as in boys of of dank 
or Siam 2 175 8 
Tres Aukj6as, Pn were enge 


. ſuch delicacy, that it was impoſſible, for 
| ” bet Dorothen;ov6 be offended, -- She ſeemed 


46 liſten with pleaſure: and, when it was 
done; ſuld, with a ſmile, that they had inſpi- 


| redcher wich @ love of truch, and that though 


A was: very: fure ſhe:ſhould be a Catholic as 
long as ſhe lived, yet, for the future, ſhe 
would:;be one upon rational principles, and 
boldly venture to ſtudy the. truth of her. reli- 
Sion, aniſ to read even thoſe pieces, with care, 
Annen Foot e 
Ma. SMrTH received this declaration with 


da great an appearance of pleaſure; as even her 


eould'confirm: this agrenble diſpoſition. 
Vou percei ve. I dare ſay, the tedious dulneſs 


into which I am ſinking. My ſpirits, indeed, 


begin to flag. I . Nr 4 
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conclu left 2 e 
intervene, and demand my pen 

He reſt of our converſation was lle * 
more than chit chat. Dorothea had many + 
queſtions to talks congerting her fende in bse | 

country, ſome of whom were, dead, and fore „ 
were married; and theſe, though they furniſh- | 
ed not the leaſt kind of amuſement to us, as 
their very names were unknown, engaged al- 
| moſt her whole atttention for the little time ſhe 
| had to ſtay. _ i 


Tux next morning, I had the 3 
on of taking leave of Dorgthea, -whole father 
would not be prevailed upon to ſtay any longe 
er. We 4 with many reciprocal | 
Gems of ion. But, to the no ſmalb ſup- 
prize of Lucius, Mr. Smith, wha, at their 
firſt megtings of his on accord, had propoſed 
to:ſtay;withhus; at leut, 5 week, reſolved to 
accompany them, nor gould we, by all the 
arguments in dur power, induge him to 
e, ani, eee tov et ler 
Ia only one word more to add: yeſ+ 
terda it Was a month-Lince- they left us, and 
we have, this minute, feceived.2 letter from 
Mx, Smith, in Which he informs uud, that m, 
ſeverity and reſtwaint could; de e eee, ©" ng 
. 1 
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that he Hopes for the Werne of ſpeedilygpbl- 


bh ſelling the lovely convert. 


aa. 
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' languor of expiring life | The dear helpleſs 
infant too, the ſubjeRt of our future care, and 


12 Ir is with feat difficulty that I have been 


able 7e wie thus far; I am really very ill, 
ep ens LI 


3 your LAbrsnirs's 
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HAVE now, Madam, e 
informing you, that we have another per- 


Sad o'the Naa you, Tom l, wilt be 
glad to find that I am able to tell you ſo, I 


am now a mother, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe,” and 


was happily brought to bed threr weeks ago. 
0 uu friend how delightfully does the 


mind glow with gratitude, thus riſing from 
the ſtruggle of convulfive pangs, from the 


future joy] With what new, what tender ſen- 
fations,” do we view the little gift of nature, 


entruſted to our-proteRion !- — 


eaſe, joy tranſporting joy, and mingled fond- 


overflowed, at once with gratitude, and the 
ſofteſt'maternal affeQtion. 5 


Bron the firſt week was over, I began 


to be alarmed, leſt my fondneſs for my dear 
little boy, ſhould make me forget my affec- 
| tion for my girl. I told my fears to Marilla, 

who was conſtantly with me, and deſired that 
I might have her brought to me every day: 
and while I endeavour to divide my heart be- 
tween them both, the pretty creature, by 


twenty winning ways, ſeems to ſtrive to hold | 


faſt my affections. My fears, Madam, 
were groundleſs, I muſt love her: and I am 


eee 


ſpond with my duty. 
1 AFTER this rambling incoberentletter, you 
will dot wookder, if I tell you that, though I 


am as well as can be expected, my head is 
Rill very weak: indeed my eyes fail me; and 


I am forced to conclude. hp 8 S152 iS 
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beam of heavenly comfort ſhot thro* my ſoul ! 


neſs: all delight, extaſy, and love ! My heart 


9 


100 enk To OY 


A a " 1 12 
f * ET Fa. 5 — — " 4 Bhs 
17 rl Ce 110 a i: 


"= = fn SPADE MV. 
Sn. a eee | HP eo: 


8 Pl Mandan, H% 
T was with 6 
laſt letter, Indeed, Liincetely ſympathize in 
1 "affliction... I don't wonder that the ſud- 
den death of a perſon,. fo deat to you as: bis 
lordſhip was, ſhould damp all. your ſpirits, 
and make the moſt ſprightly pen that ever 
Wrote, Jeal in the mlt ſolemn and awful 
truths, _ Sickneſs, pain, and death, have, in- 
deed, a natural tendency to check the ſallies 
of a gay diſpoſition ; to call back the thoughts 
from the pleaſurable amulements, the vain per- 
0 2 of life, and, ſox a, urhile, to confine them 
a e more important, review: of our on con- 
: they are bitter medicjaes,but ſuth as have 
molt. healing virtues r wirtusg adapted to 
— 7 „improve, and jexalt the mind. To 
. yn oye em ne that form we 
bee 49, d long, adien ta the. ſpirit, with 
wham we have daily convealed avith. pleafing 
+ intercourſe is very: hard; the ſenſible heart- 
ſtrings muß eee dreadful rent, the diſ- 
treſs ful ern with anguiſh. But, O 
Madam, W 60. jou fer ever 7 —- The 
nn} is not ſurely for ever —ſoon you will 

me ES 
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ſee him in n more lovely form. Soon the well : 
known_ mind, cloathed with. heavenly radi- 
ance, will congratulate your arrival om the. 
bliſeful ſhore.— Why do you complain that 
< he is now a ſenſeleſs Jump of clay?“ Mit- 
take not the object of your affection, he is all 
life, and active ſpirit. Thoſe ſhining virtues chat, 
while you enumerate them, ſeem to add |to jour. 
grief, and which, you tell me, will ever rene 
your ſorrow, ought to be the pleaſing ſource. 
of joy. Though you lament his loſs, lament, 
not his exaltation, nor derive your tears from 
the very ſubject of his felicity. He 1 is in the 
land of virtue; its native clime. How often 
do you repeat the words poor dear man, and 
dwell on ſounds expreſſive only of pity ! ! Pity, 
Madam, is not for angels. It is you alone 
who is the ſufferer, O could you but be n 
of his happineſs, extaſy and tranſporting 
ture would dry up your tears. Woukd"ybu 
wiſh him back? Would you have him, to 
pleaſe you, leave the ſeats" of bliſs, and ex- 
change the regions of unfading felicity, for 
a world of ſin; tranſient happinefs, i interming- 
led with pain and troubſe? No; this ydu cah- 
not wiſh: * But he was happy tob ſoonꝰ T 
ſoon his pain and ſorrow, and dangerous ſtate 
of trial, were at an end, You would have 
Vor. II. M - + pes. © 
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prolonged his miſery. If this be love, what 5 
is hatred? 
| © ur dear friend | recolle®t your ſelf, and, 
fd with a generous and refined devotion, re- 
poſe your mind on God; endeayour to loſe 
the ſenſe of your own private apparent loſs, in 
the delightful contemplation of his tranſcen- 
dent goodneſs. Repoſe yourſelf on his ſove- 
reign will, whoſe determinations are always 5 
ſaſeſt, wiſeſt, beſt. Let every dewy tear be wi- < 
ped away, by the happineſs of him you love. 
Love him ſtill, but be diſintereſted in your af. 
ſection; imitate and rejoice in his virtues ; and 
while you dwell with Steafare on his felicity, z 
anticipate your own. 

Death's I ens | 

If man would ever paſs to God ; 

A port of calms, a flate of eaſe, 4 

| From the rough rage ali ſeat. 

Nor can the parted body know, $0 

Nr wants the foul theſe forms of woe, R 

A men who org. in priſon dwell, _'\ 
_ With lamps that glitter round the 1 
Aber their ſuf rim years are nm, 
_Spring forth is greet the glitt ring ſun : 


ant * * * . . * 
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0 earth, and in the body , 
| few and evil years they waſte : 4 | 
But when their chains are caff aſide, 
Ser the gay Feen unfolding wide, 
Clap the glad wing, and tow'r away, 
5 "nd mingle with the * of day. 
Pann: LL. 


Wwrrn che nb b 8 and cem. 
miſeration, believe me to be, | 

Aear Madam, % YR 

ee Lapranir's TOTO 

N nn molt affeRionate friend, © 4 
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"Wie aa * | 
OW great is thi ler of de! 

With one daſh of your pen you involve 

me in grief, and oblige me, by an irreſiſtible 
force, to taſte the bitterneſs of your ſorrow : 
with the next you inſpire me with ten thou- 

ſand ſenſations, all of them agreeable, 'al de- 
lightful. ' Nothing in the world, Madam, 
could give Lucius and me greater pleaſure, 
1 than 
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than your propoſal to honour us with your 
company Honour do 1 ſay i. my friendſhip 
is offended at the compliment, and would let 
you known that vanity. has no ſhare in our ſa- 
tisfaction. We heartily embrace your offer, 
and nothing ſhall, be wanting, on our part, to 
make your xeſidence with us perfectly happy. 
Bor have you, indeed, the reſolution to 

leave the delights of the gay circle, the glitter- 

ing ſplendor of conſpicuous greatneſs? Can 
you really have the courage to bid adieu to 
pomp, and. all the parade of oſtentation and 
vanity, the dear delight of a thouſand fine 
ladies, and, in their opinion, the ſummit of 
all human happineſs? Can you forſake the re- 
fidence of polite flattery and compliment, to 
_ dwell with ſimple truth, and ſincere friendſhip? 
and the important hurry of attending on the 
modes and forms of greatneſs, for perfect li- 
berty, and a life gliding on in the chen ſmooth 
Hream, of rural peace ?? 

O! Mapan * how many deli ghtful ideas 
ruſh, upon my mind, upon the Roßes of ſueh 
an addition to our little friendly circle? Your 
enlivening wit, tempered with ſober contem- 
plation, wi will heighten all the other bleflings I 
enjoy. Ever ſince I have received your 3 
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ed my imagination has been filled with the 
moſt pleaſing images, nor can I divert ĩt from 
the flattering ſubject. I have already rambled 
with you, in idea, along my moſt favourite 
walks, and have ſallied out with you to taſte 
the fragrant breath of the morning, —But whi- 
ther does my roving fancy carry me ?—Theg 
pardon, Madam, for thus amuſing you with 
idle viſions ; but friendſhip would have it ſo, 
and I only obeyed its dictates. 
Ws had, yeſterday, a piece of news that 
ſtruck us with an uncommon ſurpriſe: My 
father, Mr. Manly I mean, received a letter 
from Holland, which informed him, that his 
| brother, who had patted, from him in, diſguſt 
about twenty years ago, and who had never 
ſeen him ſince, Was dead, and had left him, in 
money and effects, to che value. of forty 
thouſand pounds. OY * 
| Lvycivs and I happened to be preſent. at 
| the receipt of 'this letter, which immediately 
| opened a very affecting ſcene. It was read by 
ö my father, with a compofure of countenance, 
| which would not even ſuffer us to guels at the 
| contents. He had no foSner run it over, 
than giving Sophronia a moſt affectionate Took, 
_ My dear, faid he, you have been 3 Witnels of 
| 8 and folly, and it is now in 


* 
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my power to let you ſee-that my repentance is 
| fincere, and that no change of fortune can 
make me relapſe into the wild purſuits of vice. 
It is only ſince my diftreſſes that I have known 
what it is to live; fince that. time my hap» 
pineſs has been centered in you, and my fa- 
mily : to make you happy forms the moſt plea- 
ling part of my life, and it will ever do fo. 
This alone deſerves the name of life. O 
my dear, your, virtues have fixed me yours 
for ever. I here find that my brothet is dead. 


I thought be had been long dead. He died a 


bachelor, and has left me all his effects. Had 
this happened ſome years ago, I had been fill, 
What I now bluſh to think that I ever Was. 
Here the tears flood in his eyes... He 'was 
ſtanding,. and my mother was. ſcated before 
| him. His Jooks and exprefiqns, joined to 
her ſurprize, had hitherto kept her motion- 
leſs ; but ſhe was now unable to contain her- 
ſelf any longer ; ſhe ſaddenly . aroſe, and 
— threw her arms about his neck. He embraced 
her. —be preſſed her to his heart, crying, No, 
my Sophronia, my vices ſhall never more diſ- 
turb the quiet of this dear breaſt. / She begged 


him not to. mention the -name of vice : told 


him that his affection was all that was neceſſa 
ry to make her happy; that. that was wealth 
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enough, and of more importance to her, than 
all the riches in the world : and that with 
ſuch a huſband, and ſuch children, ſhe had, 
for a good while paſt, thought herſelf the hap- 
pieſt woman in England, - 

Ar the word children, ſhe caſt an affecti- 
onate look at Lucius, Marilla, and me. At 
leaſt my heart was willing to rank me among 
the number of thoſe, from whoſe tenderneſs 
' ſhe derived ſo much of her ſatisfaction. But 
the moment ſhe obſerved me, ſhe withdrew her 
arms, and ſeeming to ſtruggle with her ten- 
_ serneſs, ſtepped back, and again ſeated herſelf 
8 her chair. z 

My father, at the fame time, turned to Lu- 
cius and Marilla, called them his dear, his 
virtuous children, and Lucius, im particular, 
His benefactor and his friend, and added 
ſomething about gratitude, Which Lucius 
could not ſuffer. Dear Sir, faid- he, forbear 
theſe moving expreſſions of your goodneſs, 
For heaven's fake talk not of gratitude to me. 
What muſt I be, if I could hear, with pati- 
ence, ſuch language from a father—3 tender, 
und affectionate father. Tknow you love me; 
then why do you make uſe of words that. 
'thock my love to you, and which bath hed 
25 and duty. forbid my bearing? P 
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My father. made no reply, but ſaluted Ma- 
rilla and me; and, after giving me ſome parti- 
cular expreſſions of affection, we all took our 
ſeats, when giving the letter to Lucius, he de- 
ſired him to read it, which he had no ſooner 
done, than * ne turned upon the 
particulars. 
4 9 E * 
this family, would be apt to conceive, that ſuch 
a ſudden and unexpected change in their ſi- 
tuation, muſt. have occaſioned the moſt extra- 
Vagant tranſports of joy; and, if he had only 
a ſuperficial knowledge of human nature, 
that my father's behaviour was extremely un- 
vatural.  ,.Mazilla's eyes, indeed, ſparkled 
with a peculiar pleaſure: and I conli got help 
expreſſing a lively ſatisfaction, from conſidering 
Lucius would now gain from his father 
an equivalent to what he had acquired from 
mine; and thus, being placed more upon a 
level, as to cireumſtances, approve my father's 
conduct, to the moſt avaricious of his friends. 
| The day was ſpent with rather more gravity 
1 chan uſual. But the want of mirth was ſup- 
plied by the ſweet complacency of friendly 
bearts, exulting with, exquiſite joy in the hap- 
Pineſs of each other; while the compoſure and 
equanimity of mind, which appeared in vos 
| „ Ka G- -; "2p , . mo 
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moſt concerned, ſtill heightened che me 
had conceived of their characters. 15 
I over, Madam, te have told "hol wp 
the occaſion of our vilit at my fathet's, was to 
fee our daughter; the dear ſweet creature is 


us, that her diſorder will end in the ſmall-pox. 
Lr me ſpeedily know, how long it will 
eee 
nie n how much Tam | 20 e; 
a . * | ATI Mam Tr. 
Aa Y — —— 


TIE TY ee 


8 
* bers Mapa,” F 4 


O W ate the Wen b of life interming 
"led with bitterneſs 1 My poor dear ig 
has, now left the world, and gone to the regi- 


ons of ſpotleſs innocence and peace. I by 
almoſt ſaid, that innocence itſelf is dead, 
fed to its native ſkies —my little ſon occurs 
to my thoughts, and I retrat the expreſſion, 
at opening mind, Which every day received. 
W, How feels che full blaze of truth, 
hd, perhaps, would look, With . 
on the boaſted knowledge of mortals, x 
pretty laugh, the a” Ys of her halt- form 
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Oh, why did 1 let her take ſfuctuthuld of 
my heart! How vain were my fears, leſt I 
mould not love her as I ought! But yet, me- 
thinks, had I loved her leſs —I+ cannot think 
of that neither I would not love her leſs. 
But ſnie is happy, pretty lovely cherub f ſhe 


and pain, and ſorro-w ii 


ſome diſeaſe ! My affection, and the ſenſe of 
my duty, compelled me to fee her I ſaw: her 


every day But, O Madam! how was the 
ſenſe of her loſs ſwallowed up, by any ſollici- 


tude for. my ſan; who was ſeined with, the 


ame diſtemper. about twenty- four hours before. 


ſſme died. O my heart | what did L feel! I bla- 


Dfectian had been a crime, reptoached myſelf 


for what deſerved no reproach. - With a no- 
ble fortitude, - Lucius endeavoured to chear 


my ſpirits, and to raiſe my hopes. He talked 

_ of reſignation, and of providence; and felt 
himſelf the reſignation he would inſpire. At 
firſt the taſk was hard, but. ſoon the healing 


c 


is happy; for ever free from vice, from care; | 


phyſician hadforetold 3a painful, and aJoath- 
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when his father, and your Felicia, ſhall be 
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within was peace. Every favourable ſymptom 
ſoon appeared, and with them: ſoothing hops. 
In ſhort, he grew paſt ebe ee. 
and my grief was loſt in jo 

Ix my —— conſider toge-— 
| ther the loſs of a child, that I loved almoſt as 
much as if nature had bid me love, and the reco- 
intwined about my heart, my mind enjoys all 
the united force of ſerenity, reſignation, and 
thankfulneſs. I conſider my dear infant, as 
left below for future uſefulneſs, to be the de- 
light of his family; and & bleſſing to mankind; 
ſpared, that he may riſe to high attainments 
in virtue, to perpetuate his name, and the 
benevolence that glows: in his father's breaſt, 


here no more; and, in ſhort, as ſpared to giu 
him room to obtain thoſe. more glorious, more 
exquiſite, more refined delights, in the world 
of, bliſs, to which the negative goodneſs of 
helpleſs e can hardly be WN to be 
entitled. S 
5 Nov ſee, Madaln, lt, alto. 
lelt titles, grandeur, and ſhining poſts of ho- 
/nour,- to.be ſtruggled for by the buſy world. 
May virtue be. the glory of my ſon,.. 1: am 
. e the doing 
„ g Me 3 800. 8 
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O. call not this humility, it is a pride of the 
nobleſtikind; Theſe are the flattering hopes 
that ſwell a mother's breaſt, and may they be 

the preſage of bleſſings, ſtretched out to he far- 

theft imits of time; while a MANL v, with all 

the virtues of my Lucius, fhall in ſucceſſion 


to medlitate on happineſs, and diffuſe its influ- 
ence all around. O how my heart beats with 
the igreut iden My child is this moment 
drought to me: with what elevated tenderneſs 
45 L dock upon him |! I give him the breaſt he 
longs beer N PIES we 
| gene (67. »4 

MA theſe wipes: atom u 7 Rite 

ae dem wes be ever che fountain of truth, 

ever pure in their expreſſions, and ſtrangers to 
the wanton's kiſs : may the joys of innocence, 


and as much peace as mortals ean know, always 


dwell within this little heart: and when this 
heart ſhall melt with ſoftneſs for ſome lovely 
maid, may ſhe return, with purity, thy flame, 
and fender all thy happineſs compleat i. Bleſs 
me! what nonſenſe I am writing, with my 
child in my Jap ! But I attempt, in vain, to 
| * Joſe ficht ef the fubjeR and, I hope, the ean- 


— * 
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— . 
of maternal affection. 1 abe cao: DE”, 


from his moſt early infancy. Aud e his Ibn | 
is much too young to expreſs bis ideas in any 
nance, and by inarticulate ſounds, he exa- 
wis theſe with a particular uttention, in or- 
der to diſeov er the ſtrength of his pereeptions, 
and the progreſs of his idens. This employ- 
ment is extremely ſuitable to his philoſophic 
turn of mind. Though I muſt eonfeſs, chat it 
ſometimes makes me laugh, to ſee the aſſidu- 
ous care with which he endeuvours to trace the 
Impreſſions made on the little features of a 
face, which nature has ſcarcely finiſhed, but 
Which, however, ſufficiently deſcribe wonder, 
pPlenſure, and pain. From this fludy Lucius 
Propoſes to derive the greateſt advantages: he 
will have an early knowledge of a heart, in 
the happineſs of which he is moſt nearly con- 
cerned; and by this diſcover the degrees and 
bent of the paſſions, the ſtrength of the moral 
taſte, and determine, with the greateſt evi- 
1 this portant truth, whether here e 
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any ſeeds of vice implanted; in the heart o. A 


doctrine contended for by many leatned and 


good men, with as much heat and zeal, as if 
Vice was the —__— glory. _ r wore 
human nature. 
So aſſiduous is Wee this ud t 
he has even interfered in my choice of a nur- 


ſery-maid; and prevailed upon me to male this 


office worth the attendance of a perſon of ſoli- 
dity and underſtanding, one of a toleggble 
education, and of à ſober reputable family. 
And this was the more neceſſary, as ſhe is o- 
liged to deviate from the common practice, 
and to regulate her actions by his, or my di- 
rectiens, in the minuteſt particulars. He is 
ſuch a friend to nature, that he vill not ſuffer 
her to be conſtrained; the body muſt not be 
bound up with rollers, nor ſmothered with 
the heat of flannel, be uſed with a miſtaken 
delicacy, and too cloſely preſerved from the 
-inclemengy of the weather. But I muſt not 
| | OA 


4 7, „the 


72 * The reader may find a conciſe and excellent 
- tftory of the doderfinindin paſſions, in 


the Preceptor,: Vol. II. 
. faqmance that the editor fears to commend, le * 


* 3 


* . 


iculars, Only this I ſhall, ſay, | 
EFT conſider | 


ray 1s: A per . 


the confaſed* undiſtinguiſhing capacity of in» 
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me mother's ſuckling her own child, as one 
ef the indiſpenſible obligations of nature a: 
à duty that can never be transferred to ano- 
ther, except in a caſe of the utmoſt neceſſi- 
ty: and, indeed, had I been as averſe to con- 
viction dpen this ed as the e e Indy 
at court, I muſt have either renounced all 
pretenſions to reaſon, or l. ne 

own the force of his arguments. 8 
Bor his Grit Aud in t0-oultivate the de 
1 or, as. e ee e 


2. teach the young idea how ta boot, 


the nobleſt employment that can exerciſe the 
attention of a feaſonable. being! an employ- 
ment that, however, muſt, at preſent, be 
confined withitt a narrow compal$; ſince, for 
ſome time, it can” only conſiſt in preſerving 


fancy ffom receiving bad impreffions : and here 
the care ought," in his opinion, to begin with 
Me itſelf. The tender braim muſt not bes dif- 
turbed; nor the mind; in its firſt exertions, 
be ſtarted by loud of fidden noiſes. This care 
"increaſes in proportion as the mind enlarges; 


and as ir-ftill continues capable of receiving 
Ampreſfans from objects of terror, theſe:muſt 
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much ruſſted at ſinding his daughter afraid of 
impropriety of the expreſſion |. an object that 
had fo frequently occurred, and which muſt 
have been familiar to the child, could never 
excite ſuch fear, had not its mind been taught 
to connect wich it ſome unnatural and terrify- 
ing ideas. This was, in the eſteem of Lucius, 
an affair of great importance: he ſearched in- 
to the cauſe, and ound that one of the ſer- 
vants had frightened the pretty creature, with 
threats of Tom Dark, and other words, which 
to children are of direful ſound. Would you 
believe it, Madam? for this cauſe alone, he 
prevailed on his mother to turn away the. poor 
girl. I confeſs that I was ſo ſtruck with this, 
that I could nat forbear telling him, that 1 
thought he behaved i in a very arbitrary and 
cruel manner: when, in. juſtification: of his 
conduct, he ran to his ſiſter's cloſet, fetched a 
volume of the Speftator,: and read, before all 
the ſervants, a performance on that very ſub- 
ject, that ſtruck me dumb. However, he had 
no objection to my providing for the girl, tilt 
J could get her another place: and, in return 
dor this civility, ſhe. has had the ingratitude, 
and ene n, * 
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cius had this child by me, before our marriage. 
But, in the country, no vice ange 1 
ſuch a keen'teliſh as ſlander. 

Lucius has been ee in his x re- 
pet on the ſeveral ways, by which the 
mind of infancy is induſtriouſiy impreſſed with 
the moſt hateful extremes of all the paſſions *, * 
ſelfiſhneſs, pride, revenge, inſolence, avarice, 
cruelty, and in ſhort all the vices which ſpring 
up in after life; when the mind is ruined, 
without deſign, and the heart in ſport taught - 
to be vicious before the tongue can ſpeak, and 
all the tender ſenſibilities of humanity are ut 
terly perverted. Againſt theſe methods of 
corruption he propofes to be ever on his guard, 
becauſe traces ſo early made are ſeldom per- 
fectly eraſed: and, indeed, this xind of treaty 

ment ouglit more to be avoided, as it is imm 
| Hnitely more fatal in its eonſequences, than 
; all the diſtempers Get een 
_ health. : 

Tas, Madam, though of tit im- 
portance, is only a negative kind of education. 
But, to implant a love of truth, and a thirſt af- 
ter eee to teach the young nen. 

* ing 
dns hints of theſe * if corrup= 
tion in the note to p. 40 and 41, Vol. 1. which 


the reader may eaſily enlarge, from his own ob- 
fervations on he ane &cg 
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ing to exert its powers; to refine, to elevate, 
to enlarge the ideas, and to lead the eager 
_ admiring youth, by the ſweet allurements of 
00 to the higheſt attainments in virtue, 
to rectitade of manners, to rejoice early in his 
nee and to anticipate the divine de- 
lights of heaven, by a diſintereſted love for 
mankind; a love widely extended, and ever 
prompting to acts of beneficence and diffuſive 
tzoodneſs: this is an employment as noble, 

2s the attainment is godlike, and to this does 
Lucius already raiſe his ideas ; this he con» 
_fiders as the previous Rudy, the - earlieft 
exerciſe of childhood. He propoſes to dreſs 
up morality, and the ſublimeſt truths of 
natural religion, in the eaſy language of in- 
fancy, and by degrees to pour 'in more and 
more light as the underſtanding enlarges, and 
the mind grows more and more capacious; and 
by encouraging the reſtleſs curioſity natural to 
children, give inceſſant employment for the 
ratiohal faculties, | He conſiders Engliſh, a5 
the moſt important of alt the languages to an 
Englimman. His child, he ſays, mall ſtudy 
all its beauties, learn to read with" a grace, 
— if 2 men? to write with elegance, to adapt 


"his 
. of this kind is already attempted 
in the Chriſtmas Box, two ſmall * 
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* uſe of children. 
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his language to his ſentiments, and to exprefy 
his thoughts with eaſe and fluency ; to form 
his ſtyle, and to ſettle his judgment, by a care- 
ful attention to the works of themoſt celebra 
[Engliſh authors; be taught to point out th 
beauties, to comment on the noble ſentiment, 
to reliſh, even to rapture, the tender beauties | 
of Spencer, the lighthing of Shakeſpeare, ana 
the ſhining glory of Milton. 

Tun languages he conſiders only as the — 
to further knowledge, and not knowledge it- 
ſelf: theſe, even in the midſt of ſtudy, he 
would' Tender fubſeryient to his grand deſign, ' 
and make the dry taſk of words delightful, by 
A continual acquiſition of agreeable ſenſations, 
and improved ideas. He would pleaſe himſelf 
with hearing, the voice of unprejudiced nature, 
a mind unbiaſſed with the forms of think- 
ing which prevail amongſt. mankind, decide 
in what conſiſts the merit of ſuch and ſuch an 
action; he would hear the tongue of inno- 
cence explain the glory or infamy of an Alex 
ander, a Trajan, or a Domitien; he would 
cheriſh, and fix the juſt ſentiment, would im- 
prove the random thought, and, where the 
judgment failed, would ſet it right. How de- 
lightful myſt this exerCiſe. of the faculties be to 
an e own reſlectiona to a 


1 
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Rant ſeries of new ideas—how manly, how 


rational the entertainment] It muſt inſpire the 


mind with a continual ſpring of ſelf-compla- 
cency, and make the moſt rugged ſteps to 
learning pleaſant. Lucius would endeavour to 
obtain the aſſiſtance of ſome decay d gentle- 
man, adorned, at once, with piety, good na- 


ture, learning, a knowledge of mankind, and 


à free and genteel addreſs. A perſon of this 
character muſt be the tutor of his ſon, and 
fhare with him in the important taſk; he muſt 
live in che family, and in all reſpects be treat- 
ed like 'a gentleman and a friend. Learn- 
ing will thus be made a high entertainment, 
eſpecially as it will be varied, at proper intere 
Vals, by the hiſtory and conſtitution of our 
own country. Under their conduct, the aſ- 
piring yduth muſt improve in knowledge and 
underſtanding, muſt be introduced early into 
is, emboldened, encouraged to ſpeak, and 
to bear a part in the moſt polite converſation, 
at an age when learning generally conſiſts in 
mere ſounds, and pleaſure in vanity and folly: 
and, while a youth, we ſhall have the rational 


Lelight of ſeeing our child a man, 4 friend, 


2 companion. 


1 en and 
8 our ſurpriſe, that, 


can my friend then think it imꝑ 


, . hs re. 
f have found-ſome difficulty to ſuppreis . 
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the great uncertainty of life, I can thus launch 
into futurity; talk of embeliſhing a mind yet 
incapable of fixed ideas, and from an infant of 
two months. old, bythe ſtrength of imagina- 
tion, draw a line parallel to that of time, and 
reckon our duration by that of the ſun and 
moon. But blame me as much. as,y pleaſe, 
ſome of the ſweeteſt” comforts * of l e depend 
on expectation.; and was. it: not far hope, 
phich recreates the mind with diſtant prof | 


* pets of pleaſure, our very,enjoyments would 
be apt to, flatten, and life itſelf grow. dull and 


inſipid. But 1 it is not only a remedy for the var 
pours, and the moſt effeftual cure for. the.refl 
leſs; mind; it is a cordial comfort to the diſp 
treſſed, and jon to che miſerabl e. 
Epucartion, Madam, is a. daily, topic of 
diſcourſe, a ſubject. to us: the moſt i 


«* 


if it appear ſo now, as you will fon he r- 
Her, you will ſoon be convinced of it ĩmposi 
tance. Lucius is now ſo. fond of it, that he 
talks of little elſe ; he. is continually quoting 
to me the beſt authors on the ſubject, aud 
from theſe I have callected niy ideas, which, 
as they are ever preſent to my mind, L ſhould 
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- HasTen, dear 32 by your preſence, 
the * of 

our affecdonte - 


FzLrIcia ManLy. 
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OW tedious bs time, whikn his whg 
are loaded with expectation! M 
aſt I imagined, would have concluded 64 
epiſtolary ' correſpondence, at leaſt for ſome 
years.” T'propoſed to throw aſide my pen, to 
did an eternal adieu to tedious narrations, high 
fights, rapturous nonſenſe, and Jong letters; 
dur the very. morning in which we were pre- 
to let out to meet you, with an alacrity 
by our-Joy; to be diſappointed with a 
= wo defy, what à Yamp did it give to 
_ ny fpirits I could 2 meet With a greater 
difippointment. ' Let me have no more of 
your letters, Madam, I beſeech you. A fen- 
nige alen days Linde it is quite into- 
lerable. 

. We e cee From. 


8 ar ker Mariſt, of x molt ſingular courtſhip, 
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fortune to fall deſperately in love with that en- 
gaging lady, The mighty wound was given 
at our houſe ; but he had not there the power 
to make it known: he waited for a more fa- 
vourable opportunity, which he had the pene- 
tration to foreſee might ſoon arrive: and, 


therefore, recommending himſelf as the beſt 


coachman in the univerſe, he earneſtly begged, 
that ſhe would do him the honour, to ſuffer 
him to drive her home in her chaiſe. She rea- 
dily conſented to the propoſal, and he, pe 


drawing a favourable concluſion from her ea- 


iy compliance, was all life and thankfulneſs. 
Tux accordingly mounted, and had drove 
but a ſmall diſtance from the houſe, when 
his natural ſelf-conceit proving too ſtrong for 
his baſhfulneſs, he could not reſiſt the preſent 
moment, and, accardingly, began with prai-. 


ing himſelf ; a. method of courtſhip, though a 


little uncommon, notaltogether irrational: for 


as a perſon, deſitous to exchange a forry piece 
of goods for a better, ſhould prudentiy con- 


fige all his oratory to one ſide, ſo he imagined, 


that he ought to give her a high opinion of bis 


own merit, and not, by encreaking her vanity, 
by a miſapplied flattery, make the diſpropor- 
tion greater than it really was, In conſequence 
rams , and wich che - 


7 
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ance of the phraſe, though 1 ſpit that ſhould net 
fay it, which he introduced, at proper intervals, 

to ſhew his modeſty, he began a long detail of 
his uſeful travels; and very gallantly e concluded 
with telling her, that though he had conver- 
. fed with; and even had the honour to enjoy 
the good graces of the fineſt ladies in F rance 
and Italy, he was neyer made a captive to the 
little diyinity till now. . N 


MARIL LA, who had been beld £1 good 


while in ſuſpenſe, could not help being ſur- 


prized: at, this declaratign, which, however, 
Nh was ſo cruel, as to turn, into ridicule. The 


ity” of her reply Uiſconcerted him for ſome. 


zoments : Put! recovering himſelf he anſwered | 


very gravely, that hie loved, and would for 


ever love her; And that, as it was not in her 


power to prevent it, the ou ht to think of ſome 
of making him tappy, ſince that would 
Be the ready way to Make herſelf ſo. And t that 
ſhe eould never have a better huſband ; lines 
he would doall in his power to ſerve her. 
His thoughts were ſo taken up with this au- 
fer,” that, quite forgetful of Bis office, he 
drove again a tree, which unluckily grew by 


_ 2 = the road, when the wheel 1. 


| afilla was thrown 3 In, the dirt; w 
| 4 Tas ce a Pig, Hounced- into an 
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adjacent diteh, which happened to be full 
of water. Marilla, who had not receiv- 
ed the leaſt hurt, was preſently on her feet, 
extending her hand to the relief of the 
poor dripping ſquire, which by his touch, was 
as defiled as his own, She found him ſhaking 
his ears, and, with a moſt diſtreſsful counte- 
nance, attempting to clamber up the bank. 
His hat and wig fleated on the ſtream, his face 
was as much beſmeared as his cloaths, and his 
whole figure ſuch as would have excited laugh - 
ter in any other perſon but herſelf ; but to her 
it was only an objeR of pity. 
Tux ſervants, who were riding at ſome diſ- 
' tance, no ſooner beheld his miſerable plight, 
than they made up to his aſſiſtance, and preſently 
ſet him on dry land. Having recovered his hat 
and wig, he began, with great confuſion, to 
make his apology, Which the interrupted, by - 
deſiring him only to mind his own health, to 
take one of the horſes, and to ride with all the 
haſte he could to her father's, which was then 
not above half a mile diſtant, and, ordering her 
ſervants to bring home the chaiſe, promiſed to 
follow him on foot. My couſin readily obey- 
ed, and Marilla, who walks much better than 
moſt ladies about St. James's,” was not. very - 


long after him. She entered the houſe unper- 
| Vor. H. N > ceived, - 
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VIE: | and having waſhed herſelf, and chan- 
ged her cloaths, went down to the parlour, 
where ſhe found her lover fitting, with my 
father, by a good fire: he had been accom- 
modated with a large dram; as a Prefervative 
from the effects of the cold, and * care being 
taken to ſee him cleaned, and with freſh appa- 
rel put in a ore comfortable plight, he v was 
now in a proper ſititation to receive her. 
"Was it poffible for ny poor couſin to be- 
gin his "amour, under more unlucky auſpices 
to be chin fouſed, and, falling from his aſpiring 
hope, to become an object worthy of deriſion, 
rather than pity. What a painful humiliati- 
uon! But, though T lament his fate, he had 
llt comforts,” Which the diffident and tender 
lover could never, on the like occaſion, have 
experienced: a hidden feſerve of vanity now 
Rodd his friend, and enabled him to bear up 

manfully under his difgrace. © 
Maxi TA had no ſooner opened the door 
than my couſin, Who, having recollected, 
| 25 he himſelf has fince confeſſed, the obli- 
ging manner with which the had endeavour- 
ed to help him out of the ditch, the little 
care ſhe took of herſelf, and her great concern 
for him, had not the leaſt doubt but that ſhe 
was perfectly in love with him, flew to 
: ; her 
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er with open ms, gave Web a ride Liſs, 
| 405 ſeiling hold of her Hind, pulled ther to- 
| ward my father, who, as well as Marilta, was 
all amazement. My, coiſif deſired” hjs faig- 
one not to be fo COY.3z adding; "that ax a5, he 3 75 
her, and ſhe loved him, their, parents con ſent 
Was all chat was neceMary to their  marciage; 4 
and then, addreſſing himſelf to my father, Cri- 
. ed, with the ſame. vivacity, Egad, Sit, Joh 
know my fortune, lookee,, and ſo forth, and, 1 ; 
hope you have no objeQion to e 
honour of being wore Pal, „Tne kenour 
of being my grandlon | l cry d 15 my ather, laygh- | 
ing; how is chat? Dei language at a time, 
Sir, I beſeech you. N 1 don't underſtand—— 


He was here. ipterrupted by. Marilla, whos 
| recovering the uſe of her tongue, cry d. out, 


What do you mean, Sir, let et go oy hone 
T can't comprehend what ) you wo be at, I ; 
, love you !—You 1——What ies And 
| now, exerting all her firength, the gained, her 
8 liberty, and, . inſtantly, | flung. out pf Ache 
- room. 517 131 l of nit 


As ſoon as the was gong. my. father. 
him, very jrankly, that, be could not poſlbly 
account for this rude "behaviour, 3 and that, 
when he came to his houſe j in ſuch a de- 
plorable condition, he did not think it 

N 2 Was 
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was with, deſign, to affront his daughter, 
which, Whatever were his motives, he would 
not ſuffer, - |My couſin affured him, with 
.many. oaths, that he was in earneſt, 'and that 
he only intended to aſk his conſent to marry 
"his daughter, for that he had convincing proofs 
that ſhe loved him. My father anſwered, that 
the could never believe it; but that, if it was 
true, he had no objection to his family and for- 
tune; and, therefore, inſiſted upon knowing, 
What reaſon he had to believe that ſhe had an 
Affection fot bim. My couſin replied, with 

confident laugh, that he knew well eno 
How to judge; and that a lady might tell ſhe 
Joved, without making uſe of words; that if 
my father knew all, he would be of his mind 
untl that after what hal paſſed, ſhe ought not 
to have given herſelf ſuch airs ; but it was all 
one, he could be as indifferent as her. Ma- | 
rilla now returned, and interrupted a conver- 
Tation that was growing very warm on m fa- 
ther's fide.” 
As the entered the room her young ſpatk, 
reſolving to humble her, put on a look of in- 
- ſenſibility, and walked by her with a careleſs, 
affected, and ſelf-ſatisfied air; but ſeeming: ue 
to obſerve it, ſhe ſeated herſelf cloſe. by her 
n I. 1 n a complaiſant manner 
de- 
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deſited him to fit down. He obey'd with 2 
ſmile, when the old gentleman repeated his 

command to explain, before his daughter, 
what he meant by His infinuations; But he 
did not chooſe to hear him; and leaning his 
elbow on his knee, and ſtaring up in Marilla's- 
face, he aſked her which of thoſe pretty hands- 
it was that he had the misfortune: to daub, 
when ſhe was ſo kind as to ſtrive to help hin 
out of the ditch. - He then propoſed that ſhe' 
ſhould hold'it out to him, that he might kiſs 
it; called her a dear ſweet fond fool, ſwore the- 
could not help it ; ſhe was frighted for him, 
and off her guard, or elſe it would have been 
imprudent to yield- ſo- ſoon-; that ſome men 
would like her the worſe for it, but that he 
| thought it a certain ſign that ſhe would make a 
good wife, ſince, though he was in fault, ſhe- 
took more care of him than herſelf. $94) 
- M ax1L 1a, gueſſing che grounds of his beha - 
viour, heard this arrogant ſpeechʒ without once 
attempting to interrupt him: but he had no 
ſooner concluded, than giving him a contemp- 
tuous look, I am ſorry, Sir, faid ſhe; that you: 
ſhould put ſuch a falſe conftrution upon my 
your health in danger; I followed tlie firſt de 
tates of pity, and, inſtead of 'diverting wle 
* We. - with 
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LVour vices, are an unſumountable obſtacle. 
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with yqur misfortunes, endeavoured, all I was. 


able tp. remove them, and hurried, you hither, 

where I knew you could be ſupplied with ne- 
ceſſaries, till you, received them from. hame., 
But ſuch is the return that the leaſt act of, 
kindneſs meets with, from narrow and ſelfiſnh 


minds. Vet, I aſſure you, Sir, I am not ſor- 
xy for the little I have done, with an intent to 


ſerve! you! It ſpreade na bliſh on my cheek, 
it. gives no uneaſineſs to my heart, There: is 
not a creature ling, that I would not 


bag and with equal tenderneſs, But how, 


cquld yogr vanity ſuggeſt ſuch à motiye for- 
mx endeavduting, Without, any hurt to my- 


| 5 $0. ſerve, the brother of Amalia, and a: 


near xelation tg my fifter, Felicia ?. What 3, 
= heart o muſt vou haue, While you. 


can form. no idea af ganeroſity, humanity; ox 


compaſſion,” without. the allay of a particular; 
affestien! IJ. wish. yo well, 1 _ canfels, and 
more gy. as the happineſs of a worthy family, 


1 in ſome degree, connected with yours; but, 
at the ſame. time, I muſt. be ſo, plain as ta tell 


vou, that I neither do, nor Ever gan love you-. 


| Yourtravels, Which might have been of ſer- 
Ves to man of ſenſe and virtue, only ſerve to 
Nn van, du thiplay. your ignorance . 
e 1 3 
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_ folly. Forgive me, Sir, I mean not to reſlect on 
any involuntary imperfection; were you as kind 
to yourſelf as nature has been, you would be 
much more tolerable. But your debauchery. 
your boaſted le wdneis, and that impious cuſ- 
tom of ſwearing, the unmannerly vice of a 
bully, muſt for ever exclude you from the af-- 
fection of any woman, who has ſenſe, vittue, 
or true delicacy. Indeed, Sir, if you would 
de happy here, you. muſt endeavour, at leaſt, 
to copy your couſin Manly, and, like him, 


afpite to be happy hereafter. He, I dare ſay, 


enjoys more true delight from the reſlections 
of his own mind, in one day, han you, with - 
| Your boaſted ſwing of pleaſure, in the com- 
paſs of a year. Ay, than in the compaſs of 
an eternity, cried my father, with an. eagerneſs - 
which could ariſe from nothing but a convic- 
tion founded on expetience : T Know it, Sir, 
I feel it every day. 2 
I B8L1eve, Madam, you will think k- 
rilla a reproof much milder than my coulin's- 
inſolence deſerved : ſhe had, indeed, a favour- - 
able opportunity to humble his pride, and, by 
opening his eyes to his own follies, to lay un 
obligation on his whole family :' to: this'point 
then ſhe generouſly directed her views,” In- 
— Fae: 
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ble ſeverity, all-ſhe could ſay would have been 
uſeleſo. His mind is ſo extremely callous, that 
fine raillery, though ever ſo ſharp, would not 
have hurt him. | | 
Tun youth, ſtruck with the eaſe of a 
. conqueſt which he fancied: he had too ſoon: 
obtained, began already to think of my ſiſter 
with indifference. His elbow was ſtill on his 
| knee, and his eyes, with the utmoſt confidence, 
fixed on hers : but ſhe had hardly uttered 
| three or four ſentences, when ſurpriſe, vex- 
ation, and diſappointment, appeared by turns- 
on the ſtiff muſcles of his unmeaning face, 
that was not at all formed to expreſs his ideas; 
and yet theſe were wrought up in ſo: ſtrong a 
manner, as to give deformity to every feature: 
and at laſt, as if blaſted by the indignant look: 
ok virtue he ſighed, hung down his: head, and 
ſat abaſhed and confounded. = 
Tuns bare idea of loſing, for ever; what he, 
juſt before, was ready tg deſpiſe, made him 
almoſt diſtracted. His humility was now ne 
leſs extravagant than his vanity before; it ſunk 
even into meanneſs, and the moſt abject ſub- 
miſſions; he roſe, - walked about the room, 
fat down again, wept, began to ſwear, and 
ſtopped ſhort before the execration was finiſh-- 
- ed; and, at laſt, after the ſolemneſt proteſtati- 
5 0 Meu a ons, 
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ORs, that he never loved her a hundredth part 
ſo well, as he did that moment, told her that 
| he wiſhed from the bottom. of his heart, that: 
the had not a farthing in the worlds or- (to 
uſe his on elegant phraſe) a ſmock to her 
back, that he might let her ſee his ſincerity. 
MARILILA ſays, that it was impoſſible for 
her. to avoid ſmiling, and inſtantly, thanking 
burkt into laughter: a-fine ſperch truly fad 
hez\a M generous loyer } ſo you would have 
her be a beggar, that you might force her to 
de miſerable your own way. We are all great- - © 
ly obliged to you. My couſin endeavoured. to 
vindicate himſelf, and after ſaying and unſay. - 
ing, affrming and retrasting, at laſt, with 
ſhift to declare, that he. only meant to ſay, - 
convince her hom very much he loved her- 
Bur, Madam, I try your patience too 
much, as well as tire myſelf, in thus dwelling 
on circumſtances. that you may think beneath 
Vour notice. I ſhall only ſay, therefore, that 
by the time his. ſervant had returned, with _ 
| linen and other gloaths from my auen he 
began to be more, xccancjled to his fate, and, 
aker having drefied. hamicy. aſteſh, took. his 
28 (L321 90 os vn 8 7% {ils v 1 
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leave, Not albthe rea- 
ſdning — could have made him f-. 
ſenfidls/ uf his ſolly, as this diſappointment has 
dene. Love ſeems to have refined his mind, 
and to hae ven a larger ſcope:to his under- 
ſtatuling . He ſhun his old companion, and, 
for th#'preſini, as leaſty-has don off his fa- 
vourite vicrs! It hi bim the uſe of 
refleGion; undz im ſhort, if this reformation 
continues, we may have the happineſs to fer 
dim have 4 juſt claim to that reſpecrrud com- 
Placency, which is ever due to thecharafter of 
an honeſt man: a tithe the moſt ſignificant, as 
it carries . idea of om go RP 
and excelfence. 

Arx A, Sh EMo ee 
Nerds world be extremely agreeable to me, 
could I be but once convinced of the ſincerity 
of his vefortnation; fince it would not only give 
a cloſer cement to the two fimifies, but might 
kippily confirm” that virtue, which has yet 
katcely taken rot. But why do I mention 
this? it is a thing altogether imprafticable > 
the will not fuffer me to ſpeak of it: his want 
of ſenſe is alone in her eſteem an unfurmount- 
able obſtacle: 'The deficiency; the fays, is oh 
dhe Mong ſide; and ſhe cold never haves 
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fncere eſteem for a huſband; who was acknow- 


' Rdped by all her acquaintance to be greatly her 
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inferior. And;-indeeds 1. r 
think ber in the right. in 

Luc ius and I propoſe ayer ach at Lei 
ceſter. I ſincerely wiſh you a fafe, and agte · 
able journey, and amy as you will, ever find 
me, when our friendſhip de game | 
a nearer intercourſe, 

YOUR " aver” 


faithful friend, 
F8Licia ManLtyY. - 
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D bet 1 tell you. that I, would. not 
write till I could ſend you word how I 
kked my. ſituation? Why then ſhould you 
complain that I have kept my word? I am in 
à new world, and three months is ſurely time 
little enough to form a judgment, where every 
thing ] ſee, and every thing I hear is as great 
a novelty, as if I had been tranſported: to ſome 
unknown region. . Conceive, if you ean, how © 
ſurpriſing it muſt be to me, who never-beheld 
any thing but the ſplendors, or, as L new 


chuſe to call them, the tedious ceremònies “ 
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& court, to meet with artleſs ſimplicity and 
plain dreſſed truth, inftead of polite flattery 
and high ftrained compliment; and, in the 
room of every gaudy folly, to behold pure na- 
ture and white-robed innocence, and felicity 
ariſing from a ſtrict conformity to thelr dic- 

tates.— But, I believe, Madam, a particular 
account of my reception, and manner of life, 
will not be difapreeable. To begin then, 

As I intended to ſurpriſe them, by arriving 
an hour or two ſooner than they expected, I 
was not above five miles [from the end of my 

journey, when I was met by Mr, Manly and 

my friend. We had like to have paſſed by 
each other, but Felicia, happily obſerving the 
coronets on my Chariot, ' called me by my 
name. I gave them a look: their door flew 

open, and both Lucius and the were at mine, 
beſore any of our fellows had time to diſ- 
mount. I was ſurpriſed, I confeſs, at this piece 
of indecorum : O the dear hoyden ! cry'd I 
to myſelf, and the ſervants ſtared as if they 
were "aſhamed of their inſigniſicancy. Ihe 
eyes of both my friends ſparkled with pleaſure, 
their ravidity and eagerneſs ſoothed my friend - 
ſmip, while my heart fluttered and ſaid, To 
ſbollow nature is the height of good breeding. 
One of my ſervants preſently opened the dor 
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of the chariot, when I could do no leſs than 
ſep out to embrace them. But I ſhall take no 
notice of the endearing compliments that paſs- 
ed between us. Felicia's cheeks were moiſter-- 
ed with a tender teſtimony of her joy; I'was 
compelled, by friendſhip, to leave my woman 
to ride alone; and to give them my company 
in their own coach, in which, im à kind of 
triumph, they carned: me” to the end of our 
journex. 

- We ſoon dae at the Houſe, a Hit din 
edifice, ſituated i the midſt of an earthly pa- 
radife, where I found an entertainment rather 
hoſpitable and friendly, than profuſe and mage 
nificent; E was welcomed with the moſt obli- 
ging teſtimonies of joy, andas they'concluded; 
that I muſt be weary with my journey, I was 
early conducted to my apartment, the moſt 
fumptuous of any in the whole building, and 
though there is nothing like grandeur-in the 
furniture, there is a neatneſs and elegance that 
at firſt engaged my attention: every ting is 
like the owner's mind, plain and beautiful, 
Such was the idea Felicia had given of me to 
her few ſelect friends, that, from the firſt mo- 
ment, wherever I appeared F ſeemed to inſpire | 
joy; their hearts were as open as their hou- 


ſes to. rectivo me, and all ef them anal 
| ftrive 
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firive'who molt ſhall contribute. to make my 


reſidence inthas delightful place as agreeable as 


poſſible... But after all, : you-can't imagine, 


Madam, what a ruſtic creature this Felicia is 
grown ;. why, the. is ſuch a walker, I can't 


keep pace with her half the length of a ſmall 


Feld. I laugh at her aQtiyity,. and, mimic her 
country ſfride; while ſhe, with the greateſt 
good bumgury, ridicule my mincing ep, and 


endeavours to put me out of conceit with 


little peculiarities, which ſhe calls affec- 


tation. Mr. Manly has, indeed, every perſec . 


tion that my lovely friend has attributed to him: 


believe mezhe has nothing of the ſwain, but 


ſimplicity, and, an artleſs heart; nothing of 


dom of his. behaviour: and ſuch an eſteem I 
have already- entertained for him, that I had 


kather hear him talk, than liſten to the com- 


pliments of the fineſt beau in chriſtendom. 
Nay more, I Ieue him love him as I ſhould 
wy. guardian angel, were I permitted to ſee 
his perſon, and hear his heavenly admonitions. 
If it ſhould pleaſe the director of all events to 
ſuffer me to be ſaſely daliyeredi of a boy; where 


Mall 1 find a tutot like him? I. would nat, for 


| the world, deny him the happineſs of being 


og „ Should Llwe ts 
«it 2 ks | 


che courxtier, but the unaffected eaſe and free - 
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ſee the image of my dear deceaſed lord; grow- 
ing up; undet his care, what à ſweet. additi, 
on would it give to my reveries ? with what 
_ pleaſing ſympathy ſhould Felicia and.l behold 
the two prattling;/ infants, dad dling before us, 
with hearts. fled to the: brim, with maternal 
love, and ſociab friend{bip; walk flowly after, 
elk ing of refined deligtus, and raiſing. our 
touls on the wings dl heavenly affactian and 
gratitude. The lle chervbüm, dcherd lying 
on Felicia a lap, puts me in mind of the Venus 
and iniant Cupid, I have ſœ oſtan admired in 
my uncle's cloſet, I need nat tell you that he 
is:a Jovely boy. hen I niaho uſe-of this com · 
pariſon ; atonipariontliarworld wrong him, 
if 1 did not add, chat itonly halds:good. while 
he fleeps ; for when awake his bright blue Eyes 
deſtroy the reſemblance. .: 98 74124 Arte waits | 
Tun Sf viſit I paid lee | 
is the ſame engaging creatute that: Felicia has 
always deſcribed her | the hal geo den- 
| Kirking/ great den of Ane fen(s; anda vaſt 
deal of that tender humanity, that- unlimited 
povineſs of heart, which, unciteumſvribed by 
we tied of bloed, or che diſtinctions of vellgi- 


Trexture, In die ihe * 
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on, praſpe ar ale bappiecieol were em 7 


leaſt reſtraint. In an-hour'stime, I wass free 
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| whom ſhe is nearer allied by a kindred of foul 
than ac th all the ties of nature. He conſiders 
man as man, and himſelf as/a citizen of the 
world; and they both regard the whole uni- 
_ ve#ſ however" varied by "ther complexion of 
different regions, however diſtinguiſhed by 
religions, cuſtoms; and manners, as having 2 
reeiprocal claim to benevolence, and the kind - 
eſt ads of humanity. In this viſit to Mr. Man- 
1y's, I was entertained with the ſame affection 
as if I too had been married into the family: 
Marilla received me with open arms, and the 
good lady, ber mamma, expreſſed almoſt as 
much tenderneſs for me, as for Felicia, or her 
own daughter; while my» friend, ſmiling at 
theit careſſes, ſeemed: toſet.a higher valus on 
Þ ne on thoſe; beſtowed. on herſelf, 
a difference is there, Madam, between 
this frank behaviour, .this unreſerved freedom 
of mindl, and all che low acts of diſguiſe, the 
empty formalities, the modes and forms of 

greatheſe l The openneſs of their countenan- 
ces made it impoſſible for me to be under the 


and intimate with. eyery ane of them as Feli- 
L hetfelf; 1 10)d dam I knew all their af 


moet 
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couſin. She reddened a little; but immedi- 
ately replied, that was it poſſible for her to be 
in love with a vicious man, let his perſon and 
behaviour be ever ſo engaging, ſhe would ne- 
ver admit his addrefles ; ſince this would be to 
hazard both preſent and eternal happineſs ; 
that, in this caſe, is would be her duty to do 
violence to her heart, and, by a glorious effort, 
endeavour to conquer herſelf : how then could 
me ever think of being ſo nearly united to 4 
man, whom, though” ſhe would not deſpiſe, | 
che could never Jove I oY 
Bor, ſaid Mr. Manly, with a. ſmile, my 
daughter has another motive to refuſe him, 
which, © notwichſtanding the extraordinary 
frankneſs of her temper, ſhe has Rad the art 
to conceal. A young clergyman, nearly e- 
lated to Mr. Stevens, is lately returned into 
this part of the country, where he has obtain 
ed a ſmall living: but, though his circumſtan 
ces are but very indifferent, he has every 
other qualification that can recommend him to 
my daughter. He was laſt week accidentally. 
in her company ; and I am informed that ſhe 
has made a conqueſt, which ſhe cannot but. 
approve ; I had this information from Felicia * 
couſin, who _ a foo merit of the diſ- 


is covery, 


N 
RLOTTE * 
 - coyery, and ſays, that though the cle 
 Gelpairs of ever obtaining her, and has decla- 
red, that he ſhall never have the preſumption 
to attempt it, yet, in his opinion, I ought to 
'watch her cloſe, left ſhe ſhould be prevailed 
upan to throw herſelf away. FINS | 
„Devine, this peech, Marila had a con- 
ficaine "and aukwardgels in ber ai, which 
| thewed her at a loſs how to behave : but.ſhe 
was ſoon relieved by Felicia, who, after ex- 
preſng, lowe indignation. againſt her couſin, 
os! if de gentleman was not, educated at 
ambridge. . Mr, Manly anſwered, that he 
heard 4. Go which ſhe told him, that ſhe 
had once the honour of his company with Mr. 
| Stevens, Lucius, her aunt, and Amelia, in a 
| Vilit they paid at my + Lord Men, 
_ that. ſhe was greatly pleaſed with his conyer-. 
ſation, and believed higi ee be a gen 
e 
that Maria did not hear chis encomium 
with ig efthce,” though” ſhe” had” the pre- 
ſence” of "mil inftatirly to "change the ſub- 
ject ” os aa” Yes 


ITN 8 B90 Fit * 


_” MaAs11iiAa,. who had, yet, as the told us 
| afterwards, no more thin a high opinion of 
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the merit of. this reyerend gentleman, an eſ- 
teem, which. rather encreaſed than diſturbed: 
the, tranquility of her mind, had ſonn a nery 
favourable! opportupity to ſee; if ik was worthi- 
ly placed, „ She had no difficulties ta encoun» 
ter with ; her father, and every one of the 
family were devoted to her happineſs. Mr. 
Manly, diſguſted: with the follies of life, te- 

joiced at the preſpect of diſpoſing of his daugh*i 
ter, to a perſon e jntainſig.;worth 2. tie-ouly! 
wanted o know if bis information was: 

wel 3 

t dins nd Nasen e ee 
af the young eſquire, ſbæmtd them the let- 
ter 33, 2. mean attempt te iure tem in 
his eſteem. The mgde@; clergyman, firuck 
with gonfuſion, bluſhed, trembled, and con- 
felley the truth; at the fame time aſſuring 
him, with many proteſtations, that, though id 
was true he loved Matilla, he never had the 
preſumption to aſpirę to the leaſt hope z and 
that, whatever had been the conſequence, he 
had reſolved never to mention it to her. But 
Mr. Manly interrupted him; by f 
know that be was not diſpleaſed, that he had a 
very my * 5 n ad. though. his 
on USigii * TIC 15 daughter 8 
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- daughter's fortune would be now very conſider- 
able, the diſproportion could not be great, ſince 
be did not doubt, if virtue, piety; 6 
ſenſe would do, but that in time he would 
wear the mitre, and that, if he could gain his 
daughter's affection, he would ns a 
to their union. We 
Vo And epes, Madam ahatT ſhould 
here deſcribe his rapture;” or tell the wiſe and 
filly-things- he ſuid; and did: He was, in a 
moment, raiſed from deſpair, almoſt to the 
poſſeſſion of his higheſt wiſhes : if then he did 
not behave at this inſtant like a madman, or a 
fool, I ſhould have no opinion either of his 
love, er his wiſdom. However, he was in“ 
troduced: to Marilla, Who received him with 
the deference due>to bis merit: he Taw her 
every day, and ſhe every day becoming more 
ſenſible of his value, ih dat fe wen Une 
they were mattied )) 3 
Tus young ſiquirez Pe he had no dr 
reaſon to hope could not bear to loſe the poſ- 
Gbility-of obtaining her, much leſs to ſee her 
in the . poſſeſſion of another ; and, therefore, 
28 if his reformation had been only a pretence, 
thiew it aſide, as being now of no ſer vice to 
him. He cutſed her and himſelf, ſtormed 
like a madman, ſwore to abandon himſelf: to 
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every vice, went out, and got fo. drunk, that 
de was obliged to be carried home, and the 
next day was ſeized with a fever, from which 
he recovered with difficulty. The idea of the 
immediate approach of death, filled his mind 
with horrors not to be expreſſed. | Dreadful, 
indeed, were the conflicts of his deſpair, but 
theſe were at laſt removed, by prayer and pe- 
nitential tears: and, indeed, this ſickneſs ſeems 
to have produced a real reformation, He is 
but juſt recovered, and may now live, and yet 
be no diſgrace to his family.z he may have A 
juſt claim to, the complacency of his friends, 
and may ariſe as high as his capacity will ſuffer 
him, to the degree of an honeſt. huſband, per- 
Hape, 2 plodding country "ſquire, and a well 
meaning juſtice of, the quorum, 
My whole attention is to (ORD rg 
an eaſy chearfulneſs and good humour, to 
ſatisfaction of a narrow circle of friends, and . 
to furniſh freſh matter for. their amuſement. 
It is their taſk to improve, mine only to divert. 
' Marilla, who has not yet retired to her new 
habitation, graces our little ſociety more fre- 
quently than before her marriage, and with her 
comes the agreeable youth, who has the honour i 
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, we he height, or their Felicig 3. ; be, as We. 
eius and Felicia, is. conſidered by N and 
Mis. Manly, 2s the pride of their little amiy ; 
As their, bapgineſs and glory. I hardly ever 


ew 2 man of "finer ſepſe, or more generous | 


ſenthnents ; £ ; Tepud not + mag gined, | chat a 
perſon” evuld be ound, 0 fly reſembli 
E s e e le 
Tx is noh, Made, het begin to Tive, H 
know myſelf, atid to khow the human ming 
which, in ehls Place, appears ftri oke eve 
Ailg life. 1 0 Wells 5 oe 
peace we Joy. e ethe gebs bf of the mot 
ſprightly 275 inproying eonverlation; * read, 
1 give a full ſcope to my refleRions ; an and'thel 
employmerits alternately fill up my 2 
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ſometimes veliture. to walk out. 


wrapt in ſober, cbt lation, trace Rl 
* e y trace | 3,758 
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enthuſiaſt. 4 "tall ö at the rakes 
face of, nat 24 were you, to ks. es 
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"when f w walk gen, hs en 
de, f wi Faun enlarge Fh dee 
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Me be thee) wide profpeQ ſtretch- 
ing in a long level, e diſtgnt 
. it mingles with the clouds ; i Were you, in 
8 . 
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| theſe moments, to hear my thapſodics, and be 
= a Witneſs of my extravagancies, even you, 1 N 
| ”" with all your partialityfor me, would be tempt- ay 
ed to think me mad. But, perhaps, you are 
not far from thinking me ſo at preſent.;how- 
cuver, it is beſt to conclude. while T have room | 
.to aſſure, You, that I have the honour to HE? 
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